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Another year has gone by and we are about to enter 5778. 

The year marks an important anniversary for us as we will 

have been a member of the United Synagogue for 80 years on 

an Affiliate basis. 

We have been self governing for all of that time both 

financially and able to choose who we employ. We only use 

the Burial Society, the Chief Rabbinate and membership 

departments within the United Synagogue.  I think it is quite 

an achievement that we have  remained self governing  for 

all of this time and I trust we will  continue to be so for 

many years to come.  

It is clear that, without the dedication of those many 

volunteers during this long period of time, the Synagogue 

would not have been able to remain self sufficient. If you or 

a member of your family has made any contribution during 

these past 80 years then you and they can be rightly proud. 

The last 12 months have seen the trend of the last few years 

of steady membership with many enjoyable simchas and 

Synagogue events continuing. The cheder continues to grow 

and the youth club is being enjoyed by the young. We 

recently celebrated a special kiddush for members over the 

age of 90 as we cater for all ages.  

You will see other articles in this Gazette, examples of the 

many activities that we undertake and also of our 

involvement with Lewisham Council, other faith groups, 

CST and the local police. Catford and Bromley Synagogue 

plays an important part within the London Boroughs of 

Lewisham and Bromley and I am pleased to say we are held 

in high esteem. 

This is not the AGM.  However, I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all those who have volunteered during  

this Jewish year and wish them and, indeed, the whole 

community on behalf of myself, Marilyn and our family a 

very happy and healthy 5778.               

From The Chair by Joe Burchell   Security Notice  
 

Our community remains on high alert because of 

the unfortunate times in which we find ourselves. 

You may be bringing family and friends to services 

who are unknown to us. Security at the gate will 

be strict so I ask that you be patient if you are 

challenged by a member of our security team.  

It would help if guests would bring some form of 

identity to make it easier and quicker to clear 

security at the gate. If you are able to inform us 

before Yomtov of the names of your guests it 

would be helpful. 

We have two official CST-trained Synagogue 

officers, who are Barry Leaf and Colin Raeburn.  

Other volunteers, the majority of whom will  

have attended a CST security course, will be  

under their instructions.  In addition, we have 

employed an outside security company who are 

CST approved during Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur. All of these people will be carrying some 

form of identification. 

A sweet and happy Summer Project—page 11  
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We will shortly be celebrating Simchat 

Torah once again, so once again we 

have selected worthy members of our 

community to be our Chatan Torah, 

Chatan Bereshit, and Eshet Chayil.  

Our Chatanim for 5778 are: Colin 

Raeburn, Chatan Torah; David Levy, 

Chatan Bereshit; and Leila Power,  

Eshet Chayil. 

 

Colin Raeburn 
Colin has always lived in South  

London. Although he cannot trace  

when his parents joined the Synagogue, 

he remembers that there has always 

been a strong family connection.   

He remembers when the Synagogue 

was in Catford Hill and wonders if his 

family were among the founding 

members. Colin understands that the 

community was very supportive when 

his father was ill, subsequently passing 

away in 1947. 

On leaving school, he went on to further 

education, studying Retail Distribution 

and Textiles following a family 

tradition, as his mother, the late Hetty 

Raeburn, ran a ladies wear shop.  He 

then undertook a 5-year part-time 

course in motor vehicle technology. 

After working in the motor industry for 

a while, he became a specialist in auto 

electrics. Colin then started his own 

business which he ran until he retired 

after 35 years.  

Colin has been the voluntary 

Maintenance Officer of the Synagogue 

since he took over from the late Phin 

Levy and the late Ivor Farby, and is still 

often to be seen up ladders, and on 

roofs, usually with a hammer in hand.  

He feels his most valuable recent 

contribution to the facilities are the 

electric shutters now dividing the 

Synagogue from the hall. The shutters 

make converting the Shul for the Yom 

Tovim far easier by simply pressing a 

button, instead of needing five or six 

men to move the very heavy and 

cumbersome partitions. They also open 

up the possibility of using the hall and 

Synagogue together throughout the 

year, for example as a concert venue. 

Colin wishes to acknowledge the 

foresight and support of Joe Burchell 

in seeing the benefits and advantages 

the shutters offer the community. 

Colin’s next ambition is to make the 

Bima more mobile so that less 

manpower will be needed to move it. 

He has made a series of renovations 

and repairs, which have also been 

innovative. Projects include the 

invaluable mirrors at the gates, a 

handle on the kitchen entrance doors, 

and clocks in the entrance hall of the 

Synagogue and the youth club.  He 

promises there are more 

improvements and additions to come. 

He is pleased to see the community 

thriving, with a younger generation 

coming along.  Colin wants to see the 

facilities of the Synagogue in good 

order for future generations, and he is 

hoping that the Synagogue and the 

community will continue to thrive. 

Being an optimist he has the idea that 

somewhere out there is a younger, 

more able gentleman or lady who is 

just waiting to make their contribution 

to the community by becoming the 

Maintenance Officer, or at least 

Assistant Maintenance Officer. Come 

on, Colin is waiting to hear from you! 

 He has recently accepted a role in the 

security team, but wishes more 

members would join, not just for the 

High Holydays, but for weekly and 

general security duties. This would 

spread the responsibility of this most 

important role. 

Colin sees being selected as Chatan 

Torah as a great honour, and thanks 

the Board of Management for 

considering him worthy, and in return 

we thank Colin for the hours of effort 

he puts into our wellbeing and safety.   

Kol Hakavod to you, Colin. 

Introducing our Chatanim by Joan Goldberg 

David Levy 
David has been a regular at the 

Synagogue since he retired, and is a 

much valued member of the minyan. 

He was born in Reading and has been 

part of our community for many 

years. David worked for many years, 

in various roles, at times working for 

our late members, Mick and Sid 

Freeman, and also for our Chairman, 

Joe Burchell. 

David has family in Israel, and a niece 

in Woodside Park.  As well as 

attending Synagogue services he can 

also be found at the Friendship Club 

on Tuesdays, when he enjoys the 

informal, social atmosphere. 

David finds ours to be a very kind and 

helpful community, and wishes to 

thank Marilyn and Joe Burchell for all 

their help over the years. He also 

wishes to thank the community for 

this very special honour, which he 

finds very moving. In return, we 

thank David for the support he gives 

our all-important services by 

attending so unfailingly every week.  

Kol Hakavod to you, David. 

Colin has been  

the ‘Voluntary’  

Maintenance  

Officer  

“I am pleased to  

see the community 

thriving” 

David finds ours a  

very kind and  

helpful community 



 

Leila Power was born in the Mother 

Levy Maternity Home when it was in 

Shoreditch. With her parents and 

brother, Leila lived in the East End, 

where she attended the Stepney Jewish 

School.   

The school was situated in a square 

that was also home to the London 

Jewish Hospital.  Leila remembers, as 

a child, when Sir Edward Moseley 

came to the square to speak, the 

residents of all the houses banged tins 

to drown out his words! 

The family moved to Hackney just 

before the war.  When the troops 

returned from Dunkirk, they waved at 

each other from the street and 

surrounding houses. 

Leila was always interested in Israel, 

and when she attended the Adler 

Street Youth Club, a friend introduced 

her to Gerry, who had just returned 

from Israel.  Gerry had been asked to 

speak to the club members about his 

experiences in Israel, and the rest, as 

they say…. is history. 

Our Eshet Chayil: Leila Power  by Joan Goldberg 

Leila worked in various offices until 

their children came along, and then 

she became a stay-at-home mum until 

her two youngest children, Andy and 

Barbara, were old enough to 

accompany Leila to the family curtain 

shops, where Leila worked for many 

years, alongside Gerry. Now married 

for 66 years, Leila says Gerry is a 

wonderful husband.  Leila and Gerry’s 

daughters and their families now live 

in Israel, while their son and his 

family live in Bromley. 

Leila and Gerry have been part of this 

community for 51 years.  When they 

moved to Bromley, they sent their 

children to the cheder, and they joined 

the very active Parents Association.  

Then life suddenly became very 

hectic. They were actually pleased 

when Shabbat came around, because 

every other night they were out 

socialising. The friendships made at 

that time are still incredibly strong 

today 

Leila and Gerry still go everywhere 

together, including the Synagogue on 

Shabbat where Leila prepares the after

-service kiddush every week. 

Leila is very honoured to be this year’s 

Eshet Chayil, and we are very pleased 

to have in our community such a 

‘Lady of Worth’.  

Kol Hakavod to you, Leila. 

We are swiftly approaching the High 

Holyday period of the Jewish calendar 

which contains the famous prayers 

which have been said throughout our 

history. An additional name for part 

of this period is Yom Hadin – The day 

of judgement. Hashem evaluates the 

good and bad deeds and we hope that 

P-G the mitzvot outweigh the aveirot.                                

In our prayers we utter many times 

the words Uteshuva utefillah 

utzedakah ma’avirin et roah 

hagezeirah – Repentance, prayer and 

charity remove the evil decree. This is 

often mistranslated as in point of fact 

it says ‘the evil of the decree’. As such, 

we cannot eliminate the decree but 

can remove the evil component. 

Repentance is not purely requesting 

forgiveness or being remorseful as 

that does not in effect change our 

direction in life. The Jewish 

understanding of repentance is to, yes, 

apologise for that which we have 

done, but we must furthermore pledge 

not to repeat our sin. If we only 

apologise but the very next day 

replicate the same bad act, then we 

have not achieved true repentance.  

Throughout the High Holydays we 

become more ascetic in our lifestyle. 

During prayer some have the tradition 

to wear white clothing, which 

symbolises purity and enables us to 

emulate the angels. Fasting on Yom 

Kippur similarly imitates the angels 

who do not eat. We are attempting to 

show Hashem how we have changed 

and will continue to transform during 

the new year.  

Finally, charity in Hebrew is tzedaka. 

The exact translation is 

‘righteousness’.  Money makes the 

world go around and it is no surprise 

that we place such importance on 

money in the modern world. Giving to 

charity displays a sense of caring and 

helpfulness to those in less fortunate 

positions. Donating tzedaka can be a 

selfless act as we receive no physical 

benefit. However, tzedaka does not 

have to be monetary. There are other 

ways to show righteousness - 

sympathetic words, showing 

understanding, smiling at a 

neighbour, phoning someone unwell, 

lonely or housebound. Our time is 

very precious and giving of it is a form 

of tzedaka. 

As we enter the Yamim Noraim let us 

pray that repentance, prayer and 

charity does indeed change any evil 

parts of the decree and that we should 

all have much health and happiness in 

the coming year.  

Minister’s Missive by Rev. Cantor David Rome 



The Chief Rabbi’s Rosh Hashanah Message 5778 

“FINDING UNITY IN COMMUNITY” 
 

 

As we conclude a year which seems to have been dominated, in no small part, by disunity across the 

Jewish world, it is increasingly troubling to see some of the vitriol that is now routinely espoused by 

Jews against one another.  

     

It takes no time at all to find comments on social media about “Chareidi extremist bullies with no grasp 

of the realities of the modern world” and “heretical leftists who wilfully dilute and undermine the 

sanctity of Torah at every opportunity.” Is this what it has come to?  

     

.ויעשו כלם אגודה אחת לעשות רצונך בלבב שלם  

“And may the people form a single united bond – to perform Your will with a full heart”. 

 

These words, from our Mussaf prayer on Rosh Hashanah, encapsulate our deep and enduring desire for 

Jewish unity, which stretches back, through the annals of history, to the point at which we left Egypt and 

became a nation for the first time.  But what is the virtue of unity?  Don’t we have a responsibility to 

protect what we believe to be right, even if that means division?  

 

There is no question that we do, but what is also certain is that throughout history, disunity has been 

nothing short of an existential threat to the Jewish people.  

 

The Talmud describes the tense state of conflict in Jerusalem during the years 67-70 CE, throughout 

which the Romans laid siege around the walls of our capital city. In Jerusalem, there were storehouses 

which had provisions to last for 21 years. Yet, tragically, when civil war broke out within the city, the 

storehouses were burned and destroyed. The Romans, who would otherwise have likely lost patience 

and moved on to fight more pressing battles, were now able to breach the walls and conquer a weakened 

people. 

 

Chief Rabbi Lord Jakobovits pointed out that ‘Sim Shalom’, our prayer for peace in the Amidah, 

includes the words ‘Bless us our Father, all of us as one, in the light of Your countenance’.  Why, in the 

context of prayers for peace with our enemies, must we aspire to peace amongst ourselves?  Lord 

Jakobovits explained that if we cannot overcome our differences within, we will never prevail over our 

enemies without. 

 

The first Chief Rabbi of the Holy Land, Rabbi Kook, would point out that in an orchestra, there are 

many different instruments which make their own unique sound. Together, under the baton of the 

conductor, they create beautiful harmony.  

 

May 5778 herald a year in which each one of us can look to parts of our community within which we 

might ordinarily find very little common ground; those whose instruments possibly make an entirely 

different sound to ours, but with whom we can offer beautiful harmony to the world. 

 

Valerie and I extend to you all our very best wishes for a happy, fulfilling and peaceful New Year.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 

September 2017 • Tishrei 5778        



After the murder of Lee Rigby, which was an absolute 

tragedy, some very positive community cohesion in 

Lewisham has come about. Sergeant John Biddle, a local 

police officer, suggested that it would be a good idea for 

faith leaders to collectively write an article to condemn the 

atrocity. A meeting to draft the article was convened at 

Lewisham Police Station, when it was agreed that the faith 

leaders should meet more often. 

The idea of a faith walk was formed at the next meeting of 

the faith leaders.  It was agreed that Sergeant Biddle would 

contact all the faith leaders who were known in Lewisham 

to garner support.  

A  banner was made, and the first walk attracted about 180 

people, the second over 300 and the third just over 400.  

Approximately twenty different faith groups have taken 

part each year. Every year the walkers assemble at our 

Synagogue and walk together, via St. Laurence Church, to 

the Mosque at the far end of Catford with various stops 

along the way. 

At each place of worship the walkers are made welcome and 

interesting information about each place of worship is given. 

Refreshments are provided at each venue. 

The Three Faith Group promotes ‘Safe Neighbourhood’ 

principles, and also “Standing Together” in crises.  In this 

way, they are able to issue statements of support on social 

media when appropriate.  

The Interfaith Walk Concept 
by Joe Burchell 

 

Reflections On The Interfaith Walk   

As it was my first time to participate in the Interfaith 

Walk, I had no idea what to expect.   It was amazing to see 

over 400 people of all ages, religions and backgrounds flood 

into our Synagogue.  I found it emotional and felt very 

proud, especially when my grandson, Dovid Paniri, and 

Milly Burchell read out the following: 

 

"We are told that we do not learn Torah for its own sake.   

G-D gave the Torah for us to use here in this world. The 

story that describes this most clearly is the one from the  

Talmud about Rabbi Hillel. Hillel put the Torah into one 

verse. Want for your friend as good as what you would 

want for yourself. This is an important Torah value and is all 

about loving our fellow people. One of the best ways we can 

do this is by being part of a community, which we are all 

doing today on this walk for peace."    

A candle was lit before leaving the Synagogue.  We walked 

to the lovely St Laurence Church, just down the road.  Here 

we enjoyed their hospitality and had refreshments before 

proceeding to the local Mosque, an unobtrusive building, 

which, I am sure, many of us are unaware of.  Our final stop 

was at the incredible Hindu Temple, hidden in a backstreet 

of Lewisham. We were made very welcome with  

refreshments, before returning to Catford Synagogue. 

At each place of worship young people represented their 

community, reading out statements, expressing the desire to 

live in harmony with other cultures and religions, and 

candles were lit.  As we walked along, drivers hooted their 

support.  Special thanks are due to our local police who 

were with us every step of the way. 

I am very honoured to have been part of something so 

special.  This may have been my first Interfaith Walk, but it 

will not be my last... and the sun shone. 

by Lesley Reef 



We are required to fulfil the mitzvah of hearing the weekly 

Torah portion read correctly from a kosher scroll, written 

by hand with a quill pen on parchment. If any letter is not 

clear and correct or two words are too close together to be 

distinct as separate words we are not allowed to use the 

Sefer Torah in our services. 

During Pesach, 

Rev. Rome 

noticed that there 

was a problem 

with one of the 

words; it had a  נ

in it, which did 

not make sense. 

To check that 

there was a 

mistake he called 

upon someone 

who knew the 

Hebrew alphabet but would not recognise the word and 

asked what they thought the letter was. The person said it 

was a  , נ  but Rev. Rome knew it should be a  ב  . If part of a 

 The scroll had to be put . נ  is worn away it can look like a  ב 

away with a band tied around its cover to indicate that it 

was invalid (pasul) and another scroll had to be used to 

complete the Torah reading for that day. We are fortunate 

that we have more than one kosher Sefer Torah.  

We also found a tear in the parchment (klaf) on another 

Sefer Torah that we had used on each Shabbat last year 

which needed repair. There was also damage to the wooden 

discs in the handle (Etz Chaim).   

The scribe (sofer) reported that one of the scrolls needing 

restoration had a very heavy pasted parchment from the 

early Israeli State, written around the 1950s.  Due to its size 

and type of parchment the recommendation was to reduce 

the margins to make it more manageable for Hagba. This 

Sefer Torah has had the following work done: 

A specialised clean and spray, the edges straightened and 

resewn, all letters generally checked and repaired as needed 

and a lighter Etz Chaim fitted. Thanks to donations from a 

generous benefactor within the community, the cost of 

repairing this Sefer Torah has been covered. 

From The Wardens’ Box  
by Gerald Rose, Senior Warden 

The report on the second Sefer Torah stated that it is 

excellent in that the size and weight is light and easy to 

handle.  Its edges had been damaged because it was a little 

bit big for the Etz Chaim and from general wear and tear.   

It was also not level so; overall, a general trim would make 

the scroll look excellent and clean. There was quite a lot of 

work to be done on the lettering to make it fully kosher. This 

Sefer Torah needed the following work to enable it to be 

used in services: 

A specialised clean and spray, the edges straightened and 

resewn, all letters generally checked and repaired as needed 

and the Etz Chaim repaired. The cost of this work is £1,720.  

Returning a kosher Sefer Torah to a Synagogue after 

restoration is the same as bringing in a new one. The 

Wardens and Minister intend holding a celebration of 

rededication when the two Sifrei Torah are returned to  

the Synagogue. 

We hope that members will wish to be involved in this 

important project of restoring the second Sefer Torah so you 

are invited to make contributions towards the cost. Being 

involved in the writing of a Sefer Torah is a big mitzvah; a 

donation can mark a celebration or be made in memory of a 

loved one. Please contact me if you need further information 

or if you would like to donate. Alternatively, just send a 

donation with your dedication, if required, marked for my 

attention, to the Synagogue post office box. 

I need to know who the donors towards the cost of the 

restoration of the second scroll are, along with any 

dedications, prior to the rededication ceremony. Please act 

on this now before the thought is put aside and forgotten.  

Of course, if donors prefer to remain anonymous, this will 

be respected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An example of letters that required overwriting,  

before and after repair (not from our Sifrei Torah). 

Bromley Wizo Eretz by Marilyn Burchell, Chairman 

This year we have enjoyed several 

interesting and exciting events. 

Natalie Kleinman, our local published 

author, who calls herself The 

Accidental Writer, gave us an 

insightful talk entitled "From 

Inspiration through Perspiration to 

Publication".  We had a full house 

At our next meeting Susan Goldstein 

gave us a thrilling illustrated talk on 

the Venice Ghetto, which had recently 

had its 500th Anniversary.  This was 

followed by a delicious tea. 

It was Jewish Women's Week in May 

and I thank all of you for your 

generous donations, which totalled 

just over £3,000. 

A major event was showcasing  

some wonderful jewellery designed  

by Sophie Daniels, who is a friend of 

many of our younger community 

members.  Again, many people  

came to buy and enjoy the 

refreshments which were served,  

and we hope to have another sale in 

due course. 

Look out for our notices regarding a 

talk by Trudy Sealy about her very 

unusual childhood on 2nd November, 

and on 26th November Barbara 

Fiszzon will host another Bridge, 

Cards and Games afternoon.  

Meanwhile we thank everyone for 

your continued and hugely valued 

support for our work in Israel.  
 

We wish all the community a happy 

and peaceful New Year and especially 

for peace in Israel. 



New Year honours take many forms in 

Catford and Bromley Synagogue and 

they are repeated every year but in 

2017 Avril Hitman received one that 

was significantly different when she 

was awarded the British Empire 

Medal in the Queen’s New Year 

Honours List in recognition of her 

work with Magpie Dance. 

Avril founded Magpie Dance 32  

years ago for people with learning 

disabilities, and has carved out a 

national reputation for its exciting and 

inspiring approach to inclusive dance.  

Magpie’s mission is ‘unlocking 

individual potential and ability’ and it 

is at the forefront of organisations for 

people with learning disabilities. 

Under Avril’s leadership Magpie has 

grown from a single inclusive dance 

session of just 45 minutes weekly to  

an acclaimed organisation delivering 

over 350 sessions for over 300 

participants aged 8 years upwards 

through high quality dance 

participation, performance and 

training both nationally and 

internationally.  

Performances and workshops have 

ranged from Sadler’s Wells to local 

churches, from the Streets of Brighton 

to Trafalgar Square, the Royal Albert 

Hall, The Place, London, Trinity Laban 

and the Churchill Theatre, Bromley. 

Magpie has been written about in 

Dance UK, Foundation for 

Community Dance, 

Londondance.com, Learning 

Disability Practice, and Learning 

Disability Today.  Some of Magpie’s 

dancers were on BBC’s The One Show 

recently doing ‘The Strictly’.                       

Magpie won the overall Bromley 

Business of the Year award in 2015, 

beating 170 other local businesses, 

some of whom have multi-million 

pound turnovers. 

The BEM In Our Midst by Paul Stanton 

All of this means that Avril has clearly 

been somewhat busy over the years 

but she has not shied away from 

involving herself with Catford 

Synagogue in her spare time. Her 

parents, Ann and Ivor Sevitt, had been 

stalwarts of the Woolwich community 

until its closure, when they joined 

Catford. Avril’s connection pre-dated 

that when she married Graham, the 

grandson of one of our founder 

members, Harry Hitman, and the 

Synagogue’s first Vice Chairman. 

They were married in Catford 42 years 

ago by Rabbi Rockman, and their 

children, Oliver and Nadia, were Bar 

mitzvah and Bat mitzvah here too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avril cannot be accused of being an 

idle bystander; both she and Graham 

have served on the Board of 

Management of Catford and Bromley 

Synagogue.  Avril chaired the 

Education Committee for some years 

and also chaired Group 75 which has 

since become South London WIZO. 

Busy people are always busy so even 

though Avril ‘retired’ from her role as 

Artistic and Executive Director at 

Magpie Dance in July she is now 

Honorary Life Patron and is also likely 

to have her hands full sorting out a 

house move and her six 

grandchildren, three of whom live in 

Israel with Nadia and her husband. 

As a registered charity, Magpie is 

always looking for investment to 

enable it to continue its vital work 

benefiting people who are 

disadvantaged by their disability. If 

your business or work place would 

like to help in any way, e.g. adopting 

Magpie as its charity of the year, 

organising a fund raising event etc, 

please contact the CEO for more 

information at: 

thaliemartini@magpiedance.co.uk or 

visit www.magpiedance.org.uk  

Attending the Queen’s Garden Party 

The Presentation by: Mr Kenneth 

Olisa OBE Lord Lieutenant of 

Greater London 

Avril founded Magpie 

Dance 32 years ago  

Magpie won the overall 

Bromley Business of 

the Year award in 2015  

Busy people are  

always busy 

Editor’s Note 

It is a very special honour to have 

your life’s work recognised by the 

Queen.  

On behalf of the community: “Well 

done Avril and thank you.” 



Message from the President 

In my New Year message 12 months ago I wrote that 2016 
had been the most tumultuous year in British political life 
in living memory. This year has been barely less eventful 
with a surprise General Election producing an even bigger 
surprise, resulting in the turbulence of a hung Parliament, 
coalition negotiations and a shaky start to talks with the 
EU over the future of the United Kingdom in Europe. 

Through this period of political uncertainty the Board of 
Deputies has represented the Jewish community with a 
clear and calm voice. We produced our Jewish Manifesto 
for the election campaign, a document newly updated for 
2017 with its detailed advocacy of the policies of interest 
and concern to UK Jews. We asked politicians to support 
our 10 Commitments – the policies which we consider 
crucial on everything from education and religious 
freedoms to the Middle East. We sent out a copy of the 
Jewish Manifesto to every prospective parliamentary 
candidate and received a large and supportive response 
including video messages from the Prime Minister and the 
leaders of the next three largest parties. 

Our approach to politics is bipartisan. We do not support 
any single party but we do hold politicians to account. In a 
year characterised by a shameful upsurge in antisemitism 
in British politics we continue to call on party leaders to act 
swiftly to expunge hatred wherever it rears its ugly head. 
Former Liberal Democrat Leader Tim Farron acted swiftly 
to expel David Ward, a man with a track record of 
antisemitic statements. We call on Labour Leader Jeremy 
Corbyn to act in a decisive manner during this coming year 
against the scourge of antisemitism that has plagued his 
party. And whenever we discover antisemitism in the 
Conservative and other parties, be in no doubt that we act 
in a similarly robust manner. 

This year, having been thwarted for 12 years, criminal 
murderers finally managed to claim innocent lives in our 
country – at Westminster, in Manchester, at London 
Bridge and Finsbury Park. I am sickened by the extremists 
who are prepared to kill children to further their depraved 
views. The attacks by Islamist extremists on concert goers 
and random pedestrians and the attack on worshippers 
outside a mosque in north London lend an urgency to my 
longstanding commitment to building bridges with Muslim 
communities. It is vital that we have the relationships that 
allow us to share sometimes difficult opinions with one 
another, as well as making joint progress on our issues of 
common concern. It is crucial to strengthen the moderate 
centre and marginalise the extremists. 

So I have travelled the country speaking to Muslim 
communities – so far including London, Bradford, 
Leicester, Leeds and Birmingham. And we don’t just 
exchange pleasantries over tea and biscuits, we go straight 
for the toughest topics: hate crime, violent extremism and 
religious values. 

This country is not the only one to suffer the tragedy of 
extremist murder this year. Israel has also lost innocent 
Jews, Christians and Muslims to terror attacks this year. 
And of course the difference between Israel and the UK is 

that Israel has never had respite from those whose mission 
it is to subvert the democracy of the world’s only Jewish 
state. While the ramming of tourists and commuters on 
Westminster Bridge made the world’s headlines, similar 
attacks in Israel have often not even warranted a passing 
mention on the evening news. We at the Board of 
Deputies stand resolutely behind Israel, whether by 
speaking at demonstrations, making the case in the 
media, challenging BDS or supporting grassroots advocacy 
organisations and Christian allies. We leave nobody in any 
doubt as to our commitment. 

While our enemies continue to promote terror and 
division, we have been unstinting in our desire for peace. 
This year, we launched the pioneering 'Invest in Peace' 
programme with church umbrella body Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland to support Israelis and Palestinians 
who reach across the divide for reconciliation. Our first 
series of events in London in May drew 300 Jews, 
Christians, Muslims and people of no faith to the cause, 
and we are already planning the next series of events in 
Manchester, Leeds and Glasgow for later this year.   

At home, we have continued to interact through all  
levels of government, from desk officers to secretaries of 
state, and we have worked internationally through our 
relations with foreign embassies and links with our Jewish 
partner organisations overseas. Our highly successful 
series of seminars for local councillors on Jewish issues 
took us to Manchester and Newcastle/Gateshead this  
year, with events in Leeds, Birmingham and London to 
follow in 2018.  

We have staunchly defended Jewish schools and Jewish 
education in both the mainstream and Charedi sectors. 
Our efforts are also outward looking - the Jewish Living 
Experience exhibition has travelled around the country and 
informed thousands of non-Jewish children and adults 
about our way of life. Our research partnership with the 
Institute of Jewish Policy Research has borne fruit, with 
ground-breaking new reports on Jewish schools and 
patterns of affiliation to the synagogue movements, 
releasing data that is vital for planning for our  
community's future. 

In 5778 we will continue to represent your interests and 
wishes as a democratically elected and accountable 
organisation. May this New Year bring you, your families 
and all of Am Yisrael health, strength and peace. 

Jonathan Arkush 

President 



Although England is not our 

Homeland, it is our home, and so, as a 

community, we are intertwined in the 

life of our locality. Our Synagogue is 

involved in many aspects of 

Lewisham life. 

As a very small minority religion in 

our area, we work on many levels 

with the local council. There are two 

committees under the auspices of 

Lewisham Council that are concerned 

with the teaching of religious studies 

in Lewisham Schools.  The first is 

SACRE, the Standing Advisory 

Committee on Religious Education 

and the second is the ASC, the Agreed 

Syllabus Conference. 

SACRE reviews government 

assessments of schools in Lewisham, 

and then gives support to religious 

education teachers if required.  The 

ASC scrutinises the syllabus that all of 

the schools in Lewisham are given to 

follow, with respect to the Jewish 

religion and way of life. The 

contribution of the Jewish 

representatives on these committees is 

always quite surprising.  

On the subject of education, most 

members of our community will be 

familiar with school visits to our 

Synagogue. It is now compulsory for 

school children to visit places of 

worship as part of their primary 

school education.  Of course, being in 

the 21st century, there is much 

paperwork, including insurance, 

health and safety forms etc. involved 

with these visits, but it is very 

important for us to open our doors, 

and also important for children to get 

an insight into ways of life different 

from their own. 

Several members of our community, 

including Rev. Rome, serve on the 

Holocaust Remembrance Day 

Committee for Lewisham.  The 

Council employs the professional 

‘Small Nose Theatre Company’ to  

run the theatre event. Committee 

members attend the school launches 

and workshops, seeing the 

tremendous amount of work that  

goes into producing the final 

performance.  Rachel Levy and  

Liane Segal are heavily involved  

with the school productions,  

bringing an extra dimension of 

awareness to the meaning of the 

Holocaust to the students. 

Other annual events that our 

community is involved with include a 

Our Synagogue and Outreach by Joan Goldberg 

On Sunday 25th June around 150 

people, including a 12-plus contingent 

from our shul were present at 

Lewisham’s annual Armed Forces Day 

event, which incorporates the Garden 

of Remembrance Service at Allerford 

Road, Bellingham. 

The day was blessed with good 

weather, so much so that bottles of 

water had to be handed out – some of 

the young cadets present had 

difficulty in lasting the pace.  Not so 

with the many veterans in attendance 

who are made of stronger stuff – they 

don’t make them like they used to in 

the good old days, do they?  

The shul contingent was lead by our 

minister, Reverend Cantor David 

Rome, Chairman Joe Burchell, Vice 

Chair Joan Goldberg and Honorary 

Life Vice President and Veteran Gerry 

Power, resplendent in his medals, 

along with his wife, Leila.  Heidi 

Alexander MP, the Mayor and 

members of Lewisham Council were 

also in attendance.    

Proceedings began with a welcome 

and introduction from Sir Steve 

Bullock, Mayor of Lewisham, 

followed by prayers led by Rev.  

Rome and Reverend Canon Owen 

Beament who is chaplain to Milwall 

Football Club. 

After a presentation to the top cadet 

our Minister read then sang the 

memorial prayer followed by kaddish 

in Hebrew and in English.  

Following the service Reverend Rome 

visited the headstone dedicated to 

fallen Jewish service men and women 

at the rear of the garden where he 

recited the memorial prayer. 

 

A Story of Service, Sun 

and Falling Cadets 

by Phyl Tomlinson 

An interfaith meeting hosted  

by the synagogue 

Armed Forces Day 

service at the Garden of Remembrance 

in Allerford Road, Catford.  This is a 

non-denominational Service of 

Remembrance attended by faith 

leaders, and local communities to 

commemorate war, and promote 

peace.  After the communal service, 

our members gather at the Jewish 

Memorial in the Garden and, when 

possible, say kaddish, which is always 

very moving. 

We are one of the hosts of the Faith 

Walk, which starts each year from the 

Synagogue.  This walk is becoming 

more successful as the word is spread. 

True outreach. 

On behalf of the faith groups a wreath 

is laid each year on Remembrance 

Sunday at the Lewisham War 

Memorial. On another occasion, sea 

cadets from South London assemble in 

our Synagogue grounds for light 

refreshments before ‘Falling In’, ready 

to march from the Synagogue to the 

Allerford Road Garden of 

Remembrance. The cadets march in 

the name of H.M.S. Hood, a British 

battleship lost in World War 2, with 

the loss of all life except three 

members of crew. 

Some less formal, but equally relevant, 

activities during the year include 

Mitzvah Day.  A group of our 

members, led by Paul and Rowena 

Rosenfeld, collected food for the 

Trussell Trust this year.  The Trust 

organize a network of food banks 

providing emergency food and 

support to people in crisis.    

As well as being our Minister, Rev. 

Rome is on the Three Faiths Forum 

and serves on the Holocaust 

Committee, and the Greenwich 

SACRE. Our outreach activities are 

always expanding, which gives our 

Synagogue and community a very 

positive profile in Lewisham and 

beyond. 

Well done to all who volunteer for 

these very valuable aspects of the life 

of Catford and Bromley Synagogue. 



A  large part of the Board agenda deals with reports from 

societies so I will try to avoid repeating anything that they 

may wish to put in the Gazette themselves.  I will 

concentrate on matters that are pertinent to Board actions 

and decisions. 

The Chairman reported that following the United 

Synagogue’s poor response to the Synagogue’s request for a 

grant he had taken the matter up with the Chief Rabbi. He 

was due to hold a meeting with the Chief Rabbi in the near 

future. Both the Chairman and Treasurer are due to meet 

with the new President of the United Synagogue to discuss 

the high pay-over, which is the fee paid to the United 

Synagogue from affiliate members, with a view to agreeing 

a reduction. 

The Minister reported that he had officiated at the Armed 

Forces Day service at the Garden of Remembrance. Both he 

and the Wardens had also presented a two-hour session on 

Board of Management Update   
by Eddy Arram 

The Ladies Society wishes our 

Chairman, Benita Dent, a pain-free 

outcome, and a speedy recovery from 

her imminent operation. Despite her 

difficulties, Benita has been very 

involved with the Ladies Society. She 

has made cheesecake at Shavuot, 

ordered the food for various functions 

and organized kiddushim for 

Synagogue members as usual.  

In July, the Society held a very well 

supported lunch with our special 

guest speaker, Mr. James Blitz, who is 

the Whitehall Editor of the Financial 

Times. Mr. Blitz is the nephew of our 

member, Rachel Levy, and has been a 

guest speaker of the Society several 

times. He never fails to enthral his 

audience with his fascinating insight 

The Ladies Society Rolls On by Joan Goldberg 

Judaism at the Bexley Catholic Boys School. 

The Board noted that cheder prize giving will take place 

during Chanukah. Parents have approached the head 

teacher asking for lessons to take place during the summer 

break. 

The Friday night in-house security arrangements are 

working well. 

The Board noted that the Irish Friday Night Supper was a 

huge success and Eric and Paul were promptly charged with 

organising another themed Friday night supper.  

The annual Chanukah pantomime will hopefully take place 

as usual so anyone with any talent or enthusiasm please 

contact Eric Lindsey. Without a cast, there will be no 

pantomime. The Synagogue has been granted an award of 

£500 towards our Balfour 100 celebrations on 4th November 

2017. 

Finally, the Board voted in favour of Colin Raeburn, David 

Levy and Leila Power to be invited to become our Chatanim 

and Eshet Chayil this year. 

 

into matters political. 

Also in July, the Society catered a 

kiddush for our community’s 

Nonagenarians. This is a new venture, 

which we hope will become an annual 

event as it was so successful. 

Every week for some years now, a 

small kiddush has been provided by 

the Ladies Society for all congregants 

after the morning Service.  If anyone 

wishes to sponsor a Shabbat kiddush 

please contact Benita.  The donation 

for this is £25; however, following the 

successful kiddush provided by  

Paul and Rowena Rosenfeld for the 

Friendship Club, the Society will be 

pleased to provide an enhanced 

kiddush with dips etc, for an  

agreed donation. 

We are now looking forward to the 

Yomtovim, and celebrating with our 

Chatanim and Eshet Chayil. We wish 

them all a hearty mazeltov. 

On October 4th at 10.30 am, we  

will be decorating the Succah,  

when assistance will be needed.  

Please come and help us. It will be 

much appreciated. 

We welcome new members at any 

time, whether to help with kiddushim, 

support our functions or attend our 

meetings.  Details from Benita, Joan 

Goldberg, Wendy Isaacs (Secretary) or 

Helen Wolfson (Treasurer). 

Benita, the Committee, and all 

members of the Ladies Society wish 

Reverend Rome and his family a 

happy and healthy New Year. 

There have been two United Synagogue council meetings since the last Gazette. 

The first  announced the construction of the new extension of Bushey Cemetery.  

The building of a new funeral hall and grounds was nearly complete. It is due to 

open towards the end of this year. The name for the new site will be the New 

Bushey Extension Cemetery.  

The Burial Society has been active in preparing a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund 

towards restoration work at Willesden Cemetery. This cemetery plays an 

important part in the history of the United Synagogue. 

The second meeting saw the election of new Honorary Officers and Trustees.  

President: Michael Goldstein     

Treasurer: Maxwell Nisner    

Honorary Officers:  Andrew Eder, Claire Lemer,  Fleurise Lewis,  Leonie Lewis, 

Doreen Samuels, Barry Shaw, Saul Taylor. 

United Synagogue Report by Eddy and Judith Arram 

 

 

 

 

    

     

Catford Music Club presents 

Sun, 8th October 2017 at 7:30pm 

Arnold Robbins Hall 



What an 

amazing week 

we had at 

summer project 

this year. Four 

days, twenty 

children each 

day. Though the 

majority were 

from Catford, we also had children 

from Croydon and Bromley 

Synagogues attending. The theme this 

year was the Maccabiah Games, and 

the creative interpretation meant 

there were a wide variety of activities 

available, which the children threw 

themselves into wholeheartedly.  

On the Tuesday, we went in to meet 

the members of the Friendship Club, 

creating a link between the oldest and 

the youngest members of our 

community. On the final day, as well 

as the traditional bouncy castle, we 

had a mini golf course and giant Jenga 

bricks. Luckily, the weather was kind 

to us.  

Massive thanks to Alex Arbisman and 

Greg Kat for doing the security, 

Summer Project 
by Joe and Jacob Kat, C&B Maccabi Youth Leaders  

The Friendship Club is thriving and 

enjoys a lovely atmosphere at our 

meetings. We have a weekly 

attendance of between 25 and 35 

people of all ages, all of whom get on 

well together. In the past year we 

have celebrated numerous members’ 

birthdays.  

There are enthusiastic groups of 

Rummikub and Scrabble players; 

hopefully we will start a Kalouki 

school in the near future.  On arrival 

people chat over tea, coffee and 

biscuits.  Some also attend the Shiur in 

the shul hall.  This is followed by a hot 

three course lunch. 

We thank all members for their 

donations, which are always put to 

good use. If you would like to come 

and see the Friendship Club for 

yourself you will be most welcome – 

just please be kind enough to let us 

know if you are coming so that an 

extra potato or two can be peeled! 

Paul, Rowena and their dedicated 

band of helpers would like to wish the 

whole community a happy and 

healthy New Year. 

The Friendship Club 
by Rowena & Paul Rosenfeld  

Having been elected as United 

Synagogue President in July, I have 

been doing my fair share of reflection 

over the last couple of months.  

The Jewish year of 5777 has certainly 

been one of achievement for the US. 

We have made great strides forward 

in welcoming new communities as full 

members and have continued the 

implementation of a wide range of 

priorities identified in our Strategic 

Review. However, there is of course 

much more still to be done.  

The Trustees and I relish the challenge 

of building on the work of our 

predecessors, and to working with our 

fantastic staff to achieve this. 

In my manifesto I listed a number of 

key issues that I am determined to 

address, ranging from providing 

greater support to our communities 

and working on communal challenges, 

to maximising opportunities among 

our rabbinate and schools, as well as 

for women, Tribe and Young US. 

There are so many ways we can 

engage our members with inclusive 

modern orthodoxy and I am 

Rosh Hashanah Is A Time Of Reflection And Resolution 

 

determined to do all I can to build a 

strong future for our community.  

As we look ahead to 5778, I believe we 

should focus on achieving success 

together ...  so I encourage everyone to 

consider ways in which to take our 

communities to new heights this year. 

There are numerous opportunities for 

individuals of all ages to get involved, 

whether volunteering with US 

Community Cares groups, working 

within our schools as a governor or 

taking on a leadership role within a 

local community.     

Each one of us brings something 

different to the table and all our skills 

are needed to improve our 

communities. If we are to make only 

one resolution this Rosh Hashanah let 

it be to give as much of our time to 

others as possible, evoking the words 

of our sages: 

“If I am not for myself who will be for me 

and if I am only for myself, what am I? 

And if not now, when?”   

Wishing you all the best for a Shana 

Tova U’Metuka – a happy, healthy 

and sweet new year 

Cheder has recently formed a 

partnership with PJ library who aim 

to inspire and enrich the Jewish home 

life of families by creating a positive 

Jewish identity through the delivery 

of free, high-quality books.  

Each month’s books provide a unique 

and accessible way of bringing Jewish 

traditions and values to family life. 

Books such as Bagels from Benny and 

Ella’s Trip to Israel inspire children to 

learn about their Jewish heritage. 

Families at the cheder enjoyed reading 

Tu B’Shvat stories, took part in an 

interactive workshop with tree kits 

and planted parsley which was used 

at the cheder mock Seder afterwards.  

Cheder 
by Michael Goldstein,  President of United Synagogue  

leaders  Beth Kulawy - who was an 

absolute star and came in for three out 

of the four days - Shahar Mizrahi, who 

came in on Tuesday, and Alex 

Goodman who joined us for the last 

day. Thanks also to Debi Alper for 

preparing the lunches, to the trustees 

for all their support and to all the 

parents, grandparents and carers, who 

brought and collected the children 

each day.  

The biggest thanks of all go to the 

children themselves - we couldn't ask 

for a more adorable bunch!  We hope 

that we get an equally good 

attendance regularly on Sundays at 

Maccabi. If you would like to join the 

mailing list, please email: catfordand- 

bromleymaccabi@hotmail.co.uk 

 



Mazeltov 

Hanna and Malcolm Bord  on the engagement of their son 

    Jonathan to Lital Shabo 

Condolences 

Mitchell Simmonds  son of Spencer & Marissa,  

    grandson of Stephanie & John 

    Wayne, on being appointed  

    head boy of Dulwich College. 

Alan Martin    on the loss of father Cyril 

Stephanie Wayne        on the loss of their father                                                                        

& Helene Altman   Sydney Vickers 

Jacqueline Zeto   On the loss of her husband,  

    Boris Zeto, father of Leah       

Barbara Burke   on the loss of her   

    husband, Barry Burke,  father of 

    Daniel and Peter 

Laurence and Suzanne Foe  on the loss of their mother ,  

    Leah Rachel Foe, sister of  

    Stella 

Elaine Stiglitz   Sunday lst October 10.30 am  

    Waltham Abbey 

Trude Hockman   Sunday 22nd October 2.30 pm

    Waltham Abbey 

Sydney Vickers    Sunday 22nd October 4.30 pm  

    Waltham Abbey 

Stone Consecrations 

Laurelle Freeman   Sunday 18th March 2018  12.00  

    Waltham Abbey 

Sarah Packer    Wednesday 6th December 12.00  

    (mother of Susan Lader)   

    Bushey 

Cyril Martin     Sunday 5th November 2.45 pm 

    Rainham 

Hilary & Stephen Cluer together with their family, 

wish you all a happy and healthy New Year. 

Wishing Rev Rome, Board of Management and  

community a healthy, happy and peaceful New Year 

and well over the Fast. Lampert Family. 

A happy and healthy New Year to Rev David, my 

dear family, all my dear friends and our community.  

Lots of love.  Auntie Marie xx 

Stanley Franks and family wish all members a 

healthy and happy New Year and an easy fast. 

Wishing everyone a happy, healthy and peaceful 

year. Le-shanah tovah tikatevu ve-techatemu.   

David Harris  

New Year Greetings 

Wishing friends and family a very happy New Year 

from the Maizels Family 

Wishing Rev Rome, Honorary Officers, Board of 

Management and all my friends in the Shul and 

friendship club a happy and healthy New Year from 

Doreen Curzon.     

Jonathan and Sharon Franks and family wish all 

friends and members of the community a healthy and 

happy New Year and an easy fast. 

Joan & Vic Goldberg wish Rev Rome his family and 

all the Community a happy, healthy and prosperous 

New Year. 

The Minister, Chairman, Trustees, Honorary  

Officers, Administrator & Board of Management 

would like to wish all our community a happy and 

healthy New Year and well over the Fast. May we go 

from strength to strength in the coming year. 

The Friendship Club team would like to wish Rev 

Rome, all our members and the whole community a 

very happy and healthy New Year.  
Barry Burke               Sunday 10th June 2018       

    10.00 am  Bushey 

Pip Wolfson    on the loss of his sister,   

    Sandra 

 

Denny Vickers   on the loss of his   

    brother, Sydney 

Denise Elman    Sunday 12th November         

    10.00 am (sister of Marcia Rose) 

    Bushey 

Wishing Rev Rome and all at the Friendship Club a 

happy and healthy New Year from Lucille and  

Cecil Levart. 

Lucy Rosser, together with Joseph and Cilia Bartick 

would like to wish all their family and friends at 

Shul a very happy New Year.  

Benita Dent & family send their best wishes to the 

Minister, Board of Management and the community 

for a happy and healthy year. 


