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Chanukah 2018

Chairman’s Chat
By Joe Burchell

this year. We will shortly be holding
our first Barmitzvah for many years in
our synagogue. The shul is buzzing
and I hope that you all have or will be
enjoying the simchas.
Chanukah is a lovely festival and this
year we have a first which I hope that
you will support.

The community has had a very busy
period since the last Gazette was
published.
We have been through the serious
times of the High Holy Days. They
were well supported and I trust that
you found the services meaningful.
Since then it has been a pleasure to
have celebrated a Batmitzvah, a baby
naming and three Catford special
kiddushim for our honoured members

We and the London Borough of
Lewisham have arranged a candle
lighting with entertainment and food
to which all Lewisham and Bromley
residents are invited. It will take place
at The Civic Suite on Thursday 6
December, arrive at 7pm for 7.30
please. I am sure that it will be a very
enjoyable evening, so do try to attend.
May the lights of the Menorah shine
upon us all for good health and peace
as we enter 2019.

Improving the Daily Lives of Jews in Britain
by Paul Stanton
An advocacy body that represents ALL British Jews in the public arena on subjects as
diverse as anti-Semitism in the Labour party, B’rit Milah and Shechita, education and
housing … can such a thing exist? On the basis of “two Jews, three opinions” alone, it
should not be possible. However, this is what the Board of Deputies of British Jews has
been doing for some 250 years. It takes its strength from the fact that the 300-odd
Deputies are the democratically elected individuals from each participating synagogue,
charity and communal body, who meet eight times a year to discuss the issues of the day on
which they need to make representations to parliament and others. They also elect the
executive bodies and working groups who carry out the day to day work of the Board and
attend meetings with government ministers, local authority officers and representatives of
foreign countries, as well as visiting Jewish communities around the UK.
In November, we hosted a meeting at which the delegates from Catford &
Bromley Synagogue and Bromley Reform Synagogue – Carole Abrahams and Joe
Millis – spoke about their roles and experiences as Deputies and answered
questions from the floor. It was chaired by Joe Burchell and attended by members
of both communities, including Bromley Chairman John Posner.
Continued on page 2
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Mitzvah Day
by Rowena Rosenfeld
The generosity of Waitrose customers is
quite amazing. Trolleyfulls of food and
other donations were collected by Catford
and Bromley members on Mitzvah Day.
This year the collection was made to
support the Lewisham Food Bank which
unfortunately is in great need.
All the volunteers from Catford are
members of the Friendship Club
which proves that there is’ life in the
old dogs yet’. This was the sixth year
of doing this Mitzvah

Board of Deputies
Continued from page 1
Joe Millis gave a brief history of the Board and outlined
some of its current campaigns. He stressed that it represents
all the “home” countries of the UK plus Gibraltar, which
recently hosted a BoD Regional Weekend. Carole gave a
flavour of the proceedings of the BoD, which, as well as
advocating directly with parliament on behalf of the Jewish
community, has increasingly strong links with
representatives of other faith communities and universities.

Both speakers mentioned Tell Mama, a Muslim project that
measures and records anti-Muslim incidents in the UK. This
is modelled on, and supported by, our CST (Community
Security Trust) and, like the CST, provides support for
victims as well as trying to prevent trouble. The BoD is a
sponsor of the CST. The speakers stressed that the Board is
a secular body, so it does not rule on matters of halachah,
although it often represents the community on the basis of
rulings that have been made by rabbis or rabbinic bodies.
Because it has “expert witnesses” in numerous fields, the
Board is able to argue its case compellingly whatever the
subject, and has enjoyed numerous recent successes that
have improved the daily lives of ordinary Jews and
sometimes, by extension, of adherents of other faiths.
Questions were asked on subjects including funding, antiSemitism, security, how the Board of Deputies represents
the Jewish community, how (if at all) it is perceived by the
non-Jewish population and what support it offers for
communities outside London. These were all answered in
full by both Carole and Joe.

United Synagogue by Eddy and Judith Arram
A number of actions that have taken place at the United
Synagogue that are the cause for celebration.
The Chief Rabbi has been active within the community at
large. He has held meetings with other faith leaders to
cement better understanding. He has also issued guidance to
Jewish schools on the treatment of LGBT students. This
summer Tribe recorded its largest number of attendees and
held camps not only in the UK but in Europe, America and
Africa. A second Asylum Centre has opened in Waltham
Forest. Two new kosher restaurants granted licences by the
US Kashrut Division have opened. One of which is open for
business on Shabbat. And finally the New Bushey Cemetery
is now open.

This interesting and illuminating evening made it clear how
important it is for each synagogue to elect and support a
Deputy and the roles that those Deputies play, so please do
not ignore the reports that they sometimes make and the
occasional appeals to fund them. Thanks are due to Carole
and Joe not only for participating in this Q&A but for all that
they do in this context for our communities. Thanks also to
Stephen Weil from Bromley Synagogue, whose brainchild
the evening was, Joe Burchell for chairing and all those who
provided refreshments and patrolled the premises for
security purposes.

REFUAH SHELEMAH
If you know of someone for whom you would
like a Refuah prayer, please let the synagogue
office know their Hebrew name and the name
of their mother
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At the last United Synagogue Council Meeting in October
representatives were presented with revisions to the United
Synagogue Byelaws with a timetable for comments to be
made by the next Council meeting in December for
implementation at the March 2019 elections to Synagogue
Boards of Management. This timetable is very short to say
the least and a number of objections were raised to it but
they were overruled. The United Synagogue’s working
party on governance did a lot of hard work in reviewing the
byelaws. Whilst some of the revisions are sensible and
positive others are controversial. Further, some may affect
the byelaws relating to affiliate synagogues, but these were
not identified at the meeting so your representatives made
comments on all of the byelaws just in case. The proposed
byelaws and your representatives comments were circulated
to all board members for their comments. The final views of
Catford and Bromley Synagogue were then forwarded to the
United Synagogue to be considered by the governance
working party along with any other comments submitted by
other synagogues….. So watch this space.

It’s Been Hectic at The Ladies Society

The Spirit of Sabbath

By Wendy Isaacs

by Stephen Weil

The High Holidays have been and gone and we would like to thank
all our members, and some non-members, who have helped prepare
the Kiddushim.

A panel of Christians and Jews discussed how to achieve the spirit
of the Sabbath in contemporary London. Hosted by Catford and
Bromley Synagogue, the evening was organised by the Council of
Christians and Jews, SE London branch.

This has been an extremely busy season. It started with
preparing the fruit for the succah, which this year was
donated by Mr. Hogg, one of the Lewisham market traders.
This was followed by the two Kiddushim to honour our
Chatanim on Simchat Torah and Shabbat Bereshit.
The following Shabbat it was all hands on deck to prepare
the Kiddush for the baby naming of Aimee and Darren
Newmark’s daughter, Maxie. This included a children’s
service and we had well over 100 attending.
We held another nonagenarian Kiddush the following week
on 20th October and on the Shabbat after that it was the Bat
Mitzvah of Darcey Morton-Turner, daughter of Emma and
Tim and grand-daughter of Joan and Vic. I am sure Darcey
made her parents and grandparents extremely proud and as
this also included a children’s service we catered again for
over 100.
Our Eshet Chayil this year, Doreen Maizels, had a savoury
Kiddush in her honour on the following week, 3rd
November, and it was again lovely to see so many people in
Shul. Once again our hard working ladies prepared a
Kiddush for over 100 people.

The panel of four, two Christians and two Jews, looked at
the topic from four different angles. Susan, a member of St
Stephen's church in South Dulwich, is training to be a
Reader, a lay licensed minister; John has held leadership
roles in an evangelical Anglican church in north London,
and has been Senior Pastor in an Assemblies of G-D
congregation in Maidstone for 10 years; Vicki is a member of
Hampstead Garden Suburb [Orthodox] Synagogue; and
Carole is from Catford & Bromley Synagogue.

In between these Kiddushim we held our luncheon on 22nd
October with guest speaker Rachel Love, who is an Incident
Response Officer working in the NHS. After an extremely
generous three course lunch we had an interesting talk from
Rachel with Powerpoint display and discussion afterwards.
It was a very informative talk and those at the lunch
realized how lucky we are to have people like Rachel
working in the NHS.

For one of the Christian panellists, the Eucharist is the heart
of the Sunday Sabbath service, providing a “place to meet
the Almighty together”, a reminder of the power of the
Resurrection; for the other Christian panellist, observation of
the Sabbath is rooted in the commandments of both the
Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, as a day set apart, a
day to enjoy each other’s company, together remembering
and praising the Almighty for the gift of Creation.

Coming up there is the Barmitzvah of Gideon Rochman on
8th December when again our ladies will be helping prepare
the savoury Kiddush.

For the Jewish panellists, the 25 hours of the Sabbath
represent a different space and time from the working week:
no work, no cooking, no travelling. It is a time when the
family gets together to mark the start of the Shabbat on the
Friday evening with the lighting of the candles, blessings
over wine and bread and Shabbat dinner; attending the
Shabbat morning service in the synagogue; and relaxing in
the afternoon before marking the end of the Shabbat with a
special ceremony. The Jewish panellists did say that they
sought to follow more strictly the rules of the Shabbat while
they were bringing up their own children in order to set
them an example.

Finally I would like to say thank you again to all our ladies
who come along every Shabbat and help with the
Kiddushim.

The synagogue has a new outreach committee. We are:
Jennie Sugarman, Eric Lindsey, Sharona Joshua and
Matthew Burchell.
Have you met anybody who is Jewish but unaffiliated to a
Jewish community? Would they enjoy social interaction?
Everyone is welcome, whatever their age or background.

For south-east London in particular, Carole pointed out the
compromises involved in living in a predominantly nonJewish area, as distinct from other parts of London with a
larger Jewish population, which have greater access to
synagogues and to kosher food.

Could your child have a school friend who is Jewish? Do
you know a new Jewish college student or co-worker who
would like to come and celebrate festivals or social events
with us?

There were many interesting questions from the audience.

Please contact us on outreach@catfordsynagogue.org.uk

Thank you very much, Catford & Bromley Synagogue, for
your hospitality!
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ME, THE MOVIES - AND REAL LIFE!
Ex journalist Henry Kutner tells all
It is 1962 and my first day at the Daily
Sketch, then Britain's second biggest
seller. I have just finished sub-editing a
rather dull story. Now it's ready for the
printers.
"Boy," I yell, exactly as I have seen in
the movies. An elderly gentleman
swiftly appears, pushing a trolley
laden with tea and coffee and inquires
my preference. The features editor
notes my bewilderment, moves round
to where I am sitting and gently tells
me: "Henry, this is not like the movies.
Here we take our own copy down to
the print room." Yet another illusion is
shattered.

Food abuse on a
massive scale
It all starts in October 1937, a month
after my birth in Kings College
Hospital. Storm clouds are already
gathering over Europe. But in a
beautiful garden in Denmark Hill the
sun is shining.
I am the guest of honour and the
centre of attention. It is my pidyon
haben and everybody is crowding
round my pram to admire my
beauty.Then they make their way
down the garden to a sumptuous
feast. Me - I get some milky substance
and am left with lifelong lactose
intolerance!
This is food abuse on a Jewish scale!
Less than two years afterwards that
German (Austrian really) meshuganah
with a comic moustache hears about
my prowess as Brixton's infant
prodigy. So he starts a war and I'm
having to sleep in the garden!
The war over, Brixton elects its first
Labour MP - Lt. Col. Marcus Lipton,
like our family a member of Brixton
Synagogue. But fascism rears its ugly
head, both in my primary school and
in regular marches led by Oswald
Mosley to coincide with the finish of
Shabbat morning services at Brixton
Synagogue. Years later, when I am
chief reporter of one of the South
London papers, I interview Mosley.
He denies attacking Jews and tells me
that some of his best friends are Jews.

Now where have I heard that before?
But before my newspaper career starts
I win a scholarship to Strand
Grammar School, sited just off Brixton
Hill and opposite Brixton prison. It
proves a convenient location for a
number of our pupils!
In 1954, when I am 16, my father dies
suddenly. I know from bar mitzvah
age that I want to be a journalist, so I
leave school and write to every local
newspaper in London. But only the
Jewish Chronicle will employ me, and
then only as an office boy. Six months
later I am taken on as a junior reporter
with the Croydon Times, one of the
top local papers in the UK. There
follows a three year apprenticeship
during which I meet Prime Minister
Harold Macmillan. He buys me a
drink and gives me a copy of his

Meeting
the Duke of Edinburgh
speech. I promptly phone this over to
the national newspapers, who pay me
well for the story.
My apprenticeship over, I move to the
Willesden Citizen as chief reporter.
Soon I am meeting the Duke of
Edinburgh when he opens an
extension to defence specialists Smiths
Industries in Cricklewood. He finds a
bunch of attractive female employees
to chat to and leads them to the
canteen, much to the consternation of
the directors.
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A major attraction in the area is the
Gaumont State cinema in Kilburn, a
3,000 seater which also stages regular
live shows. These are always preceded
by press conferences to meet the stars.
There I interview, among others,
Buddy Holly, Guy Mitchell and the
great Louis Armstrong.
Of particular interest is Canadian
singer and songwriter Paul Anka, then
16. My then girl friend is a huge fan,
so I take her not only to the show but
also backstage while I interview the
star. She gets his autograph and I
figure I will get my reward in the time
-honoured way. But that's another
story and not for the Gazette! Suffice
to say that for a petite young lady she
packed a powerful punch!

Bob Hope at
The Palladium
I also attend film previews, where I
interview stars such as Terry Thomas
and Sid James, both highly amusing.
Even more interesting are the female
starlets who adorn the previews!
After a largely fun-filled 18 months in
Willesden, I return south, to join the
South London Observer. One of my
first assignments is to try and
interview the great Bob Hope, who is
topping the bill at the London
Palladium. He is visiting Clubland, a
youth club near the Elephant and
Castle, to present gifts and a donation.
He has associations with Clubland
going back to his youth in Eltham.
Hope arrives with his manager, his
driver, and the U.S. ambassador and
agrees to be interviewed. We spend a
hilarious hour together and I tell him I
loved one of his previous shows in
London. Two days later I receive two
tickets for the Palladium, with a note
from the great man saying "enjoy the
show." I did.
In November 1960 I meet my lovely
wife Sandra at an FZY party and we
marry in February 1962. In 1964
Suzanne arrives on the scene followed
15 months later by Harvey. Today
they run the family print business and
I go in once a week to do the admin’.

Continued on page 5

ME, THE MOVIES - AND REAL LIFE!
Continued from page 4
Soon after I marry I join the Sketch,
where the atmosphere is great and
under a union agreement I get £9 per
shift in cash as well as my salary!

Own My Own
Newspaper
My ambition is to own my own
newspaper, so I leave the Sketch. We
are living in a flat in Peckham above a
shop which Sandra runs. So I decide
the paper will cover the London
Borough of Southwark.
We launch the first edition of the
South Londoner as a free distribution
monthly in January 1969. We get
good advertising support and six
months later we go fortnightly.
Another six months and we publish
60,000 copies weekly.
Soon we launch a second weekly
paper, covering the London Borough
of Lambeth. All this from the flat
above the shop, with five full time
staff, two part timers and about 80
door-to-door distributors. By this time

we are living in Beckenham and
members of Catford Shul.
We persuade Marcus Lipton to
become our chairman and we
entertain major advertisers in the
House of Commons, which works
well. When Marcus celebrates 25
years as an MP the local West Indian
community throw a big party for him.
Guest of honour is Prime Minister
Harold Wilson and I spend half an
hour telling Harold how to run the
country. He ignores my advice and
soon afterwards loses the next
election!

Publishing 240,000
copies a week
Later in 1970 we sell 40% of our equity
to an investment company and we
move to purpose built premises in
Streatham, from where we launch two
further newspapers, covering the
London boroughs of Wandsworth and
Merton. By 1972 we are publishing
240,000 copies a week and employing
a full time staff of 50 plus the freelance
distributors.

Bromley Wizo Eretz
Marilyn Burchell Chairman

I'm happy to report that this year we sent over £7,000 to Head
Office which included £3,000 for Jewish Women’s Week. So, thank
you to all of you who have supported us so generously this year.
During the year we had outings to the Postal Museum,
which was greatly enjoyed, and to Westminster Synagogue
where we were shown the Czech Scrolls, which are housed
there. The Shul Chairman gave us a most interesting talk,
followed by refreshments. Two greatly different outings, but
equally appreciated.
We also hosted a sell-out Bridge and other games afternoon
which is always popular, and followed in October with a
sale of Sophie Daniels beautiful jewellery, which was not
well supported although we still made a worthwhile profit.
On 16th December we will be holding our very popular
Supper Quiz together with the Maccabi Youth Club and it's
still not too late to book a place.
We wish you all Chag Sameach and look forward to some
exciting events in 2019.
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Later that year relationships with the
investors become strained. They want
expansion. I want consolidation. We
agree to part, but it is far from
amicable, with the lawyers taking a
large chunk of the settlement.
I use the settlement to launch Jewish
World as a monthly magazine. There
are promises of substantial capital
injection, but they do not materialise.
So I close the magazine down after a
year, having lost a great deal of
money.
In 1979 I become publishing director
of a multi-national tourism quango,
which involves spending up to three
months a year travelling to the USA,
Europe and Scandinavia, with Sandra
often accompanying me.In 1987, fed
up with office politics, I leave to set up
the print business in Battersea.
Has it been an interesting life? I don't
know, but I've enjoyed most of it and,
along the way, met some fascinating
people. I'd do most of it all over
again, but I might just hesitate about
supporting Millwall!

Maccabi Celebrates

Mazeltov

by Jo and Jacob Kat
Following our
highly successful
summer project,
it's taken a while
to get back into
the swing at club
so far this year.
What with
yomtovim, half
term and various
children's services
on Shabbat, there
have been few Sunday sessions in September and October.
We are hoping that we shall get back to having regular
attendance soon.

Hanna Bord

On the marriage of her son,
Jonathan, to Lital

Darcey
Morton-Turner

On her Batmitzvah. Daughter of
Emma and Tim, granddaughter of
Joan and Vic Goldberg

Condolences

We do have plenty to celebrate though! Massive
congratulations from us all to Darcey Morton-Turner on her
Batmitzvah. We're really grateful to Darcey and to her sister,
Beau, for continuing to come along to club as young leaders.
Unlike in previous years, we don't have a large pool of
young supporters and so their contribution makes a huge
difference. At the other end of the age spectrum, we have
some new recruits, who are settling in well.

Robert Graham

We are sorry to advise of the loss of
his wife, Thelma

Eddy Arram

We are sorry to advise of the loss of
his sister, Joyce

Anthony Rochman

We are sorry to advise of the loss of
his father, Michael

Stone Consecrations

We look forward to welcoming them and many more of the
cheder children who are coming up to the age when they can
join us.

Henry Greenberg

Sunday 2nd December
Waltham Abbey

12.00 noon

Beryl Baum

Sunday 20th January
Waltham Abbey

12.00 noon

Valerie Wayne

Sunday 10th March
Bushey

10.30 am

Anita Freeman

Sunday 31st March
Waltham Abbey

10.30 am

Catherine Jay

Sunday 14th April
Waltham Abbey

3.00 pm

Thelma Graham

Sunday 19th May
Waltham Abbey

1.00 pm

David Levy

Sunday 14th July
Bushey

5.00 pm

Civic Candle Lighting
Thursday 6th December 7 pm

The Mayor & Mayoress of Lewisham invite all
the community to Chanukah Candle Lighting in
the Civic Suite, Lewisham. If you would like to
attend and for more information please contact
admin@catfordsynagogue.org.uk
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A CELEBRATION OF PEACE
By Hilary Segall (Redbridge Synagogue), reproduced with her permission.

One hundred years ago to the day the Armistice was signed,
effectively ceasing hostilities across the Western Front and beyond.
Beneath the churned mud lay the bodies of hundreds of thousands
of men, fathers, sons, brothers, uncles, cousins and pals, sleeping
forever where they had fallen.

veterans, whom we had seen on the screens, to progress
down the Mall, probably dispersing to the nearest pub! We
then continued our way down into Whitehall – those around
me, and indeed I as well, had assumed that there would be
nobody left but to our amazement Whitehall was still
packed and people were clapping us. What had we done?

One hundred years later and I was one of the privileged
10,000 drawn in the ballot to walk at the Cenotaph and pay
their respects. The day dawned grey and overcast but
arriving in the beautiful surroundings of Green Park the sun
broke through and I lined up with strangers, sharing stories
of their ancestors and all hoping that this moment of
commemoration would bring about a more just and
thoughtful world.

“eyes left” to “salute”
Nothing brave or heroic but we were there.
If you had a wreath then one of the Scouts lining the route
took it and laid it for you while we “marched” proudly
along, as one turning “eyes left” to “salute” the Cenotaph.
At this point I espied my son, Alexander, thoughtfully kitted
out wearing an orange beanie, busily taking photos of his
mum wearing her parents’ service medals.

“The atmosphere was electric”
The atmosphere was electric people chatting, getting coffee
from the thoughtfully provided refreshment stalls and
snapping away at everything in sight. Set up along the Mall
were screens which showed the actual proceedings just a
short distance away in Whitehall. Suddenly the mood
changed – with the playing of the pipes and the familiar
tunes of the Skye Boat Song, Men of Harlech and Nimrod,
the attendant crowd imperceptibly straightened up and fell
silent. Flashed up on the screen was a request to be
absolutely silent and not use flash photography as the Kings
Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, were forming up behind us
and the request was not to upset the horses. As one the
crowd remained silent and we watched in awe as the Troop
trotted past, their distinctive headdresses bobbing along and
the guns pounding on the road.

Down past the Cenotaph, into Birdcage Walk and along into
Green Park where we were “dismissed”. I made my way
back to Green Park tube, back to Baker Street, where I had
arranged to meet Robert and Alex at Reuben’s! And jolly
tasty it was!
I cannot fully explain how much today meant to me. My
father, born in 1914, was 2 when his father enlisted and so
sadly never knew him. He was killed in September 1918,
outside of Arras and is commemorated on a wall of a British
War Grave Cemetery at Vis-en-Artois.
The fifth commandment is to honour one’s parents; I hope
that today I have gone some way to doing that.
November 11, 2018

At precisely 11am, one gun boomed out as the Great Bell,
affectionately known as Big Ben, chimed 11 times. The
nation observed the customary 2 minutes silence, ended by a
further one gun salute and the Last Post.

Remembrance in Lewisham

“Who knows what went through the
minds of those there? “
Who knows what went through the minds of those there?
Some were remembering fallen comrades from conflicts
across the globe and down the years: the 1st & 2nd World
Wars, the Korean War, The Falklands and, sadly, Iraq and
Afghanistan. Some were there to honour a grandparent or
great-grandparent, who had made the ultimate sacrifice, in
giving their today for our tomorrow (John Maxwell
Edmunds, 1916). Others were there just to pay tribute to
those who lay where they fell.
After the prayers and hymn The Rouse was sounded and
the National Anthem resonated along the lines of those
standing, waiting to be allowed to step-off and proceed to
the Cenotaph. We were told that at 12.10 columns A & B
would commence (I was in column B) and with great
military precision we started to move down the Mall
towards Admiralty Arch. There we had to wait for the

The Mayoress, Liane Segal, accompanying the Mayor, Damien
Egan, at the commemoration service in the Borough of
Lewisham also attended by Catford and Bromley Synagogue
Chairman , Joe Burchell.
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The Catford Music Club – ‘I Vow to Thee My Country’
By Rev. David Rome
November 11th 2018 marked one hundred years since the end of
the First World War and it was up to us to decide how we should
commemorate such a momentous anniversary. The aptly named
‘I vow to thee my country’ evening was about to be born.
With the sterling support of Sharona Joshua, every detail
and nuance of the forthcoming evening was planned, from
the eclectic range of musical pieces, the colour of the
serviettes to decorative poppies on the table and then the
most arduous of tasks - the table plan.
The event began with a selection of songs from WW1 and
WW2 before the audience was served with a hearty supper.
Wow, what a meal Leila Rome and her team cooked for 120
people! beginning with vegetable soup, followed by honey
chicken and roasted potatoes with vegetables and finally
trifle ably produced by Phyl Tomlinson.

What a band! Even if I appear a tad biased, I have to say that
my new band is absolutely fantastic and ever so diverse.
Constituting the effervescent Sharona on the piano, myself
singing, Phil our bass guitarist and former guitarist with
Robert Plant - lead singer of Led Zeppelin, James on the
drums and Jeremy on saxophone, they really did make the
evening unforgettable.

It was much like a wedding simcha with music interspersing
each of the courses.
Songs included some rarities such as ‘The Alcoholic Blues’,
harking back to the First World War era of prohibition.
Timeless favourites included ‘The White Cliffs of Dover’,
‘This is the Army Mr Jones’ and Glenn Miller’s ‘Chattanooga
Choo Choo’.

One of the treats of the night was a picture collage of the
parents and grandparents of our attendees who fought in
the British forces in both world wars produced by our
Chairman, Joe Burchell. A Powerpoint presentation was
pieced together by Gerald Rose to add a little comedy
during the musical performance. One of the funniest
moments appeared during the song ‘We’re Gonna Hang Out
the Washing on the Siegfried Line’ as we were greeted with
a picture of the Siegfried Line and a picture above of
washing on a line.

The club welcomed the great and good of local society
including the former Mayor of Lewisham, Sir Steve Bullock,
the new Mayor of Lewisham, Damien Egan, the Mayoress of
Lewisham, Liane Segal, Ellie Reeves MP, The Venerable
Archdeacon of Lewisham & Southwark, Alastair Cutting,
The Senior Vice President of the Board of Deputies, Sheila
Gewolb, Cllr Pauline Morrison and many other
distinguished guests.

The evening was described as ‘a master class of
entertainment tempered with poignancy’.

Our guest of honour was a young soldier, Second
Lieutenant Louis Trup, who recently qualified at Sandhurst.
He is one of approximately 150 Jewish soldiers currently
serving in Her Majesty’s armed forces. He spoke movingly
and with lyrical eloquence about his experiences as a Jewish
soldier and of the history of Jewish people in the armed
forces.

A moving moment occurred when The Venerable
Archdeacon of Lewisham & Southwark recited a heartfelt
prayer in memory of those who had lost their lives. He
ended each stanza with all assembled saying together: ‘Lord
G-D hear our prayer’ which he entertainingly explained to
us was originally a Jewish phrase later taken by the
Christian community.
Thank you to the Catford community for attending this
memorable occasion. It would not have been a success
without your support. A huge thank you must also go to the
security team who kept us safe.
The evening concluded with the immortal words recited by
our army veteran Gerry Power after the haunting ‘Last
Post’ was sounded:
“They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old. Age
shall not weary them nor do the years condemn. At the
going down of the sun and in the morning we will
remember them.”

A rare treat was having our very own Life Vice President
Gerry Power, himself a former Sergeant and Lieutenant,
singing two verses of ‘Lily Marlene’ which he wrote many
years ago while serving in Salerno, Italy.
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