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President and Cantor strike the right note at Melava Malka
by Carole Abrahams
It may have been cold and dark and damp
outside, but inside Catford Shul it was
all warmth and light on the evening of
Saturday 11 February as eighty people
celebrated a Melava Malka. The event
was organised by Rev David Rome, who
invited an interesting and entertaining
speaker, Jonathan Arkush, and a versatile
cantor, Robert Brodie.
Robert, who often performs as soloist
with the Zemel Choir, gave an
immense amount of pleasure as he
sang a variety of pieces, including
arrangements of prayers, Yiddish
songs and Victorian “Parlour songs”.
An excellent meal was prepared by Felise White, ably
assisted by Mitch Bourne and Joan Goldberg.
Jonathan Arkush is the President of the Board of Deputies
and this was his first visit to Catford Shul. After saying some
nice things about the synagogue and the community, he told
us how his involvement in Jewish communal affairs had
grown from co-founding the Student and Academic
Campaign for Soviet Jewry in the 1970s, through
chairmanship of Borehamwood and Elstree Synagogue, to
his current position.
As a young man, Jonathan saw the plight of Jews in Soviet
Russia as a modern day version of “let my people go”. He is
rightly proud of the success of the campaign, which resulted
in a million Russian Jews making their home in Israel as
well as another half million who went to the USA and other
countries. Because of this work, he became “persona non
grata” in Russia, and would have been refused entry had he
wished to visit. Fortunately this no longer applied forty
years later, when he went to Russia in 2016 as part of the
European Jewish Congress delegation which met with
President Putin.
Having been asked to “keep it light”, Jonathan went on to
talk about his youthful travels to Kathmandu and
Afghanistan, though he reassured us that he had definitely

not been a hippy. He is
married to Carol, and
their three grown-up
children, and 3
grandchildren all live
in Israel. However the
talk could hardly be
restricted to personal
anecdotes and it was
quite clear how
passionate Jonathan is
about his work for the Jewish community and the challenges
that he has had to face.
Jonathan asked to be introduced to various people,
including Liane Segal and Rachel Levy, and Stephen Weil
who chairs the SE London Council of Christians and Jews.
The evening ended with the raffle draw, which raised £300.
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Chairman’s Message by Joe Burchell
It is a pleasure to
make this report
for the Pesach
edition of the
Gazette. Since the
last Chanukah
Gazette the
synagogue has
been busy with
some really
enjoyable events.
There can’t be
many
synagogues who
were able to celebrate birthdays with three members in their
nineties - especially all within a few weeks of each other.
Others have also celebrated their 90+ birthdays this year.
We have enjoyed several successful occasions including
musical concerts, a Melava Malka and the Youth Club /
Wizo Quiz. Perhaps topping all those events personally was
the service and reading of the Megillah Esther during
Purim. The explanation of the text was easy for all to follow.
We enjoyed a truly great Sunday when the synagogue was
filled with children and adults in fancy dress, with the
Minister and teachers joining in the fun as well. The
homemade hamantashen were baked here in the synagogue,
and were appreciated by all. Our Cheder really is a credit to
the synagogue!

Gerry Power, Marie Blumenthal and
Maurice Berg with 285 years between them

We were pleased to welcome the Jewish Chronicle to the
synagogue, and we will hopefully be featured in the
Community Section of the publication.
The Synagogue AGM will take place on 17th May. Please
send any questions that you have to the Administrator by
the 10th May so that any issues can be properly addressed:
admin@catfordsynagogue.org.uk. There will not be an election
this year so we do not need to vote in a new board.
Our accounts are not confirmed as I write this, however I am
confident that our financial position is better than in
previous years - with the hard work of our accounts team.
We continue to make improvements to the health, security,
safety and welfare of our members and the community at
large. As you may well know, the existing partitions
between the hall and synagogue are extremely heavy, and
are in a poor state. We are pleased to announce that we have
now invested in automatic folding partitions, which we
hope to have fitted before Pesach. Having obtained a
number of quotes, we eventually agreed to pay £7000 for
this essential work. Should anyone wish to make a donation
to help us with this considerable outlay it would be
gratefully received. If you wish to remain anonymous please
call me on: 07850797477 and that will be honoured.
Finally, I wish you all a happy healthy and enjoyable Pesach
from Marilyn, our family and myself.

A mystery guest at the Purim Party
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Board of Management Update by Eddy Arram
It was agreed by the Board that its
deliberations should be more transparent
and informative to the synagogue’s
members. This will be in the form of
feedback via the Gazette. Clearly not all of
the Board’s deliberations can be made
public nor would you want to read about
all that goes on (it is not the intention of
the Gazette to send its readers to sleep!!!)
but we will try and keep you informed.

as he anticipated a healthy result for
by the Minster and the head teacher. A
the synagogue’s finances. A
request was also made for volunteers
suggestion that fees could be made by
to help in hearing the children read.
debit/credit card was not endorsed by
Regular reports are made to the Board
the Board. The Treasurer anticipated
on security at the synagogue, which is
that the draft accounts would be ready
constantly being reviewed to ensure
towards the end of the first quarter of
that it is up to date and fully effective.
the year. He also informed the Board
The Board receives regular reports
that all synagogue employees had
from the various societies and
now been issued
committees of the
with a contract of
synagogue. Because
employment, and,
New
Functions
of personal reasons
where relevant, in
accordance with
committee chairman the Chairman of the
Functions
current legislation a
needed
urgently
Committee has had
pension had been
to stand down. This
put in place. The
is an important part
Treasurer noted that
of the community activities and a new
December is the end of the financial
chairman is urgently required.
year and he had been in constant

Since the Yom Tovim the Board has
met four times. The agenda covers all
activities of the community and starts
with the Chairman’s opening remarks.
At the first Board meeting of 2017 , the
chairman reviewed the past year. He
noted that we had unfortunately lost a
number of members which was very
sad. On the other hand the Synagogue
had made successful contributions
communication
both to the local and
with our
wider community.
accountants. It is
The
Treasurer
was
Over the year there
therefore not
had been a number
in an upbeat mood
unusual for one or
of interfaith
two issues to be
activities including
raised with the
the Holocaust Memorial Day in
Board
in
regard
to
our financial
January, the hosting of lunch for the
practices.
All
societies
and clubs etc
Lewisham Faith Walk in March and
using
the
synagogue’s
premises must
very successful meeting of the Council
ensure
that
they
have
their
own
of Christians and Jews in June.
insurance
as
the
synagogue’s
November saw a packed synagogue
insurance policy does not include
for an enjoyable Cantorial Concert.
them. It was noted that some users
The last night of Chanukah was
already had their own insurance in
attended by the children of the cheder
place. Another issue raised was the
as well as local faith leaders, the
payment of expenses. In future
Mayor of Lewisham and many other
payment for all expenses incurred by
dignitaries. In November Sharona
anyone must be submitted to the
Joshua was co opted on to the Board
Treasurer and detailed on an expense
of Management.
pro-forma and be accompanied by
The Minister, along with the Vice
supporting vouchers. Payment will be
Chairman has been fully involved
via BACS. Clubs and societies
with the preparations of the Holocaust
associated with the synagogue must
Memorial Day. Meetings to organise
allow the Treasurer
the 2018 HMD have already taken
to have sight of
pace. He has also attended the
their accounts. The
The Board
cheder classes, arranged events at
Treasurer and the
the Synagogue, facilitated shirum, as
Chairman are in
well as carried out his other duties
discussion with the United Synagogue
relating to the welfare and well being
regarding the pay over from the
of the community.
Synagogue members to the United
Synagogue.
The Wardens noted that Friday night
service attendance had declined and
The cheder is progressing well and we
this was a worry. They had also been
have three paid teachers. Prize giving
involved with the Holocaust
was in December. A fund raising
Memorial Day preparations. They
event for the cheder is planned for
reported that two sifrei torah were
some time in 2017. The cheder
being repaired with the cost being
children took part in a very successful
borne by donations.
Tu B’Shevat Seder held after the
The Treasurer was in an upbeat mood

Shabbat service. This was organised

The Board also receives reports from
two outside bodies, the Board of
Deputies and the United Synagogue.
There has been no meeting of the
United Synagogue Council so far
during 2017. The Board has, however,
received a very detailed presentation
by Carol Abrahams, who is the
synagogue’s representative at the
BOD. She informed the Board of the
BOD’s aims, objectives, actions and
activities. She highlighted the
competition for a new Holocaust
memorial which will be sighted next
to the Houses of Parliament. She
urged everyone to go onto the BOD
website to view the various designs
for the memorial and vote for the one
which they feel will be most
appropriate.
So there you have it for the time being.
The Board works hard to ensure that
the Synagogue, its members and the
community at large work in harmony
with each other.
Remember whilst
works hard you may be
having that second
cup of tea and are
settling down in front of the TV on a
cold, wet and windy Monday
evening some 20 of your fellow
members have turned up in a cold
hall to ensure the good and efficient
running of our synagogue.
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The Chief Rabbi’s Pesach Message 5777
Pesach is our festival of questions.
It is no exaggeration to say that questions are amongst the most potent tools at our disposal for improving ourselves, for educating others and for shaping and changing our world for the better.
Our tradition considers it a sacred task to ask, probe and explore. We take questions seriously. To
question is not necessarily to reject or to undermine; rather, it is seen by our intensely discursive tradition as a way of refining our understanding of the truth, and of the part we must play in the universe.
Asking the right question at the right time can provide an entirely new perspective on life, it can expand
our knowledge and open up whole new vistas of understanding. But, like any truly powerful force in this
world, questions can also be used to destroy. They can seed doubt and create confusion and fear.
That is the reason why, during the Seder, when questions are so central, we have a carefully structured
environment which provokes constructive questions and encourages thoughtful answers.
A sincere question is a request for deeper understanding and requires a certain degree of humility on
the part of the questioner. Indeed, that is the reason why questions are such an important part of Jewish
tradition. We are taught in Pirkei Avot, that the classic answer to the question ‘who is wise?’ is: ‘one who
learns from every person’, and the term that we use to describe even our most accomplished teacher is
talmid chacham - ‘a wise student’.
It is this humility and sincerity which we find in the question of the wise son, “What is the meaning of the
laws and traditions God has commanded?” From his effort to seek meaning from those around him we
discover the respect he holds for them and his readiness to learn from them.
Compare his approach to that of the wicked son, who asks, “What does this ritual mean to you?” He
seeks no meaning for himself. On the contrary, his question is designed to undermine and to be scornful of what those around him believe.
It is perhaps inevitable, particularly when we hold a strong view, that we will feel less inclined to hear
the thoughts of others. And yet, it is essential that we never lose the humility to learn. The point at which
we are quicker to undermine the views of others than we are to seek value in them is the point at which
our contribution to the world ceases to be a positive one.
Over the course of the last year, our world has become more polarised than at any time in recent memory. We have become steadily worse, it seems, at disagreeing respectfully and at keeping an open
mind. This Pesach, may we all be blessed with the humility, not just to ask the right questions, but also
to be prepared to learn from the answers.
Valerie and I wish you a chag kasher v’sameach.

Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis
April 2017 • Nissan 5777
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Minister’s Mantra by Rev. Cantor David Rome
Pesach is for our children and future
Many of our
festivals are geared
towards children.
Purim is primarily
for the children as
one can observe
from the fun and
exciting array of
costumes. I
remember as a
youngster the joy of
lighting the
Menorah on
Chanukah and
receiving a present
every night. We can
also note that on
Pesach much of the
essence of the Seder
service is for the
children.
The Ma Nishtana is when the youngest at the table asks the
four questions about why this night is different from all
others. The four people mentioned in the Haggadah serve to
show the children about the notions of good and bad.
The afikoman Matzah is hidden at the beginning of the
Seder usually by an adult, and at the end of the meal the

children search high and low for the missing Matzah. The
process of hiding and seeking the afikoman is primarily
intended to keep the children alert during the Seder. It gives
them something to stay up for and not go to sleep.
The afikoman is integral to the Seder service which portrays
the importance that children have within Judaism and our
ritual. It is often remarked that children are like sponges.
When they learn information they take to it like a sponge
with water. They soak up the knowledge akin to a sponge. It
can be said that Judaism belongs to the children. The
children are the carriers of our sacred tradition and they will
pass it on to the next generation. Maybe this is why the
Seder service centralises the role of children to such a
degree. Pesach is the children's festival when they learn
about the Jewish people leaving Egypt.
In our community we are so blessed to have a growing
cheder.
When I joined the community in 2012 the cheder had three
children. There are now 25 children on the register with
more to join and it is steadily growing month by month. Just
like the Seder, we at Catford place enormous importance on
educating the children. Please do feel free to pop in on a
Sunday morning and observe the vibrancy of our cheder
and the excellence of our teachers.
May our Pesach Seder serve to teach all our children about
the exile from Egypt and how we are to live our lives as
Jewish people in a world of increasing secularism.

A Fine Cantorial Concert by Felise White
A Jewish Gala Concert was held at
Catford and Bromley Synagogue
starring; Cantors David Rome, Stephen
Robins, David Shine and Henry Black
with musicians David Silkoff, Miriam
Kramer, Bob Sydor, Sharona Joshua and
Emily Theodore.
They were accompanied by The
London Cantorial Singers under the
direction of David Druce. The
compere was Henry Grunwald OBE
QC who is a Past President of the
Board Of Deputies and head of
Shechita UK.
This was a magical evening with our
synagogue transformed into a music
hall which was quite amazing to
witness. The room was full to capacity
with almost 200 people attending. We
were treated to wonderful solos by
our very own Reverend David Rome
with his magnificent voice. The other
cantors named above were delightful
and a joy for all. They sang solos, in
duets, trios and quartets. They were
all different ages and types of voices,

everyone who contributed to this
event helping to make it such a
tremendous success. I am sure that I
can say on behalf of the audience that
a very enjoyable time was had by all.

the mixture was incredible, the
atmosphere was electric, and it was a
true pleasure to listen to. The
musicians were delightful and it was
so nice to hear live music in the
synagogue. A very spiritual eperience.
The London cantorial singers stood in
front of the Aron Kodesh spreading
out into the shul on either side. There
were so many men with such
powerful voices. I can only hope that
this type of concert can be repeated
with the Catford walls bursting at the
seams with people again and buzzing
in the coming years.
Very nice refreshments were served in
the interval by the Ladies Guild.
Thank you to the ladies and to

Welfare Committee
Several months ago the shul formed
a new welfare committee, with the
object of helping members to get to
doctor’s and hospital appointments,
occasional shopping and lifts to
and from the Friendship Club and
similar shul functions and any
other occasions when transport
may be needed.
With a little notice our band of
volunteers will try to fit in with the
needs of the community. There is no
charge for this service. For any further
information please contact Phyl on:
07803 708179 or leave a message on
the shul phone: 020 8698 9496
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Could you be a friend to people in your community living with Dementia?
by Gill Yentis, Dementia Development Practitioner - Jewish Care
We are a community that takes pride in
being a caring, family centric community
that looks after older and vulnerable
people. We are also a community with a
higher than average older population. We,
like any other community isn’t exempt
from the statistics and the reality
of dementia.
At Jewish Care we know we can’t face
the challenge of dementia alone. Our
goal is to increase the know-how
among all of us in the Jewish
community so we can help people
with dementia to feel more included
in their community be it in shul, a
local communal organisation or in the
neighbourhood they live in.
Since its launch in 2013 we have been
supporting the Alzheimer Society’s
dementia friend’s initiative. The
initiative aims to increase awareness
and understanding of dementia and
then turns that understanding into
action. Dementia Friends is about
learning more about dementia and the

Alzheimer’s Society and some of them
small ways you can help. From telling
have also shown their commitment to
friends about Dementia Friends to
further work by becoming
visiting someone you know living
dementia friends
with dementia, it
champions. These
maybe about
It doesn’t take much
Jewish dementia
working with your
champions
community to
to make a difference to friends
have pledged to
ensure you are
continue to raise
supporting
the lives of people
awareness and
members living
living with dementia lead the way in
with dementia to
ensuring our
feel part of the
community
community or shul
increases support for people living
events and services.
with dementia and those who care for
It doesn’t take much to make a
them. We know that the steps we are
difference to the lives of people living
taking as a community are small steps
with dementia. With understanding
to tackling a huge challenge.
comes knowledge about how you can
In the meantime, we will continue to
support someone living with
do all we can to work in partnership
dementia when you come into contact
with communal organisations and
with them.
provide a range of services to ensure
In the last two years over 350
people living with dementia can have
members of the community have
a meaningful life and that those who
attended dementia awareness sessions
care for them are supported.
run by Jewish Care and the

WIZO and Maccabi Supper Quiz

Ladies Society
by Marilyn Burchell

Catford Synagogue was a hive of activity
audible differences of opinion and the
from 4pm with preparations for the
general concensus was that it was a
evening supper quiz, food prepared in the
greatly enjoyable evening with Pip's
kitchen, tables laid,
humour
appreciated by
raffle table organized,
answer board being
everyone.
It was a greatly
prepared and general
During the interval
enjoyable evening
good humoured
when tea and
rushing around in
with Pip’s humour
biscuits were
order to be ready by
served our team of
appreciated by
6.30pm.
raffle ticket sellers
Along came a large
covered the room
everyone.
crowd of quiz
and a generous
enthusiasts, over 90
total of over £300
in fact, waiting to be entertained by
was made.
Pip Wolfson's latest quiz and well fed
After the last four rounds of the eight
by the WIZO and Maccabi ladies.
in total, it was a close call as always,
After welcoming everyone, a delicious
but Tony & Marcia Rose's table won
meal of salmon, potatoes and
and packs of playing cards were
vegetables, followed by apple and
distributed to the winning team. The
rhubarb crumble was served. Pip then
raffle was called, all the prizes
introduced the quiz and a buzz went
distributed and final votes of thanks
round the room as the anticipation
went to the team preparing the event,
arose. There were no disappointments
and to all the participants. A grand
with the quiz which this year had
total of £1200 was shared between the
more table question papers so heads
two committees.
were close together and everyone
could take part. Luckily there were no

by Benita Dent
The Ladies Society has been very
active as usual with a particularly
busy period during the High Holy
days when we catered all of the
various kiddushim.
Decorating the succah was a pleasure
as always with various members of
the community joining in to construct
the succah and prepare the fruit to
decorate it. The end result was lovely
and our thanks go to all that helped to
create the succah in 2016 and we look
forward to lots of community
involvement when succot comes
around again in 2017.
We are planning a lunch in late spring
so please keep a look out for the date.
These lunches with a speaker are
popular and as this is our main
function of the year we do need your
support. The money raised goes
towards the kiddushim and anything
that is needed in the kitchen.
We continue to need help, so please
come along and join us – you will be
most welcome.
Chag Sameach to you all for a Happy
Pesach.
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Orange Juice and Cake – a Lifesaver

by Paul Stanton

Sitting next to Frank Simmonds at a Board of Management
meeting is fun, he is always guaranteed to liven proceedings up
with his strong sense of right and wrong. He has an interesting
story to tell as have so many of our members.
By the time
Frank was nineand-a-half years
old he had
already
experienced a
great deal. The
date was 25th
November 1944.
War had been
raging and
young Frank was
evacuated to
Bideford, North
Devon to avoid
the bombing of
the London blitz.
When it was
considered safe
enough he had
returned to New
Cross and going
to synagogue on
Shabbat was back on the agenda. The South East London
Synagogue had been hit by a bomb and destroyed so Frank
made his way to the temporary synagogue which was in a
room on Lewisham Way.
After the service young Frank decided to pop straight into
Woolworths to buy a paper chain to decorate his bedroom.
As he was leaving the shul he was stopped by a well-known
pillar of the community called Mrs. Brett, whose daughter
later married Mr. Sharman, the local kosher butcher. She
offered him orange juice and a piece of cake which could not
be refused. Five minutes later Frank was on his way again
and was crossing the road outside the Marquis of Granby
pub with paper chains on his mind.

He sensed a sudden movement which was followed by a
blinding flash, a roar and a dense cloud of black smoke. The
Woolworths store which had been packed with customers
had ceased to exist, the Co-op next door had collapsed and
all in a passing bus were killed. The movement that Frank
had seen was a German V2 rocket arriving without warning
which hit and exploded leaving 168 people dead.

Frank was one of the first on the scene, even before the
emergency services. The sights he saw have stayed with him
to this day. He picked his way through the debris and
carnage before starting up a hill to get home when he was
met by his frantic mother running towards him. She was
looking for Frank and his older sister, Rosie. News soon
reached them that Rosie had suffered a couple of cuts and
bruises but was safely in a nearby pharmacy.
But for Mrs. Brett’s orange juice and cake Frank would have
died in one of London’s worst civilian disasters of World
War Two. He would not have had his bar mitzvah in the
rebuilt South East London Synagogue which was officiated
over by a new Reverend working in his first placement,
Reverend Immanuel Jacobovits, who later was to become
Chief Rabbi. Simmonds Transport Ltd would not have run
fourteen lorries and his greengrocery business would not
have graced Bromley Road. Dean and his brother Spencer
would not have been, and Frank would not be on the Board
of Management of Catford and Bromley Synagogue.

Challah Bake by Joan Goldberg
Once again, this year, we took part in
the Chief Rabbis Challenge by holding
a Challah Bake in the Synagogue.
All ingredients were bought, and to
make life easier, weighed out ready
for our bakers by Dorit, our instructor,
and a few helpers.
As bread needs to be left to prove
(rise) twice during the process, the day
becomes very social, as we sit and chat
while time passes.
This year, as even our large ovens
were not large enough to bake all the
Challot, most of the ladies took their
bread home to bake. A few were

Community

baked in the Shul for us to enjoy at the
Kiddush on Shabbath morning. We
did 'take off Challah' and burn it, as is
the custom, Reverend Rome can
explain it to you.
The feedback has been great, and
everyone enjoyed their and our
communal efforts.
Bookings are being taken for next
year, and Dorit has already agreed to
come along to instruct us in the fine
art of Challah baking again..
Many thanks to the ladies who helped
me run the day, and Ronit for her
participation and encouragement.
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The Anatomy of Paddys Shabbat Supper by Paul Stanton
were told, the food was lovely with
thanks to Eric, Jenny and Micheline.
Reverend Rome contributed so much
to entertain us and his contribution
cannot be over estimated. Special
thanks are due to Ray the caretaker
and Rose the waitress who were
brilliant.

The Inception
‘Twas a cold late December Friday
night but the synagogue was warm as
the small minyan gathered. My sister
and two nieces were alone in a gloomy
corner of the ladies section behind the
mehitza save for one other. They had
come along to say a prayer for Robin,
my brother in law. I thought how sad,
lonely and inhospitable the scene was,
surely there must be a way of getting a
few more people to come along.
I remembered a Shabbat supper that
Gerald Rose had organised some
months prior which was a fun night so
why not do it again? After the January
Board of Management meeting a quick
chat with our minister and Eric
Lindsey produced enthusiasm and a
convenient date, March 17th and blow
me down it was St Patricks Day –
Paddys Shabbat Supper was born.

The Plan
A priority in any Jewish function is
obviously food – Jenny Sugarman and
Micheline Bourne came on board and
we were sorted. We had a meeting
and then another, the shul hall was
booked, advice on catering on a Friday
night was sought, the rules of the
synagogue meat kitchen were made
clear. What fun. The event went on the
website, leaflets were distributed and
Phyl Tomlinson made sure that the
notices were full of Paddys Supper
notifications.
We had decided that the optimum
number that we could cater for was
between twenty and thirty. At the
beginning of March we had nine
signed up so I was planning on
making an Irish stew at home instead.
Suddenly we had support and ended
up with thirty two revellers so we
were game on.

I think that it all worked out pretty
well and the synagogue did not look
sad on a Friday night. The place was
alive and busy; the atmosphere was
warm and friendly, so different from
that December night.

Mitzvah Day
by Phyl Tomlinson
Paddys Night
Friday dawned to find Joan Goldberg
and Emma busily making shamrock
biscuits . The tables were laid and
things were taking shape, the stage
was set. The kitchen was a flurry of
activity at 5pm and a humungous
amount of food was to be cooked. Pea
soup, then chicken with green veg’
and mushrooms followed by
meringue, Swedish Glace and berries
were to be created for the people that
we hoped would turn up.
No worries, the synagogue filled
up with over forty people as not all
had signed up for the dinner. The
ladies section was bustling and the
service was underway. Our minister
substituted some Hebrew tunes
with traditional Irish melodies to
set the tone.

We had a phenomenal response from
the shoppers there - the amount of
goods donated was incredible and
very humbling to witness.

The Execution
Tuesday 14th March brought a trip
to the Kosher outlet on an old
industrial site somewhere off the
North Circular Road which produced
chicken and a trolley full of stuff that I
was assured was needed. Onwards to
Tesco Brent Cross, a foreign land to
me, to be faced with a kosher wine
mountain – Things were looking up.
Back to Catford where the Friendship
Club was in full swing and more
instructions were received.

A group from Catford & Bromley
Synagogue, organised by Rowena
Rosenfeld spent Mitzvah Day,
Sunday 27th November 2016, in
Waitrose Beckenham collecting food
for the Lewisham Food Bank.

Dinner was served, lubricated by a
little Irish whiskey and wine. Between
courses Reverend Rome taught Irish
songs that were sung with gusto by all
and he told a story about the Irish
branch of the Rockman family. Songs
were sung, jigs were danced, jokes

A lot of the customers in a
predominantly non-Jewish area such
as Beckenham expressed an interest in
the concept of Mitzvah Day and were
impressed that a Jewish organisation
should be collecting for a food bank!
In fact several asked if they should get
kosher food for us.
Apart from providing food for those
less well off than ourselves I feel this
has done a great deal to further
interfaith relationships in our area.
A real mitzvah.
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Friendship Club by Rowena Rosenfeld
We are pleased to say the atmosphere at the club has become like
one big happy family with our normal attendance between thirty
and thirty five people. Everyone seems to get on well together and
conversation flows while members compete with each other
playing board and card games. Each week everyone comes together
to share news, make new friends and cement existing friendships,
the club is well named.
An opportunity to celebrate a member’s birthday is never
wasted and recently we had the chance to celebrate the
birthdays of three of our synagogues most senior members;
our First Lady Marie Blumenthal, Our honoury Vice
president Gerry Power and Maurice Berg. Others have also
celebrated their 90+ birthdays with parties this year.
We have a meeting every Tuesday from 10.30am until
3.30pm. We enjoy a 3 coarse meal cooked by a willing band
of volunteers at a cost of only £5.00. On a personal level I
would like to express my thanks for all donations that the
club has received which will enable us to ensure that the
Friendship Club continues to thrive.

HMD and Maccabi
by Joe & Jacob Kat - C&B Maccabi Joint Youth Leaders
Maccabi was proud to take part in the Holocaust Memorial Day
Production again this year in January at the Rivoli Ballroom,
ensuring we continued to provide a Jewish youth presence at this
important event.
The theme this year was How Does Life Go On? Thank you
to those who took part, some of them for the first time:
Milly Burchell, Asher Falcon, Darcey Morton-Turner,
Beau Morton-Turner, Dov Paniri as well as our directors,
Jacob Kat and Olive Supple-Still. The piece they devised
was based on the parallels between children who came to
the UK as part of Kinder transport and the present day
refugee crisis.
It is always a
challenge to
make sure
that our
contribution
is ageappropriate,
especially
for those
taking part
for the first time, and we were delighted to hear that the
children returned to their schools afterwards and shared
their understanding of what happened during the Holocaust
and the lessons we all need to learn from it.
Many of the Catford cheder parents are ex-Maccabi
members themselves and it's been great to see attendance
at club improve as the older children start to attend
regularly on Sundays. We can only hope this continues and
we can expand our numbers. We're grateful to everyone
for their support.
Please get in touch if you're not yet on the email list and
would like to keep up-to-date with all of the news. Our
contact e-mail is catfordandbromleymaccabi@hotmail.co.uk

Sports
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Catford & Bromley Maccabi Football Club Lives by Lester Jacobs
52 years and Catford & Bromley Maccabi
FC still represents south London in Jewish
football. Throughout that period we have
provided Sunday football at adult youth
and junior levels. We’ve seen other
southern hemisphere sides such as Brixton
Maccabi Sutton Cedars and South
London Old Boys come and go. Yet not
only have we continued to survive but we
remain by far the oldest club name in the
Maccabi Southern Football League
(MSFL)…. Europe’s largest Jewish
football league.

thought that by adopting the famous
black and azure stripes of Inter Milan
(the Barcelona of that era) we might
have some of their mazel! We still
wear the same colours today and one
might say still share the Italians
present ‘miserable’ fortune too.

In the last decade member clubs of
Maccabi League have dwindled from
almost seventy teams to fewer than
thirty leaving the league today with
just the three divisions. CABMA are
presently in the third tier. With family
commitments
and live TV
football fast
becoming a
priority with
many young lads
Sunday league
football in
general is going
through an
arduous time.
Sadly we no
longer have the
numbers to
sustain a team
locally. In fact
centre-back and
Treasurer Joel
Isaacs together
with I as club
chairman are
now the only
true South
Londoners
Team of 1968 with Harry Isaacs, Lester Jacobs
actively
and Julian lee.
associated with
the club and we
Whenever I return to the community
both live in Borehamwood.
I recall being told of how our club
Having ceaselessly run the football
President Melvyn Windsor (now
club for nearly fifty years as player
living in Westcliff) met with Carl
and manager I called it a day last year
Isaacs and Mick Freedman circa 1964
suggesting that should they manage
to stump up the cost of kit and
equipment Mel would bring over
some of his teammates from
Brixton Maccabi to form a new team
representing Catford Maccabi
Youth Club.
They provided the funds and within a
couple of years that team had won
promotion to the MSFL’s Premier
Division. Then just four years later the
club formed a second eleven featuring
youthful club members Harry Isaacs,
Julian Lee, and yours truly. We

and having made that decision I
feared that without a successor
Catford Maccabi FC‘s future looked
decidedly short term. Jeff Gotch a
stalwart player of several years but
with absolutely no sniff of south
London in his DNA spoke out as if a
genuine Catfordonian saying he
“couldn’t stand by and see the club fold”
and therefore stepped up to succeed
me. He has magnificently restructured
the squad by recruiting several new
young cats. However it has to be said
that realistically the clock might still
be ticking!
I would like to make a special mention
of thanks to Stephen & Hilary Cluer
who in the name of their business
Furnitubes Plc have been the club
sponsors providing us with kit and
equipment for the last 25 years. Now
in semi-retirement they have called
time on this generous support which
has been greatly appreciated by the
many players who have represented
us. Happily we have secured new
sponsorship and are now supported
by a north-west London and
Hertfordshire based property
company called Just Mortgages.
Despite such a major transformation
over the last twelve months this
current term has been a real mixed
bag having started the season on a
winning streak, a miserable eight
game slump set in - ending any title
and cup ambitions for another year before a final mini revival which has
placed the team in mid -table. You can
of course follow the footballing
fortunes of Catford Maccabi FC in the
weekly Jewish press or The JC Online.
Hopefully in twelve months I will be
reporting on our 53rd year.
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The Catford Music Club
Entertains and Unites by Sharona Joshua
The Catford Music Club (CMC) was created with an aim to bring
high quality concert performances of eclectic musical genres to
Catford and the neighbouring areas, and to attract local people
with an interest in music. This has long been a passion of mine
and three years ago it had become a reality.

Mazeltov
Avril Hitman

on being awarded British Empire
Medal for services to people
with learning disabilities in
Bromley through Magpie Dance

Emeritus Rabbi Amit
and Jaffa

on the birth of a grandson, the
first for their daughter Odelia

Condolences

I pitched this idea to Rev David Rome who thought this to
be an excellent idea. Together we went about setting things
into motion. It seemed logical to hold concerts at the Catford
synagogue as it has a very nice hall. We also use other
locations in the area, which helps us reach out to people in
the vicinity other than Jewish community members.
We have enjoyed a growing interest in the CMC both from
Jewish and non-Jewish local communities.
Programmes so far have ranged from jazz through to music
hall and into classical music. We recently put on a mega
cantorial concert celebrating the height of Jewish religious
and non religious music. This event attracted a good two
hundred people from all walks of life including high profile
dignitaries such as Colonel Bob Stewart MP and Sir Steve
Bullock. With a growing interest and mailing list we are
hoping this venture will pick up momentum and become
THE musical attraction for Catford and adjoining areas,
alongside the local film and arts festivals that have both
successfully been launched this year.

Claire Kulaway

on the loss of her grandmother
Kit Solomon, mother of Ann
Gaus

Louis Kleinman

on the loss of his brother Donald

Philip Sonenfeld

on the loss of his wife Frances,
mother of Mark and Barry

Marcia Rose

on the loss of her sister
Denise Elman

Angela Bloom

on the loss of her husband
Robin, father of Samantha
and Daniella

Susan Lader

on the loss of her mother
Sara Packer

Joy Springer

on the loss of her daughter
Janine

Margaret Kaye

on the loss of her mother
Laurelle Freeman

Stephen & Daniel
Hockman

on the loss of their mother Trude

Stone Consecrations
Sidney Burman

Sunday 30th April at 12.30pm
Waltham Abbey

Lulu Stone

Sunday 30th April at 3.00 pm
Waltham Abbey

Morris Springer

Monday 1st May at 11.00 am
Bushey

Jack Reef

Sunday 11th June at 1.30 pm
Waltham Abbey

A Blue Sapphire Anniversary

Jeffrey Crystal

Sunday 23rd July at 1.30 pm
Bushey

Shirley and Denny Vickers celebrated their 65th wedding
anniversary with a wonderful kiddush on Shabbat 18th March.

Elaine Stiglitz

Sunday 1st October at 10.30 am
Waltham Abbey

Hearty congratulations to you both from all at
Catford & Bromley Synagogue.

Denise Elman

Sunday 12 November at 10 am
Waltham Abbey

We would like to thank all of those from the community
who have come to support the music club. It means so much
to see your smiling faces peering at us from the audience.
Please look out for future concerts and do send your email
details to catfordmusicclub@gmail.com if you would like to
be notified of future events.

