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G A Z E T T E

    
C h a n u k a h  2 0 1 8 

The community has had a very busy 

period since the last Gazette was 

published. 

We have been through the serious 

times of the High Holy Days. They 

were well supported and I trust that 

you found the services meaningful. 

Since then it has been a pleasure to 

have celebrated a Batmitzvah, a baby 

naming and three Catford special 

kiddushim for our honoured members 

"ÏÈÐÙÔÈÕɀÚɯ"ÏÈÛ 

By Joe Burchell 

An advocacy body that represents ALL British Jews in the public arena on subjects as 

diverse as anti-2ÌÔÐÛÐÚÔɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÉÖÜÙɯ×ÈÙÛàȮɯ!ɀÙÐÛɯ,ÐÓÈÏɯÈÕËɯ2ÏÌÊÏÐÛÈȮɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ

ÏÖÜÚÐÕÎɯȱɯÊÈÕɯÚÜÊÏɯÈɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÌßÐÚÛȳɯɯ.ÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÚÐÚɯÖÍɯɁÛÞÖɯ)ÌÞÚȮɯÛÏÙÌÌɯÖ×ÐÕÐÖÕÚɂɯÈÓÖÕÌȮɯÐÛɯ

should not be possible.  However, this is what the Board of Deputies of British Jews has 

been doing for some 250 years.  It takes its strength from the fact that the 300-odd 

Deputies are the democratically elected individuals from each participating synagogue, 

charity and communal body, who meet eight times a year to discuss the issues of the day on 

which they need to make representations to parliament and others. They also elect the 

executive bodies and working groups who carry out the day to day work of the Board and 

attend meetings with government ministers, local authority officers and representatives of 

foreign countries, as well as visiting Jewish communities around the UK. 

 

In November, we hosted a meeting at which the delegates from Catford & 

Bromley Synagogue and Bromley Reform Synagogue ɬ Carole Abrahams and Joe 

Millis ɬ spoke about their roles and experiences as Deputies and answered 

questions from the floor.  It was chaired by Joe Burchell and attended by members 

of both communities, including Bromley Chairman John Posner.  
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Improving the Daily Lives of Jews in Britain  

by Paul Stanton 

this year. We will shortly be holding 

our first Barmitzvah for many years in 

our synagogue. The shul is buzzing 

and I hope that you all have or will be 

enjoying the simchas. 

 

Chanukah is a lovely festival and this 

year we have a first which I hope that 

you will support.  

 

We and the London Borough of 

Lewisham have arranged a candle 

lighting with entertainment and food 

to which all Lewisham and Bromley 

residents are invited. It will take place 

at The Civic Suite on Thursday 6 

December, arrive at 7pm for 7.30 

please. I am sure that it will be a very 

enjoyable evening, so do try to attend. 

 

May the lights of the Menorah shine 

upon us all for good health and peace 

as we enter 2019. 

 

Mitzvah Day   

by Rowena Rosenfeld 

The generosity of Waitrose customers is 

quite amazing. Trolleyfulls of food and 

other donations were collected by Catford 

and Bromley members on Mitzvah Day. 

This year the collection was made to 

support the Lewisham Food Bank which 

unfortunately is in great need. 

 

All the volunteers from Catford are 

members of the Friendship Club 

ÞÏÐÊÏɯ×ÙÖÝÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɀɯÓÐÍÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

ÖÓËɯËÖÎÚɯàÌÛɀȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÐßÛÏɯàÌÈÙɯ

of doing this Mitzvah  
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Joe Millis gave a brief history of the Board and outlined 

some of its current campaigns.  He stressed that it represents 

ÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯɁÏÖÔÌɂɯÊÖÜÕÛÙÐÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ4*ɯ×ÓÜÚɯ&ÐÉÙÈÓÛÈÙȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

recently hosted a BoD Regional Weekend.  Carole gave a 

flavour of the proceedings of the BoD, which, as well as 

advocating directly with parliament on behalf of the Jewish 

community, has increasingly strong links with 

representatives of other faith communities and universities.  

Both speakers mentioned Tell Mama, a Muslim project that 

measures and records anti-Muslim incidents in the UK.  This 

is modelled on, and supported by, our CST (Community 

Security Trust) and, like the CST, provides support for 

victims as well as trying to prevent trouble.  The BoD is a 

sponsor of the CST.  The speakers stressed that the Board is 

a secular body, so it does not rule on matters of halachah, 

although it often represents the community on the basis of 

rulings that have been made by rabbis or rabbinic bodies.  

!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÐÛɯÏÈÚɯɁÌß×ÌÙÛɯÞÐÛÕÌÚÚÌÚɂɯÐÕɯÕÜÔÌÙÖÜÚɯÍÐÌÓËÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ

Board is able to argue its case compellingly whatever the 

subject, and has enjoyed numerous recent successes that 

have improved the daily lives of ordinary Jews and 

sometimes, by extension, of adherents of other faiths.  

Questions were asked on subjects including funding, anti -

Semitism, security, how the Board of Deputies represents 

the Jewish community, how (if at all) it is perceived by the 

non-Jewish population and what support it offers for 

communities outside London.  These were all answered in 

full by both Carole and Joe.  

  

This interesting and illuminating evening made it clear how 

important it is for each synagogue to elect and support a 

Deputy and the roles that those Deputies play, so please do 

not ignore the reports that they sometimes make and the 

occasional appeals to fund them.  Thanks are due to Carole 

and Joe not only for participating in this Q&A but for all that 

they do in this context for our communities.  Thanks also to 

Stephen Weil from Bromley Synagogue, whose brainchild 

the evening was, Joe Burchell for chairing and all those who 

provided refreshments and patrolled the premises for 

security purposes.  

Board of Deputies                     
Continued from page 1  

REFUAH SHELEMAH  
 

If you know of someone for whom you would 

like a Refuah prayer, please let the synagogue 

office know their Hebrew name and the name     

of their mother 

A number of actions that have taken place at the United 

Synagogue that are the cause for celebration.  

The Chief Rabbi has been active within the community at 

large. He has held meetings with other faith leaders to 

cement better understanding. He has also issued guidance to 

Jewish schools on the treatment of LGBT students.  This 

summer Tribe recorded its largest number of attendees and 

held camps not only in the UK but in Europe, America and 

Africa. A second Asylum Centre has opened in Waltham 

Forest. Two new kosher restaurants granted licences by the 

US Kashrut Division have opened. One of which is open for 

business on Shabbat. And finally the New Bushey Cemetery 

is now open. 

 

At the last United Synagogue Council Meeting in October 

representatives were presented with revisions to the United 

Synagogue Byelaws with a timetable for comments to be 

made by the next Council meeting in December for 

implementation at the March 2019 elections to Synagogue 

Boards of Management. This timetable is very short to say 

the least and a number of objections were raised to it but 

ÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÖÝÌÙÙÜÓÌËȭɯ3ÏÌɯ4ÕÐÛÌËɯ2àÕÈÎÖÎÜÌɀÚɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯ

party on governance did a lot of hard work in reviewing the 

byelaws. Whilst some of the revisions are sensible and 

positive others are controversial. Further, some may affect 

the byelaws relating to affiliate synagogues, but these were 

not identified at the meeting so your representatives made 

comments on all of the byelaws just in case. The proposed 

byelaws and your representatives comments were circulated 

to all board members for their comments. The final views of 

Catford and Bromley Synagogue were then forwarded to the 

United Synagogue to be considered by the governance 

working party along with any other comments submitted by 

ÖÛÏÌÙɯÚàÕÈÎÖÎÜÌÚȱȭȭɯ2ÖɯÞÈÛÊÏɯÛÏÐÚɯÚ×ÈÊÌȭ 

United Synagogue by Eddy and Judith Arram 


