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A Very Special Occasion

The short service got under way with a rousing rendition
from the London Cantorial Singers who were led by our
Minister. The two scrolls were brought into the synagogue
and taken on three circuits of the bimah. The choir was
singing away along with their soloist, Cantor Henry Black.
Prayers were said for the Royal family and the State of Israel
and the two scrolls were then taken back to their place in the
ark.

by Paul Stanton

I realize that it is hard to believe upon sight of my youthful
features and the hint of silver in my hair but a little over fifty
years ago I waded through my barmitzvah. The grand affair was
conducted in the current shul hall, the ark was the cupboard where
the table cloths are kept now. Mine had to be one of the last b’nei
mitzvah to be held in the hall as next door was a building site that
was soon to be inaugurated as the synagogue that serves us today.

Our Minister, Rev. Rome, gave an address on the theme of
continuity. This was followed by a delightful presentation
by our cheder children who bravely stood on the bimah and
told us why they love cheder. How times change. They are a
credit to the cheder teachers and community.

Our new synagogue came into being after a colossal effort
by the community to raise funds and jump through the
many hoops required to create our purpose-built shul. Fifty
years have passed since the first service was held within it
on April 29th. It is fitting that we celebrated its anniversary
on exactly the same date.
The occasion was made sweeter because two of our Sifrei
Torah had been in need of repair and could no longer be
used. They had to be returned to a scribe who repaired
damaged lettering using a quill and ink. He also ensured
that the handles and parchment were in good order. This
was not a cheap exercise and again members of the
community pulled together to raise the necessary funds. It
seemed appropriate that they should be returned to the
synagogue, repaired and kosher, during the service to mark
the shul’s anniversary.

The Cheder presentation
There followed another prayer and next our Chairman, Joe
Burchell, took to the lectern and spoke about the history of
the shul and the importance of our inter-faith commitments.
He also presented a certificate of appreciation to Sir Steve
Bullock who was shortly to stand down from his position as
Mayor. The certificate recognised the support that
Lewisham Council had demonstrated to the Jewish
community and other faiths during his tenure. This clearly
took him by surprise and he thanked us and spoke
personally about his feelings towards the community.

A good many members of the community were seated along
with many past members who came from afar, even some
who had moved to North London. They seemed pleased to
be back. We were also delighted to welcome the Chief
Executive of the United Synagogue, Dr. Steven Wilson, and
Saul Taylor, who is a Trustee, Dr Sheila Gewolb from
the Board of Deputies, Sir Steve Bullock, the outgoing
Mayor of Lewisham, the incoming Major of Lewisham,
Damien Egan, several senior representatives from other
faiths and leaders from Bromley and Greenwich Councils.

Dr Steven Wilson then addressed the community on behalf
of the United Synagogue and spoke about the vibrancy and
warmth of the Catford community. The choir then led the
congregation singing Adon Olam and then we all trooped
out for tea.
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Chairmans’ Chat

By the time you receive this we will
be entering the High Holy
days period and as you are all aware it
is a time for reflection, for forgiveness
and for thinking about others less
fortunate than ourselves. Also, of
course, coming to synagogue to see those
you have not seen since this time last year!
So, wishing you a happy and healthy
New Year and well over the fast on Yom
Kippur from all my family to all of yours.

by Joe Burchell
Forces Ceremony at Allerford Road,
the Faith Walk and some interesting
talks. Of course there are the regular
activities such as the cheder,
Friendship Club, Youth club and in
particular this year the very
successful Summer Project. Our
profile in the Boroughs of Lewisham
and Bromley remains very high and of
course the appointment of Liane Segal
as Mayoress was not only an honour
for her but for the community as well.

In articles in this Gazette you will see
the positive side of the
community and synagogue
covering such events as the Armed

Financially it has been a very difficult
period and that is why reluctantly I
appeal to you for extra support with
donations. The biggest expense that
we have incurred recently is the
removal of any grant for security and
that costs us £6000 per annum. We
need an upgrade to our Fire
Protection system and are
currently receiving quotes in excess of
£2000 at the time of writing. We are
facing the possibility of having to
purchase a new
commercial dishwasher and

Ministers’ Missive

by Rev Cantor David Rome
The High Holydays are as much a time for
reflection as new year resolutions. We look
back on what we have accomplished in the
past year, our successes and failures, which
in turn helps us to move forward in the
future by learning the lessons of our past
endeavours.

Our loved ones and relatives often
have a profound effect on the way in
which we lead our lives. I myself have
a number of relatives who guide my
life. The two who are probably familiar to most of you are my grandparents Rabbi
Judah and Celia Rockman z’l. Their leadership of this community throughout so
many decades has had a major effect on the way in which I seek to lead this
community. A major facet of their lives was to act with compassion, kindness and
understanding, which I similarly believe is so important when leading a
community and in our day-to-day relationships with each other.
Every Shabbat there is a list of members that have yahrtzeit - the anniversary of
the passing of a close relative and throughout the year we make special prayers for
your loved ones. I have noted that many of us did not have the pleasure of
knowing your parents, grandparents or siblings who are no longer with us, so the
memorial prayer is often a distant gesture on behalf of the community.
I came up with the idea (one which I do not think is performed in any other
community) to ask you on the week when you have yahrtzeit to provide me with
some words or anecdotes about the deceased, so that I can then share them with
the assembled community. When we then make the memorial prayer we have in
mind who that person was and some of their achievements which thereby allows
this memorial prayer to achieve a new life of its own.
The High Holydays is a time for reflection and also a time for remembrance. Let us
remember all the good deeds of our loved ones so that it should have a positive
effect on the way in which we lead our lives as we enter the new year.
I wish the whole community a very happy and healthy new year.
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water heater. The cost of Council
waste collection is up 8% plus in
addition to the usual annual increases
in expenditure.
At the first meeting of the new Board
of Management the Financial
Representative, endorsed by
myself, gave a guarantee that we
would not increase membership fees
during 2018/19. I know there are
those who believe that an increase is
the best way to increase revenue,
however experience tells us that it is
not that simple. I am currently in
negotiation with the United
Synagogue on behalf of all the
affiliated synagogues with regard to a
reduction of our pay-over and I
believe I am making progress.
We still have one of the lowest
membership fees charged by United
Synagogues, so if you feel able to,
please do send us a donation to
help. I will no doubt be asking
again for donations to other causes on
Yom Kippur. Sorry!

Board of Management Update

Civic Honours

by Eddy Arram

by Paul Stanton

A new Board of Management, some new faces and a few old ones.
The Board has met twice since the elections and has got straight
down to business.

You may have noticed that in the Pesach
Gazette there was a short biography about
a member of our congregation, Liane Segal.
With that in mind I think it is rather
special to report on another page in Liane’s
extraordinary story in this edition.

With new data protection legislation coming in to effect it
was agreed to adopt the Privacy Policy Statement as
suggested by the United Synagogue and send it to all
members. It was noted with a great deal of pleasure that
Liane Segal had been asked to become Mayoress of
Lewisham for the coming year.

In May, Lewisham Council installed its
new Mayor, Damian Egan, who has
taken over the role from a steadfast
friend of our synagogue, Sir Stephen
Bullock. Damian, in turn, appointed
his choice of Mayoress, Liane Segal.

The Board noted the success of the 50th anniversary
celebrations of the shul at which two Sifrei Torah were
rededicated. The Minister reported that there was a good
attendance on the first day of Shavuot and approximately 25
cheder children took part in the service. The service at the
Garden of Remembrance to celebrate Armed Forces Day
was a huge success as was the Inter-faith Walk.

The role, which is called ‘Mayor’s
Consort’ when taken by a man, has
traditionally been given to the partner or other family
member of the Mayor. Damian claims
his decision to instead select Liane, stands as a symbol of
Lewisham’s openness to refugees and migrants from across
the globe.

The issue of women being more involved in services, as in
Rev Amit’s time, was raised but the Minister stated that
Dayan Gelley had said that this was not acceptable.
The vote for the Chatanim and Eshet Chayil was held.

Mayor Egan said : ‘I am delighted that Liane Segal will be
Mayoress of Lewisham. Liane has been a longstanding
campaigner against racism and antisemitism. I couldn’t
think of a more inspirational figure for young people as our
Mayoress”.

Finances are ticking along but it was noted that a number of
members had still not changed their payments from the Coop Bank to the Metro Bank and they should do so as soon as
possible. The shul insurance covers school visits. The United
Synagogue announced that as from 1 January 2019 they
would be taking FES payments direct from members as
opposed to the present practice of this being done by the
shul. It is important that members ensure that they are up to
date with their FES payments as this could result in extra
costs being asked for by the Burial Society at times of upset.
The Board noted, however, that any case of hardship may be
supported by the shul’s benevolent fund.

In an official statement Liane said: “Lewisham is stronger
because of our history in welcoming residents from all
corners of the world. I hope that by sharing my story, others
will see it is as important as ever to provide sanctuary for
people fleeing persecution.”
Olivia Marks-Woldman, chief executive of the Holocaust
Memorial Day Trust, said: “Appointing a Kindertransport
refugee to this position sends a clear signal that Lewisham
welcomes refugees and encourages everyone to learn more
about the Holocaust, at a time when anti-Semitism and
racism are on the rise across Europe.”

The cheder has some 33 children registered. Prize giving
was held on 7 July but there was a very poor attendance of
children. The Board agreed that the Minister and head
teacher should write to parents expressing the Board’s
disappointment.

The Outreach Committee Needs Your Help

It was noted that there were now only two Maccabi youth
clubs in London, one of which is Catford. Tribe are
planning to visit the club to assist in expanding activities.

The synagogue has a new outreach committee. We are:
Jennie Sugarman, Eric Lindsey, Sharona Joshua and
Mathew Burchell.

A meeting was held between the shul and the United
Synagogue’s Outreach team, headed by the Trustee
responsible for membership. It was very positive with a
number of ideas and suggestions as to how the shul could
seek new members were made. A small committee was
formed to work on taking these ideas and suggestions
forward.

Have you met anybody who is Jewish but
unaffiliated to a Jewish community? Would they
enjoy social interaction? Any age group is
welcome.

Funding from the CST for security will be coming to an end.
However donations have been received which will allow the
shul to continue with employing security cover. The more
donations made for this activity the longer we can continue
with the services of the security company

Could your child have a school friend who is
Jewish? Do you know a new Jewish college
student or co-worker who would like to come and
celebrate the high holy days or festivals with us?

Current membership is 265. Encouragingly, there have been
a number of enquiries for new membership.

We hope to organise social events including
Friday night dinners, youth activities and other
sporting and cultural events.

It was suggested that the shul calendars could be given
away free of charge if they were funded by adverts - big,
medium or small. This is being looked into and the board
will be informed of the costs and viability.

Please contact us on outreach@catfordsynagogue.org.uk
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Our Chatan Torah is Greg Kat

by Joan Goldberg
property, while also paying close attention to the safety and
wellbeing of our children and grandchildren.

Greg was brought up in New Cross, and met his wife, Debi, at
Edgware Synagogue when he attended a Yom Tov service in 1993.
Greg says that he is overwhelmed by being selected as Chatan
Torah this year. He has a feeling of immense gratitude that his
name was put forward for this honour. Greg is a swimming coach
by day, and due to the irregular hours he works, is not able to
attend the shul as often as he would wish.

For the weekly club sessions on Sunday afternoons, Greg is
at the gate all afternoon. He has great respect for Udi Paniri,
and Matthew Burchell, who perform the same duty for the
cheder sessions every week.
Greg thinks of the Catford Community as an extension of
his family. He always feels comfortable and secure at
Catford where the community all look out for one another,
which has not always been his experience elsewhere. This,
he feels is becoming more important as anti-Semitism seems
to be rising. Greg feels privileged to be part of this
community, and never feels alienated. He does enjoy the
shul services that he is able to attend, usually on the Yom
Tovim. He does not feel that he is judged by his knowledge,
but by his contribution to the community.

Greg is proud that his family belongs to this community,
and especially that his sons have grown up with Catford
shul in their lives. Joe and Jacob are now involved with both
the cheder and the youth club. Throughout the year, Debi
provides and cooks all the meals at club.
He works alongside Debi, Joe and Jacob as they all make
sure that our Youth Club is up and running safely each
week. Greg is security trained, and provides this service for
every session of the club and the Summer Project. Security
for the Summer Project involves a whole day at the main
gate ensuring there are no problems in and around the

Greg’s contribution is valued, as without security, in todays
climate, the shul, and the club would not be able to function.

Our Eshet Chayil is Doreen Maizels
Doreen was born in Leytonstone, East
London, and moved to Catford at the
tender age of seven. .When Doreen’s sons
Michael and David were old enough, they
joined the Catford cheder. Michael, like
many other children who attended at that
time, still remembers with great affection
the bread and jam sandwiches served after
each session by Rabbi Judah Rockman’s
wife, Celia. However, the Grand- father of
Doreen’s late husband, Sidney, was a
founder member of Brixton Synagogue
and Rabbi Sussman and then Rabbi
Rockman both taught David and Michael
their Bar Mitzvahs, the ceremonies were
celebrated at the Brixton Synagogue.
David became a successful Doctor,
who trained at King College Hospital
in Camberwell, he sadly died, much
too young, in 2009. Michael became a
successful business man. Doreen is
extremely proud of the achievements
of both of her sons.

Vice Chair of the
Ladies Society
Doreen was the Vice Chair of the
Ladies Society, when Tilly Wigoder
was Chairperson. In the early 1960’s
there was a serious need for funds to
expand the existing synagogue
building and for the running of the
shul. The members of the Charity
Committee set about raising the
substantial amount required. When
Betty Goldman, a member of the
Committee saw the need for more

by Joan Goldberg

people to help, Betty approached
Doreen, and she agreed to join.
Doreen remembers knocking on
members’ doors selling bricks for £5
each for the building of the extension
which is the main body of our shul
today. Also, the happy times spent
organising dinner dances at the
Empire Rooms in London with
wonderful tombolas which were
enjoyed by all who attended. At one
dinner dance, Sidney arranged a
raffle, the winner received either a
bespoke coat or suit made by Sidney
himself. A fashion show that evening
was organised by Doreen.

Selling bricks for £5.00
Before the building work was
undertaken, we only had one kitchen
and the cloakrooms were situated
opposite that. With the new
extension, came a second Kitchen,
now the meat kitchen, and more
conveniently sited cloakrooms.
Recently, Doreen’s son Michael has
financed our beautifully refurbished
cloakrooms and the disabled cubicle,
with the support of Doreen, who
sourced and bought all the fixtures
and fittings. Michael has also financed
other aspects of the maintenance of
the shul.
The Charities Committee continued to
raise money after the new shul was
built, which it then donated to worthy
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causes, such as endowing beds to the
Nightingale Home, and local charities
who asked for support. Doreen was a
staunch supporter of the Committee
until it ceased working. Now, she
enjoys attending the Friendship Club
most weeks, where everyone is
friendly and the atmosphere relaxed.
When her sons were young, Doreen
and Sidney attended shul regularly,
with their friends the Harrises.
Although Doreen no longer attends
services, she does love her shul - It is
part of her life. Doreen enjoyed seeing
fathers bring their sons to shul, as
Sidney brought Michael and David.
There were always happy times, and
Doreen gets much nachus from all her
family, and the community.
Doreen would like to see a new
committee formed, which would
again raise money to help the shul.
Small amounts raised would soon add
up.

A great honour to be
selected
Doreen considers it to be a great
honour to be selected to be this years’
Eshet Chayil, although wonders if she
is worthy. I am quite sure that the
Community will join me in assuring
Doreen that she is indeed worthy, and
join me in wishing Doreen and all her
family a very sincere mazeltov.

Our Chatan Bereshit is Isaac Jacob
When Jews were exiled from Jerusalem,
after the destruction of Solomon’s Temple,
they were dispersed to Babylon where they
settled. The area eventually became part of
the Ottoman Empire and is now in
modern day Iraq. Many stayed in Babylon
when the Persian King Cyrus allowed the
Jews to return to Jerusalem. Isaac Jacob
has records stretching back to 1685 to
when his family lived in Baghdad.
Between the 1850’s and 1870’s, the
British occupied India and many
families left Iraq for the safer haven of
India. Isaac’s grandfather, went to
India at this time, and Isaac’s fathers’
uncle became the Chief Stipendiary
Magistrate of Calcutta
The Jews in India were Sephardi who
had many different customs to those
practiced in England. There were
three extremely large shuls in
Calcutta, their general layout was the
same as in England, with a gallery for
the ladies, a bimah in the centre of the
shul, and a door to the ark. The ark
itself formed a long corridor along the
back of the shul furnished with many
shelves. Families in Calcutta donated
Sifrei Torah to the shul whch were
placed in the Ark, the family retained
title to the Sefer Torah. It was the
custom for all the members of the
congregation, including the women, to
kiss every Torah – numbering perhaps
40 or 50, at the end of a service.

His silver covered Indian
Sefer Torah stands
proudly among those in
our Ark today
It was not possible for Isaac’s father, to
bring his family Sefer Torah to
England when he first arrived because
of exchange control restrictions
affecting silver; later he was able to
make arrangements to bring the scroll
from India to Catford. His silver
covered Indian Sefer Torah stands
proudly among those in our Ark
today.
Another different custom was that in
India, at the age of 11, a boy would be
called to the Torah and would recite
his portion with all the Brachot. At the
age of 13, the boy would ‘Lay
Tephillin’ for the first time and he
would then become Bar Mitzvah. This

by Joan Goldberg

was done in the home with all family
and friends present. There was no Bar
Mitzvah as in Europe.

respect. In some cases, English law is
stipulated.

Isaac arrived in Sydenham with his
family at age 12, having already read
once from the Torah, he was Bar
Mitzvahed a little late, in the
September instead of the June,
according to the Ashkenazi tradition
of Catford. Having missed the Elevenplus examinations, Isaac was assigned
to a Secondary Modern School
however, on the recommendation of a
head teacher he had known in
Calcutta, but who had come to
England, Isaac went to a Grammar
School, and then on to Manchester
University to study Law.

Isaac has dealt with a huge amount of
arbitration during his career and is a
Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators. He was one of the
Disciplinary Chairman of ILEA over
all London teachers. He also acted as
an Assistant Parliamentary Boundary
Commissioner charged with
determining constituency boundaries
by holding public hearings.

At the age of 16, Isaac met Sally at
school, who followed him to
Manchester to study for a BSc in
Psychology. They married in what is
now the annex to our shul, in1962.

On a more personal note, Isaac is at
present establishing a Urological
Charity for research into stem cell
implantation in the urethra. Stem cell
research is very expensive and
Urology does not attract support. The
charity will be called CURE:
Collaboration for Urethral Research
and Education

They now have two sons a daughter
and two grand-daughters.
From his upbringing in Calcutta,
where he attended shul regularly,

Recites haphtorah
at our services
Isaac was very fluent in Hebrew, and
studied it for a year at University. He
also taught in our cheder and, when
time permits, recites Haphtorah at our
services. Isaac’s father was Warden at
Catford for many years.
Since qualifying, Isaac has advised the
shul whenever required and, helped
construct the constitution for the B’nai
B’rith, Kent Gate Lodge, a Jewish
Lodge of which Toby, Paul Stanton’s
father was a founder member.
Isaac was a Crown Court Recorder,
until the age of 72. A Recorder has the
same powers as a Judge, but can still
act as a Barrister. It is assumed that
when a Judge reached 72 (now
reduced to 70), he becomes
incompetent and so must resign.
However, Isaac is still very busy, with
most of his work coming from the
Caribbean and Gibraltar. He has been
‘Called to the Bar’ in both these
countries, and also several States in
America, including California and
Arizona. Many countries abroad use
English law, which is held in great
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Establishing a Urological
Charity for research

’Surprised, delighted, and
really honoured’
Isaac says he is ‘Surprised, delighted,
and really honoured,’ to have been
chosen as this years’ Chatan Bereshit.
To our very busy, and deserving
Chatan Bereshit, and his family, we
wish a very sincere mazeltov.

The Chief Rabbi’s Rosh Hashanah Message 5779
By Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mervis

The Talmud prescribes a blessing to be recited upon seeing royalty: “Blessed are You, Lord our God,
King of the Universe, who has imparted of Your glory to flesh and blood”.
The Talmud (Berachot 58a) recounts how the renowned sage, Rav Sheshet, once joined throngs of townsfolk as they lined the
streets in anticipation of the momentous arrival of the King. A heretic mocked the Rabbi, who was blind, since he would
surely not be able to appreciate such an auspicious event. Yet, when the audible excitement of the crowd increased and the
heretic believed that the King’s appearance was imminent, Rav Sheshet told him that he was mistaken – the King had not yet
arrived. This sequence repeated itself a number of times until, eventually, to the astonishment of all around him, Rav Sheshet
announced that the King was about to arrive and, at the precise moment at which he passed, the Rabbi recited the prescribed
blessing. The heretic was stunned by what he had witnessed. Rav Sheshet explained, “Earthly royalty is like heavenly royalty.
God, who is the King of kings, is not found in the wind, an earthquake or a fire, but ‘in a still small voice’” (I Kings 19:12).
With this in mind, it was from the hushed silence that Rav Sheshet knew that the king had indeed arrived.
I was reminded of this passage a few months ago, when I was privileged to accompany HRH The Duke of Cambridge on his
historic visit to Israel. He arrived at the Kotel on a Thursday morning to the sound of dozens of Barmitzvahs and thousands of
vocal worshippers. In preparing Prince William, I had explained that he should expect the entire Kotel plaza to be filled with
a loud cacophony of soulful supplication and joyful song. Yet, something quite extraordinary happened. As we reached the
Kotel itself, silence fell. Services came to a standstill, as countless people stood in quiet reverence. How would he react to
this very special experience? What would he say? The aura of the occasion was palpable – had Rav Sheshet been there, he
would have sensed that something special was happening.
The prophet Isaiah (55:6,7) taught, “Seek Hashem while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near”. The Talmud
tells us that “while He is near” refers to the High Holy Days. For this reason, the central theme of Rosh Hashanah is
‘malchut’ – the kingship of Hashem.
Understanding the privilege of being in the presence of ‘earthly royalty’ can give us an inkling of what it means to be in the
presence of ‘heavenly royalty’. Over the High Holy Days, our attention should be undivided. How will the King of kings react to what He sees? What will He decree? His presence should be met by no more than the ‘still small voice’ of introspection
and prayer.
Let us utilise this timely opportunity to appreciate Hashem’s presence and to be empowered by that awareness to transform
our lives for the better.
Valerie and I extend our heartfelt wishes to you all for a happy, peaceful and fulfilling New Year.

Lewisham Interfaith Walk

by Joe Burchell

The Lewisham Interfaith Walk has become
a regular fixture in the synagogue
calendar and is now in its fourth year. The
walk took place in the afternoon after the
service in The Garden of Remembrance
service. It started from The Hindu temple
in Clarendon Rise, Lewisham.
Some 300 people representing many
different faiths walked together and
were made welcome in the Hindu
temple, The Salvation Army Centre,
Lewisham Town Hall for a talk by the
Mayor, and ultimately Catford and
Bromley Synagogue.

Our chairman made a welcome speech
including this classic line: “This might
be the last place of visiting today but
actually it all started here with us “.
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As one of the MP's remarked
“Lewisham Faith Walk sets the
standard for other Boroughs”

A Night to Remember—Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Rev. Rome spoke about the Minhaggim related to Shavuot not only the use of plants to beautify the synagogue and
homes but the use of spices bringing a lovely aroma. A
Midrash says that the fragrance of spices filled the world as
each commandment was issued.

This custom evolved from the story that says that when the
Israelites were at Sinai, they overslept and had to be awakened
by Moses. As a result, many people stay up all night to study
and celebrate receiving the Torah. These events, known as
Tikkun Leil Shavuot, which literally means “Rectification for
Shavuot Night,” are understood as the custom of studying
with a community in order to re-experience standing at Mount
Sinai, where the Jewish people received the Torah. The Tikkun
Leil Shavuot was developed by 16th century mystics in Safed,
who believed that by studying on Shavuot, they were
symbolically preparing Israel to enter into a sacred relationship
with Hashem

Dinner was then served and thanks to Gerald Rose and Phyl
Tomlinson for obtaining the food and for Joan and her
helpers for setting it out and serving it. Thanks also to Benita
and Joan for the delicious cheese cake, another lovely
tradition.
The last speaker was Sharona Joshua who spoke about the
women in the bible such as Sarah and Esther who became
strong people in their own rights.

It is customary to eat dairy foods on Shavuot because
Jewish tradition compares the words of Torah to the
sweetness of milk and honey.

Benching concluded the evening’s proceedings – well after
midnight – and by all accounts the occasion was enjoyed by
the few who attended and stayed.

The proceedings at Catford commenced with Mincha
which was followed by the Seuda Shlisit- the traditional
Third Meal on Sabbath. Our first speaker of the evening
was Gerald Rose who spoke about the giving of the
Torah at Mount Sinai. After Benching and Ma’ariv there
was Kiddush, Havdalah and the lighting of the candles
by the ladies.

The Work of the Burial Society
Catford and Bromley Synagogue was pleased to welcome Melvyn
Hartog to speak about the work of the United Synagogue Burial
Society. As the head of the Society for seventeen years, he is just
the man to talk on: “Talking about death won’t harm you”.

Joan Goldberg, our second speaker, spoke about Sacre
and interfaith work. Those involved in this area have
truly enhanced and enriched the synagogue’s
relationship with other communities. The exchange of
ideas and understanding of rituals all go a long way in
promoting harmony and good will. This is evidenced by
the many school visits to the synagogue as well as
requests to hold functions in the synagogue hall.

The talk covered many interesting facts about the work of
the Society, which runs and maintains fifteen cemeteries.
These include Bushey, Waltham Abbey and others in the
London area. With a budget of five million pounds, they are
well maintained with modern equipment although it is
worth bearing in mind that the price of a single tractor can
be £48,000 so funds must be managed carefully.
Members of the United Synagogue and Affiliates may make
contributions to the Funeral Expenses Scheme to cover the
costs of a funeral; non-members wishing to be interred in a
United Synagogue cemetery may have to pay as much as
£16,000, which can come as quite a blow to a family dealing
with a recent bereavement. There will always be cases where
a sympathetic approach is necessary, however. A twenty
four hour helpline is available so that advice and support
can be given promptly by the society to bereaved families.
Stone settings and memorial maintenance are important
income streams for the Society. Great care is taken to ensure
that inscriptions on memorials are correct with as much
information as possible on the stone for long-term genealogy
purposes - not just relationships, but the names of those left
behind.
All sorts of situations crop up that require special care or
attention. For example the United Synagogue buries
amputated limbs before a person has died, re-uniting the
person and their limb after death. The limb is buried in a
grave and the grave is marked for that individual. In the
case of a suicide, that person can be buried within the
cemetery.
The talk was fascinating and illuminating. Melvyn is
particularly keen that the rituals of funerals are taught and
explained to the young so that there is greater
understanding of our customs.
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Garden of Remembrance
Annual Service
by Paul Stanton
This was the third year that the Annual Remembrance Service at
Allerford Road Remembrance Gardens was combined with
Lewisham Council’s Armed Forces Day. This is a commemoration
of the human cost of past conflicts during which countless men
and women lost their lives. As in previous years, the role of the
Jewish community was recognized and our Minister, Rev. Rome,
played a significant part in the service. Several members of the
community were present to show their respects and this year our
cheder children were there too.
The standards of various troops were paraded, with
Mathew Burchell and Jacob Kat bearing our two AJEX
banners. There was a welcome by Councillor Bonavia who is
the Council’s Armed Forces Chaplain followed by readings
and prayers by Rev. Marion Barber, the Curate of St
Mildred’s Church, Lee, and an address by Damien Egan, the
Mayor of Lewisham, who was accompanied by the
Mayoress, Liane Segal.

Kol Nidrei Appeal 2018
Zara Pomson – Provisor
I am writing on behalf of Leket Israel, Israel’s premier food rescue
organisation. We would request that this year your community
kindly support Leket as a beneficiary of the Kol Nidre 2018 campaign.

Rev. Rome repeated two of the English prayers in Hebrew
and said Kaddish, a bugler played the Last Post and after a
two minute silence an epitaph was read by Lieutenant
Colonel Conrad Graham.

In 2017, Leket Israel rescued an amazing 2,300,000 hot and
nutritious meals and 15,000 tons of agricultural produce that
would have otherwise gone to waste, redistributing them to
a weekly average of 180,000 needy Israelis through a network of 200 non-profit organisations. The hot meals are rescued from major hotel chains, the IDF and the Israeli Police
Force among others and delivered to both the elderly in government hostels and youth at risk in day schools. Please take
a look at the short Leket Israel video on YouTube illustrating
both the food collections and also the varied range of recipients so badly in need of this food.

The formal ceremony finished with the band playing the
National Anthem and the standards were marched away.
At the rear of the garden there is a memorial for Jewish
personnel who lost their lives in both World Wars. Rev.
Rome recited the Kaddish with members of the community
gathered around the memorial along with the Mayor,
Damien Egan, who is Jewish.
The ceremony was poignant with well over one hundred
people in attendance and was organised by the Council and
sections of the armed forces. The significant involvement of
our synagogue in the programme recognises the
contribution of Jewish service personnel in many conflicts. It
is also another example of our close ties with the wider
community in the borough.

In 2018, Leket Israel aims to supply hot and nutritious
meals to over 700 students in 7 cities. For just £105 we can
provide a student with a hot rescued meal each day of the
school year.
Your congregation’s donation will contribute greatly to our
success in helping to achieve our mission in 2018-2019. Leket
Israel is solely dependent on kind donors such as your synagogue in order to continue its vital work. Please note that for
every £1 that your congregation donates, Leket Israel will be
able to donate £4 worth of food.
I invite you to explore our website: www.leket.org/en/ to
learn more. Leket Israel is a recipient of the Israeli Presidential Citation for Volunteerism and the MIDOT Seal of Organizational Effectiveness and is the Israeli member of the
Global Food-Banking Network (“GFN”).
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A Message from our Financial
by John Wayne
Representative

Ladies Society

by Wendy Isaacs

As you know our Chairlady, Benita, has been indisposed for a
number of months but is now making a good recovery. Despite
this, Benita has been very active, ordering flowers to decorate the
shul on Shavuot and chairing all Ladies Society meetings.

The United Synagogue has decided that from 1 January 2019 it
will collect funeral fees directly from all members of United
Synagogues and affiliates.
The current rate is £74.00 per person annually and it is
reduced to £37.00 for those who have been members for 50
years.

The Ladies Society presents a Siddur to all brides in the
community and on the 27th May we had much pleasure in
presenting one to Denise Norman, nee Schlazer, on the
occasion of her marriage to Daniel. We wish a hearty
mazeltov to Denise and Daniel and her parents, Rosemary
and Ian Schlazer.

In view of this change your future invoices from Catford
and Bromley Synagogue will only show your fees to cover
your category of membership.

There seem to be fewer celebratory Kiddushim this year but
please note there are three very special ones coming up. On
13th October Aimee and Darren Newmark are celebrating
the birth of their gorgeous baby girl, Maxie. On 27th
October Darcey Morton-Turner is being Bat-mitzvah and on
8th December there is the Bar-mitzvah of Gideon Rochman.
I am sure all the families would love to see a packed shul.

You are reminded that it is not possible to pay the funeral
expenses only (FES) as it is a requirement of the United
Synagogue that to qualify for this benefit you must be a
paid-up member of your community.
A letter will be sent out within the next couple of months
regarding this new arrangement.

Our annual luncheon this year is taking place on Monday
22nd October at 12 noon for 12.30pm. This is our main fund
raising event and we look forward to seeing as many of the
community as possible. Apart from a mouth-watering
lunch and good company, we have a very interesting
speaker, Rachel Love, who is an Incident Response Officer
working in the National Health Service. Please come and
support us.

Maccabi Summer Project
by Joe and Jacob Kat - Youth Leaders C&B Maccabi
We just wanted to say a huge thank you to all of you who made the
Summer Project such a resounding success this year. We had 26
children signed up - the most we've had for several years. In the
midst of the heat wave, we had an action-packed and fun-filled
week. Though most of the children were from Catford, we also had
children from Bromley, Croydon and New London synagogues."

The High Holidays are nearly upon us and we look forward
to the cheder children helping to decorate the Succah with
their imaginative pictures. Help will also be needed by the
able bodied to climb ladders to decorate the roof and sides
of the Succah with fruit. There will be Kiddushim provided
after all the services over the holidays.
Benita and all of the Ladies Society wish Reverend Rome
and his family, the Chatanim and all their families and all
the community a happy and healthy New Year.

Cheder

by Judith Paniri

The cheder children continue to work
hard, learning their Prayers, songs and
Brachot. We are so proud of each and
every one of them for what they have
achieved with Aleph Champ, reading and
writing Hebrew.

Comments from parents include: 'a fantastic week. Kids
loved it.' ‘Thank you all for a great week - he had the best
time and wants to come every day!!' ‘Thank you for another
great Summer Project.' 'My two had an awesome time.'
‘Amazing memories for our kids, she enjoyed herself so
much.' 'An absolutely huge thank you to all who gave their
time and energy to running this amazing club!!' 'For my 3
grandchildren, Maccabi Summer Project is the thing that
they look forward to all year, and as always they have
enjoyed themselves so much.'

Festivals and culture are always a
highlight. The cheder children and
Jessica & Darcey
families are very much looking
forward to Rosh Hashanah and the year ahead, with a Bat
Mitzvah, Bar Mitzvah and Baby Naming. Exciting Times!
We would like to take this opportunity to wish the
community Shana Tova.

We'd like to thank Beau and Darcey Morton-Turner, for
their invaluable help on the first two days; Alex Goodman,
who stepped in when he saw we had a shortage of leaders;
the members of the Friendship Club, for welcoming us for
our visit to them on the Tuesday; Greg Kat, for doing the
security on all four days; Debi Alper, for doing the lunches;
the parents and grandparents, for bringing the children and
for your general support; the trustees; and, most of all, the
children themselves. You're all awesome!

Dovid Paniri, Jake Ashton, Finn Gotkine, Eligh Paniri
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United Synagogue Council Report
This year is a year of new things. A new
President of the United Synagogue,
Michael Goldstein, new Trustees and a
new constitution for the United
Synagogue (US) Trustees. There have
been three meetings of the United
Synagogue Council since the elections.
The first was to introduce the new
governing body.
The next meeting dealt with
Rabbinic Careers and Development.
The focus was on how to retain
exceptional Rabbis and Rebbetzens,
recruitment and development. Five
core areas were identified:
recruitment, professional
development, alignment and
relationship building, performance
and roles, responsibilities, terms and
conditions. It was noted that this
would involve a great deal of work
and a steering group consisting of
synagogue honorary officers, senior
US staff and trustees had been set
up. They will provide a development
plan and report back to Council.
Such a revolutionary and modern
approach was met with a huge
number of questions from the floor
including one from Joe Burchell who
wanted to know if all US Rabbis had
Semicha and if not what action was
being taken. It was confirmed that
most Rabbis have Semicha. Some of
the younger ones were finishing
their Smicha before joining the US.
The Office of the Chief Rabbi does,
however, give authority for some
communities to have Minsters who

by Judith and Eddy Arram

do not have Semicha.
It was noted that regrettably the New
Synagogue has had to close as it had a
very small membership of fewer than
50. Most of the members did not live
in the synagogues vicinity.
The second meeting was the budget
presentation. This year the
presentation was very transparent
and clear. The operating surplus of
the US was £74,000 on a turnover of
£39 million. Although income had
increased much of it was ring fenced
e.g. new build projects, education and
FES. As in past years the Kashrut
Division had played a large part in
generating the increase in income.
Assets and membership had
increased due to a number of affiliates
becoming constituent members. The
US membership at present is around
39 thousand excluding affiliates. It
was noted that the US had not
disposed of any stocks or shares or
incurred any borrowing.
The planned direct billing of FES may
incur extra costs and use of resources
in the collection of these fees, a task
which had previously been
undertaken by individual shuls and at
no cost to the US. An assurance was
requested that any increase would not
be passed on either via the FES or
membership (pay over) fees. That
assurance was readily given.

10

The President of the US has been a
busy chap. He has been involved in
setting up a United Synagogue Multi
Academy Trust which is aimed at
developing more Jewish Schools. He
attended a joint HM forces Jewish
Committee/AJEX event at which 3
Jewish chaplains were installed and
the dedication of two Sifrei Torah, one
of which was a gift from the US. He
reported that a number of synagogues
had set up community projects such as
running a shelter for homeless, an
asylum drop in centre and handing
out food parcels. He noted that the
Jewish community had been given a
great honour as the Chief Rabbi had
been asked by Prince William to
accompany him on his trip to Israel.
The Chief Rabbi along with the
Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Archbishop of Westminster had
hosted an interfaith meeting. He had
also hosted a pre-Yom Tov seminar
which was attended by over 100
rabbis. He has also commented and
intervened on the Labour Party’s
definition of anti-Semitism.
This year Tribes summer projects are
being held in the UK, Belgium, New
York and Ghana. The US will be
organising the distribution of honey
cakes to the poor and needy in time
for the High Holy days. The Kashrut
Division has licensed a new restaurant
called Tish which will be the first UK

Bromley Wizo Eretz
by Marilyn Burchell - Chairman
This year WIZO is celebrating its centenary. It's hard to believe
that it is 100 years since Rebecca Sieff, Vera Weitzmann and Romana Goodman founded the Federation of Women Zionists with
Rebecca Sieff as its President.
This came about because Rebecca Sieff, Vera Weitzmann
and their husbands had been on an extended mission to
Palestine and were shocked by the hardship and poverty
facing the young girls there, amongst the many other problems. They decided their aims would be to promote the
welfare of Jewish women and children in Palestine and this
is how the Jerusalem Baby Home came into being. This famous home has now developed into what is now WIZO's
Vocational High School in Jerusalem for teenagers who have
severe emotional and behavioral problems and also a day
care centre for children from 3 months to 4 years. WIZO
now has youth and family centres, schools, youth villages help for any and every member of society across the length
and breadth of Israel.
Our Catford community has always been very supportive of
our events, including Jewish Women’s Week which this year
raised nearly £3000. There are also the proceeds from our

The Friendship Club

various functions which we send to Head Office on a regular

by Rowena Rosenfeld

basis.

The Friendship Club has had a successful year, although we have
sadly lost two of our staunch members. We have, however, been
pleased to welcome several new members. We invite anybody from
the community who may feel a little lonely to come along and
socialise.

We are very proud that there have been WIZO Groups in
Bromley and surrounding areas for over 50 years and we
sincerely hope that you all will continue to support us in our
future efforts to support Israel.
Our WIZO Committee wishes our members and the community a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year and well
over the fast and as always, Peace in Israel.

We have had a busy year celebrating birthdays, Chanukah
and more. We use any excuse to have a party.

Future Functions
14th October

Ladies Pamper Day
Come and spoil
yourselves

16th December

Supper Quiz together with
Catford Maccabi Youth
Club

We feel very proud to have Liane Segal, the new lady
Mayoress of Lewisham, as a member of our club.
I don't know what we would do without Colin Raeburn, our
Mr Fix It. When anything goes wrong in the kitchens I know
I can call on him. I also want to thank all the helpers who
make running the Friendship Club so much easier for me
and Joe Burchell for his weekly quizzes which are fun and
enjoyable.
Paul and I would like to wish all our members and the
community a very happy and healthy New Year.
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Mazeltov

New Year Greetings

Liane Segal

on her appointment as Mayoress
of Lewisham

Joe and Marilyn and all the Burchell Family wish all our
family and friends a very happy and healthy 5779.

Aimee and Darren
Newmark

on the birth of their daughter
Maxie Savanna. Another
granddaughter for Eric Lindsey

Stanley Franks, Jonathan, Sharon, Hilary, Marc, Naomi,
Paul and all the family wish everyone a happy new year and
well over the fast

Joel and Amy
Lindsey

on their new baby, Levi Maxwell.
A grandson for Eric Lindsey

Denise Schlazer

on her marriage to Daniel, and
to her parents Rosemary and Ian

Joe Berg

Nikki Reef

Wishing Rev Rome, The Board Of Management and the
Community and their Families 'G'mar Chatimah Tovah' .
From the Lampert Family
Benita Dent & family wish the Minister, Community &
friends a happy new year

on his marriage to Abi, and to his
mother Marsha and
grandfather Morris

Judi Sheffrin (Bromley shul) wishes all her friends at Catford a happy, healthy and fulfilling year, with thanks for
making me so welcome so often

on her engagement to Michael,
and to her parents, Martin and Lesley

Wishing all in the community a happy and healthy new year
Stephen and Hilary Cluer and family

Condolences
Valerie Wayne

We are sorry to advise of the
loss of Valerie

Neil Faber

We are sorry to advisie of the
loss of Neil, husband of Adele.

Anita Freeman

We are sorry to advise of the
loss of Anita

David Levy

We are sorry to advise of the
loss of David

Mark & Coryn
Mason

On the loss of their father Richard

Catherine Jay

We are sorry to advise of the loss of
Catherine

Paul & Rowena Rosenfeld would like to wish the Friendship club and all the community a very happy & healthy
new year.
Brenda Houlden wishes everyone a happy new year & well
over the Fast.
Wishing Rev Rome & everybody at the Friendship Club a
happy & healthy new year and well over the fast from
Lucille & Cecil Levart.
To dear Rev. David and his family, also my dear family &
friends, wishing you a happy new year. Love from Auntie
Marie x

Henry Greenberg

Sunday 14 October 2018
Waltham Abbey

2.30pm

To Rev Rome & family, the Board of Management, my
family and all my dear friends at Catford and all the
community. Happy & prosperous new year from Doreen
Maizels and family.

Lewis Alan Ruben

Monday 22 October 2018
Bushey

1.30pm

Phyl Tomlinson would like to wish Rev Rome and all the
community a happy, healthy & prosperous new year

Stone Consecrations

Phyllis Price

Sunday 28 October 2018
Bushey

12.00 noon

Doreen Curzon sends best wishes for a happy & healthy
new year to Rev.David Rome, all Honorary Officers and
members both of the Friendship Club and the shul

Valerie Wayne

Sunday 10 March 2019
Bushey

10.30am

Joan and Vic Goldberg, wish their Family, Rev. Rome and
all the community a happy and healthy new year

The Editor's Indulgence
Eva Lindsey during Purim
Have a happy and healthy new
year everyone
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