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G A Z E T T E

    
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 8 

A Very Special Occasion  by Paul Stanton  

I realize that it is hard to believe upon sight of my youthful 

features and the hint of silver in my hair but a little over fifty 

years ago I waded through my barmitzvah. The grand affair was 

conducted in the current shul hall, the ark was the cupboard where 

ÛÏÌɯÛÈÉÓÌɯÊÓÖÛÏÚɯÈÙÌɯÒÌ×ÛɯÕÖÞȭɯ,ÐÕÌɯÏÈËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÉɀÕÌÐɯ

mitzvah to be held in the hall as next door was a building site that 

was soon to be inaugurated as the synagogue that serves us today. 

Our new synagogue came into being after a colossal effort 

by the community to raise funds and jump through the 

many hoops required to create our purpose-built shul. Fifty 

years have passed since the first service was held within it 

on April 29th. It is fitting that we celebrated its anniversary 

on exactly the same date. 

The occasion was made sweeter because two of our Sifrei 

Torah had been in need of repair and could no longer be 

used. They had to be returned to a scribe who repaired 

damaged lettering using a quill and ink.  He also ensured 

that the handles and parchment were in good order. This 

was not a cheap exercise and again members of the 

community pulled together to raise the necessary funds. It 

seemed appropriate that they should be returned to the 

synagogue, repaired and kosher, during the service to mark 

ÛÏÌɯÚÏÜÓɀÚɯÈÕÕÐÝÌÙÚÈÙàȭ 

A good many members of the community were seated along 

with many past members who came from afar, even some 

who had moved to North London. They seemed pleased to 

be back. We were also delighted to welcome the Chief 

Executive of the United Synagogue, Dr. Steven Wilson, and 

Saul Taylor, who is a Trustee, Dr Sheila Gewolb from 

the Board of Deputies, Sir Steve Bullock, the outgoing 

Mayor of Lewisham, the incoming Major of Lewisham , 

Damien Egan, several senior representatives from other 

faiths and leaders from Bromley and Greenwich Councils.  

The short service got under way with a rousing rendition 

from the London Cantorial Singers who were led by our 

Minister. The two scrolls were brought into the synagogue 

and taken on three circuits of the bimah. The choir was 

singing away along with their soloist, Cantor Henry Black. 

Prayers were said for the Royal family and the State of Israel 

and the two scrolls were then taken back to their place in the 

ark. 

Our Minister, Rev. Rome, gave an address on the theme of 

continuity. This was followed by a delightful presentation 

by our cheder children who bravely stood on the bimah and 

told us why they love cheder. How times change. They are a 

credit to the cheder teachers and community. 

There followed another prayer and next our Chairman, Joe 

Burchell, took to the lectern and spoke about the history of 

the shul and the importance of our inter -faith commitments. 

He also presented a certificate of appreciation to Sir Steve 

Bullock who was shortly to stand down from his position as 

Mayor. The certificate recognised the support that 

Lewisham Council had demonstrated to the Jewish 

community and other faiths during his tenure. This clearly 

took him by surprise and he thanked us and spoke 

personally about his feelings towards the community.  

Dr Steven Wilson then addressed the community on behalf 

of the United Synagogue and spoke about the vibrancy and 

warmth of the Catford community. The choir then led the 

congregation singing Adon Olam and then we all trooped 

out for tea. 

The Cheder presentation 
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By the time you receive this  we will 

be  entering the High Holy 

days  period  and  as you are all aware  it 

is a time for reflection, for forgiveness 

and  for thinking about others less 

fortunate  than ourselves.  Also, of 

course, coming to synagogue to see those 

you have not seen since this time last year! 

So, wishing you a happy and healthy 

New Year and well over the fast on Yom 

Kippur from all my family to all of yours. 

In articles in this Gazette you will see 

the positive side of the 

community  and synagogue 

covering such events as the Armed 

"ÏÈÐÙÔÈÕÚɀɯ"ÏÈÛ by Joe  Burchell    

Forces Ceremony at Allerford  Road, 

the Faith Walk and some  interesting 

talks. Of course there are the regular 

activities such as the cheder, 

Friendship  Club, Youth club and in 

particular this year the very 

successful Summer Project. Our 

profile in the  Boroughs of Lewisham 

and Bromley remains very high  and of 

course the appointment of Liane Segal 

as Mayoress was not only an honour 

for her but for the community as well.  

Financially it has been a very difficult 

period and  that is why  reluctantly I 

appeal to you for extra support  with 

donations. The biggest expense that 

we have incurred recently is the 

removal of any grant for security  and 

that costs us £6000 per annum.   We 

need an upgrade to our Fire 

Protection system and are 

currently  receiving quotes in excess of 

£2000 at the time of writing. We are 

facing the possibility  of having to 

purchase a new 

commercial dishwasher and 

The High Holydays are as much a time for 

reflection as new year resolutions. We look 

back on what we have accomplished in the 

past year, our successes and failures, which 

in turn helps us to move forward in the 

future by learning the lessons of our past 

endeavours. 

 Our loved ones and relatives often 

have a profound effect on the way in 

which we lead our lives. I myself have 

a number of relatives who guide my 

life. The two who are probably familiar to most of you are my grandparents Rabbi 

)ÜËÈÏɯÈÕËɯ"ÌÓÐÈɯ1ÖÊÒÔÈÕɯáɀÓȭɯ3ÏÌÐÙɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÚÖɯ

many decades has had a major effect on the way in which I seek to lead this 

community. A major facet of their lives was to act with compassion, kindness and 

understanding, which I similarly believe is so important when leading a 

community and in our day -to-day relationships with each other.  

Every Shabbat there is a list of members that have yahrtzeit - the anniversary of 

the passing of a close relative and throughout the year we make special prayers for 

your loved ones. I have noted that many of us did not have the pleasure of 

knowing your parents, grandparents or siblings who are no longer with us, so the 

memorial prayer is often a distant gesture on behalf of the community.  

 I came up with the idea (one which I do not think is performed in any other 

community) to ask you on the week when you have yahrtzeit to provide me with 

some words or anecdotes about the deceased, so that I can then share them with 

the assembled community. When we then make the memorial prayer we have in 

mind who that person was and some of their achievements which thereby allows 

this memorial prayer to achieve a new life of its own.  

The High Holydays is a time for reflection and also a time for remembrance. Let us 

remember all the good deeds of our loved ones so that it should have a positive 

effect on the way in which we lead our lives as we enter the new year.  

I wish the whole community a very happy and healthy new year.   

 

water heater. The cost of Council 

waste collection is up 8% plus in 

addition to the usual annual  increases 

in expenditure.  

At the first  meeting of the new Board 

of Management the Financial 

Representative, endorsed by 

myself, gave a guarantee that we 

would not increase membership fees 

during 2018/19.  I know there are 

those who believe that an increase is 

the best way to increase revenue, 

however experience tells us that it is 

not that simple. I am currently in 

negotiation with the United 

Synagogue on behalf of all the 

affiliated synagogues with regard to a 

reduction of our pay -over and I 

believe I am making progress.  

We still have one of the lowest 

membership fees charged by United 

Synagogues, so if you feel able to, 

please do send us a donation to 

help.  I will no doubt  be asking 

again for donations to other causes on 

Yom Kippur. Sorry!  

,ÐÕÐÚÛÌÙÚɀɯ,ÐÚÚÐÝÌ                by Rev Cantor David Rome  
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The synagogue has a new outreach committee. We are: 

Jennie Sugarman, Eric Lindsey, Sharona Joshua and 

Mathew Burchell. 

 

Have you met anybody who is Jewish but 

unaffiliated to a Jewish community? Would they 

enjoy social interaction? Any age group is 

welcome. 

 

Could your child have a school friend who is 

Jewish? Do you know a new Jewish college 

student or co-worker who would like to come and 

celebrate the high holy days or festivals with us? 

 

We hope to organise social events including 

Friday night dinners, youth activities and other 

sporting and cultural events. 
 

Please contact us on outreach@catfordsynagogue.org.uk   

A new Board of Management, some new faces and a few old ones. 

The Board has met twice since the elections and has got straight 

down to business.  

With new data protection legislation coming in to effect it 

was agreed to adopt the Privacy Policy Statement as 

suggested by the United Synagogue and send it to all 

members. It was noted with a great deal of pleasure that 

Liane Segal had been asked to become Mayoress of 

Lewisham for the coming year.  

The Board noted the success of the 50th anniversary 

celebrations of the shul at which two Sifrei Torah were 

rededicated. The Minister reported that there was a good 

attendance on the first day of Shavuot and approximately 25 

cheder children took part in the service.  The service at the 

Garden of Remembrance to celebrate Armed Forces Day 

was a huge success as was the Inter-faith Walk.  

The issue of women being more involved in services, as in 

1ÌÝɯ ÔÐÛɀÚɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÞÈÚɯÙÈÐÚÌËɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ,ÐÕÐÚÛÌÙɯÚÛÈÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯ

Dayan Gelley had said that this was not acceptable.  

The vote for the Chatanim and Eshet Chayil was held. 

Finances are ticking along but it was noted that a number of 

members had still not changed their payments from the Co -

op Bank to the Metro Bank and they should do so as soon as 

possible. The shul insurance covers school visits. The United 

Synagogue announced that as from 1 January 2019 they 

would be taking FES payments direct from members as 

opposed to the present practice of this being done by the 

shul. It is important that members ensure that they are up to 

date with their FES payments as this could result in extra 

costs being asked for by the Burial Society at times of upset. 

The Board noted, however, that any case of hardship may be 

ÚÜ××ÖÙÛÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÚÏÜÓɀÚɯÉÌÕÌÝÖÓÌÕÛɯÍÜÕËȭ 

The cheder has some 33 children registered. Prize giving 

was held on 7 July but there was a very poor attendance of 

children. The Board agreed that the Minister and head 

ÛÌÈÊÏÌÙɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÞÙÐÛÌɯÛÖɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖÈÙËɀÚɯ

disappointment.  

It was noted that there were now only two Maccabi youth 

clubs in London, one of which is Catford.  Tribe are 

planning to visit the club to assist in expanding activities.  

A meeting was held between the shul and the United 

2àÕÈÎÖÎÜÌɀÚɯ.ÜÛÙÌÈÊÏɯÛÌÈÔȮɯÏÌÈËÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ3ÙÜÚÛÌÌɯ

responsible for membership. It was very positive with a 

number of ideas and suggestions as to how the shul could 

seek new members were made. A small committee was 

formed to work on taking these ideas and suggestions 

forward.  

Funding from the CST for security will be coming to an end. 

However donations have been received which will allow the 

shul to continue with employing security cover. The more 

donations made for this activity the longer we can continue 

with the services of the security company 

Current membership is 265. Encouragingly, there have been 

a number of enquiries for new membership.  

 It was suggested that the shul calendars could be given 

away free of charge if they were funded by adverts - big, 

medium or small. This is being looked into and the board 

will be informed of the costs and viability.  

Board of Management Update  
by Eddy Arram 

You may have noticed that in the Pesach 

Gazette there was a short biography about 

a member of our congregation, Liane Segal. 

With that in mind I think it is rather 

Ú×ÌÊÐÈÓɯÛÖɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÖÕɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÈÎÌɯÐÕɯ+ÐÈÕÌɀÚɯ

extraordinary story in this edition. 

In May, Lewisham Council installed its 

new Mayor, Damian Egan, who has 

taken over the role from a steadfast 

friend of our synagogue, Sir Stephen 

Bullock. Damian, in turn, appointed 

his choice of Mayoress, Liane Segal. 

3ÏÌɯÙÖÓÌȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯȿ,ÈàÖÙɀÚɯ

"ÖÕÚÖÙÛɀɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÈÒÌÕɯÉàɯÈɯÔÈÕȮɯÏÈÚɯ

traditionally been given to the partner or other family 

member of the Mayor. Damian  claims 

his decision to instead select Liane, stands as a symbol of 

+ÌÞÐÚÏÈÔɀÚɯÖ×ÌÕÕÌÚÚɯÛÖɯÙÌÍÜÎÌÌÚɯÈÕËɯÔÐÎÙÈÕÛÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯ

the globe.  

Mayor Egan said ȯɯȿ(ɯÈÔɯËÌÓÐÎÏÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯ+ÐÈÕÌɯ2ÌÎÈÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯ

Mayoress of Lewisham. Liane has been a longstanding 

ÊÈÔ×ÈÐÎÕÌÙɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÙÈÊÐÚÔɯÈÕËɯÈÕÛÐÚÌÔÐÛÐÚÔȭɯ(ɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯ

think of a more inspirational figure for young people as our 

,ÈàÖÙÌÚÚɂȭ 

In an official statement Liane said: Ɂ+ÌÞÐÚÏÈÔɯÐÚɯÚÛÙÖÕÎÌÙɯ

because of our history in welcoming residents from all 

corners of the world. I hope that by sharing my story, others 

will see it is as important as ever to provide sanctuary for 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÍÓÌÌÐÕÎɯ×ÌÙÚÌÊÜÛÐÖÕȭɂ  

Olivia Marks -Woldman, chief executive of the Holocaust 

Memorial Day Trust ȮɯÚÈÐËȯɯɁ ××ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎɯÈɯ*ÐÕËÌÙÛÙÈÕÚ×ÖÙÛɯ

refugee to this position sends a clear signal that Lewisham 

welcomes refugees and encourages everyone to learn more 

about the Holocaust, at a time when anti-Semitism and 

ÙÈÊÐÚÔɯÈÙÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÚÌɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯ$ÜÙÖ×Ìȭɂ 

Civic Honours  
by Paul Stanton 

The Outreach Committee Needs Your Help 
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Greg was brought up in New Cross, and met his wife, Debi, at 

Edgware Synagogue when he attended a Yom Tov service in 1993. 

Greg says that he is overwhelmed by being selected as Chatan 

Torah this year. He has a feeling of immense gratitude that his 

name was put forward for this honour.  Greg is a swimming coach 

by day, and due to the irregular hours he works, is not able to 

attend the shul as often as he would wish.  

Greg is proud that his family belongs to this community, 

and especially that his sons have grown up with Catford 

shul in their lives.  Joe and Jacob are now involved with both 

the cheder and the youth club.  Throughout the year, Debi 

provides and cooks all the meals at club. 

He works alongside Debi, Joe and Jacob as they all make 

sure that our Youth Club is up and running safely each 

week. Greg is security trained, and provides this service for 

every session of the club and the Summer Project. Security 

for the Summer Project involves a whole day at the main 

gate ensuring there are no problems in and around the 

Our Chatan Torah is Greg Kat  by Joan Goldberg 

property, while also paying close attention to the safety and 

wellbeing of our children and grandchildren.  

For the weekly club sessions on Sunday afternoons, Greg is 

at the gate all afternoon. He has great respect for Udi Paniri, 

and Matthew Burchell, who perform the same duty for the 

cheder sessions every week. 

Greg thinks of the Catford Community as an extension of 

his family. He always feels comfortable and secure at 

Catford where the community all look out for one another, 

which has not always been his experience elsewhere. This, 

he feels is becoming more important as anti-Semitism seems 

to be rising. Greg feels privileged to be part of this 

community, and never feels alienated.  He does enjoy the 

shul services that he is able to attend, usually on the Yom 

Tovim.  He does not feel that he is judged by his knowledge, 

but by his contribution to the community.  

&ÙÌÎɀÚɯÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÝÈÓÜÌËȮɯÈÚɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàȮɯÐÕɯÛÖËÈàÚɯ

climate, the shul, and the club would not be able to function.  

Doreen was born in Leytonstone, East 

London, and moved to Catford at the 

tender age of seven. .WÏÌÕɯ#ÖÙÌÌÕɀs sons 

Michael and David were old enough, they 

joined the Catford cheder. Michael, like 

many other children who attended at that 

time, still remembers with great affection 

the bread and jam sandwiches served after 

ÌÈÊÏɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÉàɯ1ÈÉÉÐɯ)ÜËÈÏɯ1ÖÊÒÔÈÕɀÚɯ

wife, Celia. However, the Grand- father of 

#ÖÙÌÌÕɀÚɯÓÈÛÌɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËȮɯ2ÐËÕÌàȮɯÞÈÚɯÈɯ

founder member of Brixton Synagogue 

and Rabbi Sussman and then Rabbi 

Rockman both taught David and Michael 

their Bar Mitzvahs, the ceremonies were 

celebrated at the Brixton Synagogue. 

 

David became a successful Doctor, 

who trained at King College Hospital 

in Camberwell, he sadly died, much 

too young, in 2009. Michael became a 

successful business man.  Doreen is 

extremely proud of the achievements 

of both of her sons. 

Doreen was the Vice Chair of the 

Ladies Society, when Tilly Wigoder 

ÞÈÚɯ"ÏÈÐÙ×ÌÙÚÖÕȭɯ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓàɯƕƝƚƔɀÚɯ

there was a serious need for funds to 

expand the existing synagogue 

building and for the running of the 

shul. The members of the Charity 

Committee set about raising the 

substantial amount required. When 

Betty Goldman, a member of the 

Committee saw the need for more 

Our Eshet Chayil is Doreen Maizels by Joan Goldberg  

people to help, Betty approached 

Doreen, and she agreed to join.  

 

Doreen remembers knocking on 

ÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɀɯËÖÖÙÚɯÚÌÓÓÐÕÎɯÉÙÐÊÒÚɯÍÖÙɯȟƙɯ

each for the building of the extension 

which is the main body of our shul 

today. Also, the happy times spent 

organising dinner dances at the 

Empire Rooms in London with 

wonderful tombolas which were 

enjoyed by all who attended.  At one 

dinner dance, Sidney arranged a 

raffle, the winner received either a 

bespoke coat or suit made by Sidney 

himself.  A fashion show that evening 

was organised by Doreen. 

Before the building work was 

undertaken, we only had one kitchen 

and the cloakrooms were situated 

opposite that.  With the new 

extension, came a second Kitchen, 

now the meat kitchen, and more 

conveniently sited cloakrooms.  

1ÌÊÌÕÛÓàȮɯ#ÖÙÌÌÕɀÚɯÚÖÕɯ,ÐÊÏÈÌÓɯÏÈÚɯ

financed our beautifully refurbished 

cloakrooms and the disabled cubicle, 

with the support of Doreen, who 

sourced and bought all the fixtures 

and fittings. Michael has also financed 

other aspects of the maintenance of 

the shul. 

 

The Charities Committee continued to 

raise money after the new shul was 

built,  which it then donated to worthy 

causes, such as endowing beds to the 

Nightingale Home, and local charities 

who asked for support.  Doreen was a 

staunch supporter of the Committee 

until it ceased working. Now, she 

enjoys attending the Friendship Club 

most weeks, where everyone is 

friendly and the atmosphere relaxed.  

When her sons were young, Doreen 

and Sidney attended shul regularly, 

with their friends the Harrises.   

 

Although Doreen no longer attends 

services, she does love her shul - It is 

part of her life. Doreen enjoyed seeing 

fathers bring their sons to shul, as 

Sidney brought Michael and David.  

There were always happy times, and 

Doreen gets much nachus from all her 

family, and the community.  

 

Doreen would like to see a new 

committee formed, which would 

again raise money to help the shul. 

Small amounts raised would soon add 

up. 

Doreen considers it to be a great 

ÏÖÕÖÜÙɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÚÌÓÌÊÛÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙÚɀɯ

Eshet Chayil, although wonders if she 

is worthy. I am quite sure that the 

Community will join me in assuring 

Doreen that she is indeed worthy, and 

join me in wishing Doreen and all her 

family a very sincere mazeltov.  

Vice Chair of the  

Ladies Society 

Selling bricks for £5.00 

A great honour to be        

selected 
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When Jews were exiled from Jerusalem, 

ÈÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯËÌÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ2ÖÓÖÔÖÕɀÚɯ3ÌÔ×ÓÌȮɯ

they were dispersed to Babylon where they 

settled. The area eventually became part of 

the Ottoman Empire and is now in 

modern day Iraq. Many stayed in Babylon 

when the Persian King Cyrus allowed the 

Jews to return to Jerusalem. Isaac Jacob 

has records stretching back to 1685 to 

when his family lived in Baghdad.   

 

!ÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯƕƜƙƔɀÚɯÈÕËɯƕƜƛƔɀÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ

British occupied India and many 

families left Iraq for the safer haven of 

(ÕËÐÈȭɯ(ÚÈÈÊɀÚɯÎÙÈÕËÍÈÛÏÌÙȮɯÞÌÕÛɯÛÖɯ

(ÕËÐÈɯÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÈÕËɯ(ÚÈÈÊɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙÚɀɯ

uncle became the Chief Stipendiary 

Magistrate of Calcutta  

 

The Jews in India were Sephardi who 

had many different customs to those 

practiced in England.  There were 

three extremely large shuls in 

Calcutta, their general layout was the 

same as in England, with a gallery for 

the ladies, a bimah in the centre of the 

shul, and a door to the ark. The ark 

itself formed a long corridor along the 

back of the shul furnished with many 

shelves.  Families in Calcutta donated 

Sifrei Torah to the shul whch were 

placed in the Ark, the family retained 

title to the Sefer Torah. It was the 

custom for all the members of the 

congregation, including the women, to 

kiss every Torah ɬ numbering perhaps 

40 or 50, at the end of a service. 

(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯ(ÚÈÈÊɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙȮɯÛÖɯ

bring his family Sefer Torah to 

England when he first arrived because 

of exchange control restrictions 

affecting silver; later he was able to 

make arrangements to bring the scroll 

from India to Catford. His silver 

covered Indian Sefer Torah stands 

proudly among those in our Ark 

today. 

 

Another different custom was that in 

India, at the age of 11, a boy would be 

called to the Torah and would recite 

his portion with all the Brachot. At the 

ÈÎÌɯÖÍɯƕƗȮɯÛÏÌɯÉÖàɯÞÖÜÓËɯȿ+Èàɯ

3Ì×ÏÐÓÓÐÕɀɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÛÐÔÌɯÈÕËɯÏÌɯ

would then become Bar Mitzvah.  This 

Our Chatan Bereshit is Isaac Jacob by Joan Goldberg 

was done in the home with all family 

and friends present.  There was no Bar 

Mitzvah as in Europe.  

Isaac arrived in Sydenham with his 

family at age 12, having already read 

once from the Torah, he was Bar 

Mitzvahed a little late, in the 

September instead of the June, 

according to the Ashkenazi tradition 

of Catford. Having missed the Eleven -

plus examinations, Isaac was assigned 

to a Secondary Modern School 

however, on the recommendation of a 

head teacher he had known in 

Calcutta, but who had come to 

England, Isaac went to a Grammar 

School, and then on to Manchester 

University to study Law.  

 

At the age of 16, Isaac met Sally at 

school, who followed him to 

Manchester to study for a BSc in 

Psychology.  They married in what is 

now the annex to our shul, in1962.   

They now have two sons a daughter 

and two grand -daughters. 

From his upbringing in Calcutta, 

where he attended shul regularly, 

Isaac was very fluent in Hebrew, and 

studied it for a year at University.  He 

also taught in our cheder and, when 

time permits, recites Haphtorah at our 

ÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚȭɯɯ(ÚÈÈÊɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯÞÈÚɯ6ÈÙËÌÕɯÈÛɯ

Catford for many years.  

 

Since qualifying, Isaac has advised the 

shul whenever required and, helped 

ÊÖÕÚÛÙÜÊÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ!ɀÕÈÐɯ

!ɀÙÐÛÏȮɯ*ÌÕÛɯ&ÈÛÌɯ+ÖËÎÌȮɯÈɯ)ÌÞÐÚÏɯ

+ÖËÎÌɯÖÍɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ3ÖÉàȮɯ/ÈÜÓɯ2ÛÈÕÛÖÕɀÚɯ

father was a founder member. 

 

Isaac was a Crown Court Recorder, 

until the age of 72.  A Recorder has the 

same powers as a Judge, but can still 

act as a Barrister. It is assumed that 

when a Judge reached 72 (now 

reduced to 70), he becomes 

incompetent and so must resign.  

However, Isaac is still very busy, with 

most of his work coming from the 

Caribbean and Gibraltar. He has been 
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countries, and also several States in 

America, including California and 

Arizona. Many countries abroad use 

English law, which is held in great 

respect.  In some cases, English law is 

stipulated.  

 

Isaac has dealt with a huge amount of 

arbitration during his career and is a 

Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 

Arbitrators.  He was one of the 

Disciplinary Chairman of ILEA over 

all London teachers.   He also acted as 

an Assistant Parliamentary Boundary 

Commissioner charged with 

determining constituency boundaries 

by holding public hearings.  

 

On a more personal note, Isaac is at 

present establishing a Urological 

Charity for research into stem cell 

implantation in the urethra. Stem cell 

research is very expensive and 

Urology does not attract support. The 

charity will be called CURE: 

Collaboration for Urethral Research 

and Education                                    
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To our very busy, and deserving 

Chatan Bereshit, and his family, we 

wish a very sincere mazeltov. 

 

His silver covered Indian 
Sefer Torah stands 

proudly among those in 
our Ark today 

Recites haphtorah  

at our services 

Establishing a Urological 

Charity for research  
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