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G A Z E T T E

    
              P e s a c h  2 0 2 0  

A Message From Our Chairman  Mincha – The Sunset Prayer 

I’ll let you in on a secret 

About how one should pray the sunset prayer. 

It’s a juicy bit of praying, 

like strolling on the grass, 

nobody’s chasing you, nobody hurries you. 

You walk towards your creator 

with gifts in pure, empty hands. 

The words are golden, 

their meaning is transparent, 

It is as though you are saying them for the first time. 

If you don’t catch on  

that you should feel a little elevated 

you’re not praying the sunset prayer. 

The tune is sheer simplicity, 

you’re just a helping hand 

to the sinking day. 

It’s a heavy responsibility. 

You take a created day 

and you slip it 

into the archive of life 

Where all our livedout days are lying together. 

The day is departing with a quiet kiss 

It lies open at your feet 

while you stand saying the blessings. 

You can’t create anything yourself, 

but you can lead the day to its end 

and see clearly the smile of its going down. 

See how whole it is, 

not diminished for a second, 

how you age with the days 

that keep dawning, 

how you bring your livedout day 

as a gift to eternity. 

By Jacob Glatstein 

Translated from the Yiddish by Ruth Whitman 

Maccabi Takes to the Stage 

Our Youth Club was 
actively involved  in a 

fine production. 
 

Delve within to find 
out more. 

Because of my impending holiday, I wrote my Gazette report some 

time ago when all seemed well with the world. Some six weeks 

later, the situation is very different. 

My holiday turned out to be three weeks at sea and Covid-

19 has changed the whole world. Now, maybe, like me, you 

are being isolated at home. I hope you have seen my letter 

to the community with regard to the closure of the 

synagogue and also seen how we are trying to help those 

members who are unable to go out. 

Fortunately, in this awful situation, modern communication 

means that we can still be in touch with each other, so I will 

be interested to hear from anyone who has any ideas of 

community interest.  For instance, as the Cheder will be 

closed we will try to send all the children some exercises to 

do at home and I will be sending out some quizzes for those 

who like doing them at the Friendship Club.  

Thank you to those who have already volunteered to help. 

Please don't take risks, and listen to the instructions from 

government.  It might take time but things will improve.  

Joe Burchell, Chairman (maybe for longer than planned!)  
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Chairman’s Chat by Joe Burchell 

This will be my last Gazette report to you 

as Chairman although I will present my 

end of year report at the AGM. This time I 

intend to resign the Chairmanship and 

there definitely will be no change of my 

mind.  In terms of my tenure, as Frank 

Sinatra would no doubt have said, I did it 

my way. It would be nice to say that I 

have served on the Board of Management 

for 50 years but, having joined the Board 

in 1972, my 48 years is longer than the 

UK’s membership of the European Union 

– since 1973 – so my exit comes after a 

longer term. 

However, I will be a Trustee.  I 

understand that, under the terms of 

our new Trust, that involves even 

more power than it did in the past.  

All being well, I will enjoy a double 

celebration in 2021 when Marilyn and 

I are due to celebrate our golden 

wedding anniversary and also 50 

years as members of Catford and 

Bromley Synagogue.  

When I took over as Chairman (again) 

I compared being Chairman to being a 

ship’s Captain. At that time we 

certainly were in troubled waters so it 

is very pleasing to report that we are 

now cruising in very much calmer 

waters. Our finances are well 

controlled and healthy, our security 

has been modernised, and the youth 

club premises and our house at 1, 

Crantock Road have both had many 

improvements.  All of these things 

take time to organise and do not 

happen without the support of many 

people, predominantly volunteers. 

To be the elected Chairman of a 

synagogue, particularly one that is an 

affilate of the United Synagogue, is to 

be in a unique position, to put it 

mildly.  It is completely different from 

being in a business where you are the 

managing director or owner and all 

the staff under your control and 

guidance take instructions from you 

or others you have appointed.  

This brings me to the AGM, when 

you, the members, will decide on the 

next Chairman, who can be female or 

male. In my opinion, someone must 

come forward who has managerial 

skills, who can make decisions that 

benefit the whole community, not just 

a few, and who is aware that the 

synagogue has many strings to its 

bow, not just the religious side.  More 

important, maybe, than anything else, 

he or she must have the time to devote 

to the job. A retired businessman or     

-woman would be ideal.  

Whoever that person may be, I hope 

he or she will find many excellent 

people willing to help to make sure 

that we remain a successful affiliate. 

There are many positives to draw 

upon and there are, I believe, other 

things that need to be put into action. 

Starting with the very young, our 

cheder is well attended and has 

excellent teachers but our head 

teacher, Judith, and I believe we need 

to expand with a nursery class and by 

involving the parents more by starting 

a Parents-Teacher Association. The 

hope is that this might help the youth 

club which, again, is very well run but 

lacking in support from our many 

young families with children, the 

Summer Project being an exception. 

We need more people to come to 

synagogue on the social side, 

supporting the Friendship Club and 

other events and activities. Of course, 

we also need to see more of you at the 

synagogue on Friday nights, Shabbat 

mornings and festivals. We might 

need to consider instituting a lower 

form of membership to cover certain 

criteria.  

I have already mentioned but not 

named those very many people who 

have been supportive of me during 

my periods of Chairmanship.  There 

are really too many to mention here. 

However, it would be remiss of me 

not to mention four ladies in 

particular who have served you and 

have been of great help to me during 

all my time on the Board of 

Management: Benita Dent - our 

kiddush and food services supremo; 

Joan Goldberg - totally reliable and 

always willing to assist; Rachel Levy - 

an inspiration to me and others; and 

my wife Marilyn - always there for me 

in both the smooth and the difficult 

times, very wise, critical when I 

needed it and, like me, passionate 

about our community .  

A very happy Pesach to you and all 

your families. 

Auntie Marie Celebrates her 99th by Jennie Sugarman 

What a wonderful, funny, caring lady. 

She is full of inspiration to us all with her 

positive attitude and sense of humour. 

“Liking all the men” is her memorable 

statement.  

Her stories from the war years in the 

aircraft munitions factory keep all 

amused and engrossed. I feel so 

privileged to have this ‘Auntie’ in my 

life and the shul has a wonderful first 

lady. 

We all tucked into a superb Shabbat  

kiddush recently and Auntie Marie 

had a great time with all her friends 

and family, making sure that they all 

had enough to eat. We all say ‘next 

year in Jerusalem’ but  now let us say 

‘next year in Catford shul’. 
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From Our Minister   by Rev. Cantor David Rome 

Pesach is almost upon us and contains myriad beloved traditions 

and customs.  On the eve prior to Pesach we perform a mystifying 

and much endeared ceremony called bedikat chametz, the search 

for the leaven. The Torah prescribes that not a scintilla of leaven 

can be found within our property on these seven days, so it is 

perplexing that the ceremony entails placing ten pieces of bread 

strategically around the home after the house has been obsessively 

purged of all chametz, and then burning them the next day.  

Passover and Purim both celebrate the triumph of survival 

over adversity when faced with impending tribulations. In 

the story of Purim we learn that on the thirteenth day of the 

month of Nissan the decree to rid the Persian Empire of the 

Jewish people was recorded by their scribes. The oral 

tradition states that these scriveners were the ten sons of 

Haman! Consequently, the numerical tradition of ten pieces 

of bread has stemmed from this legend.  

Moreover, the Kabbalah asserts that the true significance of 

bedikat chametz is to dispose of the esoteric chametz, the 

negative inclination, from the heart. Kabbalistic tradition 

presents the Almighty creating ten categories of angels and 

also ten levels of impurity to which a person can degenerate. 

The physical ritual of bedikat chametz depicts a sense of 

longing to delve deep into the recesses of our hearts to 

redress our 

imperfections. As 

the Ta’amei 

Haminhagim 

reveals: ‘...just as  

the search for 

chametz illustrates 

that no matter  

how much the  

house has been 

cleaned, some  

leaven may still  

be left, similarly  

no matter how 

much a person may try to lead a good and righteous life, 

perfection has still eluded him.’ 

May we celebrate together the anniversary of the exodus 

from Egypt and continuously strive to climb the ladder of 

life in a spirit of positivity and civility. 

Chag Sameach 

Editor’s note:  For elucidation please contact the Minister. 

One Trust or Two – Tales from the Board of Management    by Eddy Arram 

The last few Board Meetings have been 

very stressful. Much of the Board’s time 

has been taken up with discussions 

regarding the new Trust and Trustees.    

It appears that the synagogue had two 

Trusts in existence. One was set up in 

1953 with the aim of raising funds to 

build the synagogue. Prior to 2004 any 

Gift Aid for the pay-over of synagogue fees 

to the United Synagogue was claimed by 

the United Synagogue and then passed on 

to Catford and Bromley. In 2004, the 

United Synagogue’s accountants deemed 

that this was no longer possible and the 

only way we could claim Gift Aid was to 

set up our own charity. This was done in 

that year and the new charity and its 

trustees were accepted by both the 

Charities Commission and HMRC.  

The objective of the new Trust was to 

oversee, by a very, very hands-off 

approach, the general running of the 

synagogue, advising but leaving the 

day-to-day management of the 

synagogue and community to the 

Board of Management.  However, we 

recently received a Legal Opinion that 

the existence of the two Trusts could 

cause problems and it was felt that the 

two should be merged. One of the big 

problems to this was that no one 

appeared to have the original 

documentation for the 1953 Trust, not 

even the Charity Commission. The 

Board was unaware of the actions and 

decisions that were being taken by the 

new Trustees.  Nor, indeed, were they 

aware of the aims and objects of the 

new Trust. 

None of these actions had been agreed 

by the Board and, in fact, some Board 

members were not even aware of who 

all the new Trustees were and neither 

were many in the community.  

Apparently, this situation was allowed 

under the terms of the 2004 Trust. 

Eventually, the Trustees met with the 

Board and explained what was going 

on. After a long, detailed and very 

frank meeting, it was agreed that the 

Trustees would continue with the path 

of setting up a new Trust which would 

merge the two Trusts and also return 

two Board members as Trustees.  At 

the Board meeting, the Trustees stated 

that they had no intention or, in fact, 

wish to be involved with the day-to-

day management of the synagogue. 

This was the responsibility of the 

elected Board of Management. 

In addition to the issue regarding the 

new Trust and Trustees, the Board has 

been dealing with important day-to-

day matters. We discussed and agreed 

the management of the High Holy 

Day services and the appointment of 

the Chatanim. The Contact Committee 

submitted a draft leaflet to be 

distributed at local further education 

establishments and hospitals etc. 

informing would-be new members or 

visiting Jewish people on secondment 

of our existence. The Board approved 

the leaflet and commended the 

committee on its production. The 

leaflet will now be produced and, we 

hope, distributed. Although we have a 

few new members, the synagogue has 

sadly lost far too many, mainly 

through natural causes. 

The Board received reports about the 

maintenance of the synagogue and 

youth club buildings. A problem was 

also identified with the heating system 

in part of the hall. Without the prompt 

and effective response by Colin 

Raeburn, the synagogue would not be 

in as good a condition as it is and 

Colin has saved us a lot of money 

putting things right. 

The cheder classes are well attended. 

In fact, we are one of the few 

synagogues that has a cheder as most 

of children in North London attend 

Jewish schools hence their synagogues 

do not need cheders.  

The Board also looked at the draft 

annual accounts.  Our finances are 

okay but we have to be careful as any 

big or unforeseen building issue could 

cause major financial problems.  
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The Chief Rabbi’s Pesach Message 5780 
 

A recent BBC News item reported that more than a quarter of people engage 

in monthly domestic disputes about which types of plastic can be recycled. 

Research carried out in London last year found that nearly 90% of drivers 

were still grappling with what the new Ultra Low Emissions Zone would 

mean for them. A report issued in January by a cross-party Parliamentary 

group suggested that, in efforts to reduce plastic waste, many are using 

materials which can actually cause greater damage to the environment. 

When it comes to responding to climate change, I fear that too many of us 

are failing to see the wood for the trees.        

  

It is told of the apocryphal ‘wise elders of Chelm’ that they were becoming 

increasingly concerned about the town’s only bridge. A small cavity in the 

bridge quickly became a dangerous gap. Every day brought more incidents 

of people falling into the valley below and injuring themselves. An 

emergency meeting of the elders was called. After a full day of intense 

discussion and debate, the unanimous solution was finally announced: they 

would urgently build a hospital in the valley below! 

  

I wonder what the reaction of the elders of Chelm would be to the problem 

of climate change and, indeed, whether it would be different at all to the 

way many people actually view the issue today.  

  

On Pesach, we recall how Aaron, not Moses, was instructed to instigate the 

first three of the ten plagues – blood and frogs, which emerged from water, 

and lice, which emerged from the earth. Rashi explains that Moses owed 

both water and the earth a personal debt of gratitude. The waters of the Nile 

had protected his life when, as a baby, he was set afloat in a basket, while 

the earth provided the hiding place for the body of the Egyptian taskmaster 

whom Moses had killed in order to save a Hebrew slave. 

  

This anthropomorphism is surprising. Can one really feel a sense of respect 

or deference for a river or the earth? 

  

I believe that there is a powerful message here about our attitude to the 

environment. We tend to measure the impact of climate change by sea level, 

temperature increase or the amount of carbon in the air. These are of course 

all crucial in their own right but what if we measured the impact of climate 

change by the number of human lives it has already destroyed? Might that 

help focus our minds? 

 

Accurate figures would be difficult to produce, but there is no question that 

millions of lives are lost every year to air pollution, natural disasters, 

pandemics and extreme water or food shortages related to climate change. 

  

More than anything, Pesach is about responsibility. Slaves are merely an 

instrument, acting purely upon instruction. As we celebrate our freedom 

from Egypt and its accompanying responsibility – to Torah, to Hashem and 

to living in His service – we must not forget our responsibility to protect the 

fragile world that He created for us.            

   

Consequently, our response to climate change should not only be about this 

type of plastic or that; this type of car or that. It should be a far more 

fundamental shift in the way that we think about the natural environment. 

Planet earth has sustained humanity for millennia 

just as it sustained Moses in Egypt. In return, we 

are failing to offer it the 

respect that it deserves.                                

  

Valerie and I wish you a 

Chag Kasher Vesameach.   

Rabbi Brackman recently introduced to 

Catford and Bromley Synagogue two 

families who were keen that their thirteen 

year old sons should experience what it 

would be like to have a Barmitzvah. Rev. 

Rome  readily agreed to conduct a trial 

ceremony with both families on a Sunday, 

which was a very special day for all 

involved, which removed any anxieties 

that they had.  

Happily, arrangements were then 

made for Mylo Asher-Mutongwizo to 

be Barmitzvah at Catford on Shabbat 7 

March. The other family is planning a 

Barmitzvah in Israel.  

Barmitzvah  

Dummy Runs 

As with all the other committees and 

social groups, we sadly have to cancel our 

Guildhall tour in April, and also the 

planned River Police visit in May.  

Jewish Women’s Week will take place 

during first week in May and we shall 

be contacting everyone at the end of 

April about it. 

This year we enjoyed the WIZO 

Quiz@home which raised £210. Our 

contribution was very much 

appreciated by Head Office. 

We are looking forward to happier 

and healthier days when we will be 

able to meet and continue our efforts 

for WIZO. Meanwhile the WIZO 

Committee join me in wishing you all 

Pesach Hag Sameach and continuing 

good health. 

WIZO    

by Marilyn Burchell 
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Only a short while ago we were celebrating another New Year. I 

was fortunate to be given the honour of being Chatan Torah this 

year and found myself trying to be on security whilst giving a 

talk! The celebrations resulted in me eating far too much cake and 

seeing my fitness level suffer. 

Like the Chinese and some other religions we get to 

celebrate more than one new year per year. From a security 

point of view, the Jewish New Year is less of a celebration 

and more of a headache so I get to enjoy the 'other' new year 

more. The Jewish New Year shouldn't be a headache as it is 

a celebration of renewal, but for those of us on security it is a 

time when we are more on edge than usual. Then Yom 

Kippur hits and we are even more on edge as this is the one 

day when more Jews than ever grace the shul with their 

presence. 

In terms of the recent threat levels, things are not looking 

good: 

The assassination of the Iranian general responsible for 

many terrorist atrocities has encouraged Iran's proxies,      

e.g. Hezbollah, to look at targeting the West and Jewish 

communities. Hezbollah is known to be gathering 

information on Jewish targets and this has been going on for 

quite a while. 

IS, Al Qaeda and other terrorist groups are also active. IS 

leaders have called for attacks on Jews; There is a large 

number of anti-semitic attacks and abuse; the far-Right is 

active and its graffiti has been reported in nearby areas. 

We must all be on security duty, not just those doing 

Security Duty. Here are a few reminders of security that we 

can all do: 

Be aware of increased security risks after 'flare ups' in the 

Middle East; Keep a look out when arriving at the shul.  If 

you see anything suspicious, e.g. people you don't know 

hanging around, people taking photos or too much interest 

in the shul or community, make sure you inform security; 

Lock the gate behind you when you arrive. If anyone you 

don't know appears, only speak to them behind the locked 

gate and get security; Don't allow your children outside the 

shul without supervision; In the event of an incident, the 

safe room is the annexe at the shul.  Follow instructions 

from the security team. 

In the meantime the CST is running Level 1 courses and 

others. We have advertised them in our shul emails.  

I have set up a WhatsApp group called Protectors which is 

open for members of Catford, Croydon and Bromley shuls 

involved or interested in security. Please text me on 07889 

241859 if you would like to be included. 

Colin Raeburn and I attended a Security Management 

course with the CST and I also attended a Level 4 course 

with the CST. 

Finally, I found an article describing anti-semitism in the 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

"Anti-Semitism, hostility toward or discrimination against Jews 

as a religious or racial group. The term anti-Semitism was coined 

in 1879 by the German agitator Wilhelm Marr to designate the 

anti-Jewish campaigns under way in central Europe at that time. 

Although the term now has wide currency, it is a misnomer, since 

it implies a discrimination against all Semites. Arabs and other 

peoples are also Semites, and yet they are not the targets of anti-

Semitism as it is usually understood. The term is especially 

inappropriate as a label for the anti-Jewish prejudices, statements 

or actions of Arabs or other Semites. Nazi anti-Semitism, which 

culminated in the Holocaust, had a racist dimension in that it 

targeted Jews because of their supposed biological characteristics—

even those who had themselves converted to other religions or 

whose parents were converts. This variety of anti-Jewish racism 

dates only to the emergence of so-called “scientific racism” in the 

19th century and is different in nature from earlier anti-Jewish 

prejudices." 

Our Security Depends On You  by Barry Leaf – Security Officer 
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Lighting Up in Lewisham by Paul Stanton 

After 2018’s cracking Chanukah 

celebration hosted by Lewisham Council, 

it was decided to repeat it in 2019.  An 

initial problem was how to tell the same 

story to many of the same people in the 

same venue differently but this turned out 

to be no problem at all thanks to the efforts 

of Pip Wolfson and Sharona Joshua. 

Tables were prepared for 100 people.  

This turned out to be woefully 

inadequate when nearly twice that 

number appeared.  Word had clearly 

spread that a good evening was in 

prospect.  While there was good 

support from members of Catford and 

Bromley and Bromley Reform 

Synagogues, they were outnumbered 

by others of many faiths keen to learn 

about and share in the Chanukah 

celebrations. 

The Mayor of Lewisham, Damien 

Egan, welcomed everybody to the 

Civic Centre and said how pleased he 

was to host this multi-faith event, 

probably the biggest community 

Chanukah Candle Lighting in London 

if not Britain, and he stressed the 

importance of promoting diversity in 

the borough.  

The formal part of the evening 

continued with Pip and Sharona 

telling the story of Chanukah, 

explaining the reasons for the festival 

and mentioning some of the 

traditions, particularly playing with 

dreidels, several of which were on 

every table.  The significance of the 

letters on them and the way to use 

them was graphically illustrated by 

Sharona’s enthusiastic demonstration 

of how to spin a dreidel without 

actually having one.  She is unlikely to 

get an Oscar but it was good.  

Music was provided by two 

accordionists, Ben Tsion and Claudio, 

who added so much to the haimishe 

atmosphere.  Rev. David Rome sang 

several medleys of Chanukah songs, 

which maintained the celebratory 

mood. 

The chair of Bromley Reform 

Synagogue, Michelle Brooks Evans, 

was invited to speak. She related 

Rabbi Hugo Gryn’s story about his 

father, in the concentration camp, 

insisting that they use their precious 

ration of margarine for Chanukah 

candles rather than food because “You 

and I have seen that it is possible to 

live up to three weeks without food.  

We once lived almost three days 

without water; but you cannot live 

properly for three minutes without 

hope.” [Yamim Noraim, p.500] 

Rev. Rome took centre stage to sing 

‘Light One Candle’ by Peter, Paul and 

Mary, a song appropriate to 

Chanukah about peace, freedom and 

justice.  Everybody joined in 

enthusiastically to sing the chorus 

together.  

Pip and Sharona rounded off their 

explanation of the Chanukah story 

and handed back to Rev. Rome, who 

spoke about the relevance of the 

Chanukiah, the number of its branches 

and the shamash. The candles were lit 

for the second day and he led the 

singing of Ma’oz Tzur. 

With formalities completed, the music 

sounded out, dancing ensued, 

doughnuts, cakes, rolls, tea, coffee and 

soft drinks were served and it all 

ended up being a bit of a party.  

Massive thanks are due to Lewisham 

Borough Council and particularly Pip, 

Sharona and Rev. Rome for organising 

such a successful and well supported 

event for us and the wider 

community. 

 

At the end of last year we had a celebratory kiddush for Joan and 

Vic Goldberg’s 50th wedding anniversary and at the start of this 

year we have had Auntie Marie’s 99th birthday kiddush which 

filled the shul. It was lovely to see old friends who have moved 

away coming to pay their respects to a wonderful lady.  

We have also catered for the Barmitzvah of Mylo Asher. We       

would like to send a hearty mazeltov to all the above. 

Joan once again made enough hamantaschen for the seudah 

for Purim and for the kiddush on the following Shabbat. 

How does she do it? 

The Ladies Society  by Wendy Isaacs.    

Our main fund raising event this year will be another 

luncheon and we are hoping a member of the famous  

Rinkoffs Bakery business will give us a riveting talk. Please 

look out for the date as we need your support. 
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The Lewisham Council Holocaust Memorial Day event was held 

in the Broadway Theatre. It commemorated the liberation of 

Auschwitz concentration camp which had occurred exactly 75 

years before.   

Following the resignation of Councillor Pauline Morrison 

after many years of sterling work, Mayor Damien Egan is 

now chairman of the Holocaust Memorial Day Committee. 

Mayor Egan lit the Memorial Candle at the beginning of the 

event. 

The aim of Holocaust Memorial Day is education and 

remembrance, the theme of this year’s event was Standing 

Together. Mark Curtis and the members of his Small Nose 

Theatre Company work all year with the young people of 

our Lewisham Schools to educate them about the Holocaust 

so that they understand that it is the responsibility of all to 

avoid any repetition. Mark does not put scripts into the 

hands of the participants but enables them to develop 

dialogue and use their own words during the event. In the 

face of rising Holocaust denial, Mark’s work is even more 

relevant than ever. There have been other genocides, and 

these are also remembered during the course of the 

commemoration. 

Our Maccabi club was well represented and they, together 

with members of the Young Muslim Academy, compared 

our customs and religious observances. They concluded that 

the differences between the religions were of no 

consequence when we all stand together. 

This year’s keynote speaker was Mr. Edwin Shuker, Vice 

President of the Board of Deputies, who spoke very 

movingly. Edwin was born in Iraq and grew up there until 

he was 16, when he and his family fled. He said that as a 

child he would stand in the shower trying to wash his 

Jewishness off. This is why he understands how people in 

victimised groups feel and why we have to stand together 

against hatred. He paid tribute to Lewisham Council for the 

way it marks HMD and to the children who took part. 

The finale of the event was a rendering of the ‘Partisan Song’ 

which was popularised by Leonard Cohen. This haunting 

song speaks of despair, struggle and then hope. The 

youngsters, who had not even met until they sang at the 

final rehearsal, were all truly Standing Together. 

If you have never attended the Lewisham Holocaust 

Memorial Day Event, I would recommend it.  Lewisham’s 

event is the biggest in London and, I believe, the only 

Council commemoration solely engaging young people. 

They Stand Together                            
by  Joan Goldberg 

It was cold and dark at 6 pm on 5 December 2019 when Gerald 

and I arrived in his car at Buckingham Palace. We had each been 

honoured to receive an invitation from Prince Charles to attend a 

pre-Chanukah reception that he was giving to celebrate the UK 

Jewish Community. Gerald was being recognised for his work on 

SACRE committees, and I for representing Catford Synagogue 

and its members at the Board of Deputies, and in particular for my 

work arranging the recent Invest in Peace event at the shul. 

Outside the palace we showed our invitations and passports 

to the police, and Gerald’s car was searched. We then drove 

into the courtyard, parked and followed directions into the 

magnificent building. We queued to check in our coats – and 

any recording devices such as phones and cameras – and 

then I left Gerald to go to the Ladies, where I found 

magnificent Victorian-style lavatories made of highly 

polished mahogany.  

I joined Gerald again in an enormous room which was filled 

with the great and the good of the Jewish community, plus 

the occasional Christian or Muslim cleric. We all stood and 

listened to His Royal Highness Prince Charles, Prince of 

Wales deliver an excellent speech, which you can read here: 

https://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/speech/speech-hrh-

prince-wales-pre-chanukah-reception-buckingham-palace  

His words were a healing balm to us after the antisemitisim 

propagated by Corbyn’s followers in the run-up to the 

General Election.  

Prince Charles then moved into a separate room where a 

few selected people were taken to meet him. These didn’t 

include either Gerald or me, but we were compensated by 

the delicious Kosher food and drink which was brought to 

us in a continual flow by very attentive waiters. I never 

knew you could get such good Kosher champagne! 

After that it all went by in a bit of a blur – at least for me - as 

Gerald was driving, he had to stick to orange juice. We both 

took the opportunity to circulate among the guests who 

included the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Dweck, Jonathan Freedland, 

Tracy Ann Oberman, Emma Barnett, Nigela Lawson, 

Howard Jacobson, Lord Jon Mendelsohn and Fiyaz Mughal 

(Muslims against antisemitism) as well as a few Board of 

Deputies members and representatives of Jewish 

communities within and outside of London. 

All too soon the savouries gave way to little cakes and sweet 

things and then it was time to leave. I don’t think either 

Gerald or I will ever forget our evening at the Palace. 

A Royal Appointment                                 

by Carole Abrahams 

Gerald’s car exits Buckingham Palace 

(The only picture allowed) 
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A Birthday celebration for  

our two Doreens 

 

The Council of the United Synagogue 

meets every four months. The last couple 

of meetings have been fairly quiet but 

excitement is growing as the US is 

gearing itself up to celebrate 150 years 

since its founding. There will be lots of 

events to mark the anniversary, which will 

be rolled out over the coming year. While 

the organisation is gearing itself up for the 

celebrations, life goes on as usual. 

Tribe is going from strength to 

strength and bookings for its camps 

quickly fill up. It is also publishing a 

new magazine. For those youngsters 

going to university Tribe is organising 

gap years. 

Building work on the heritage 

development at Willesden Cemetery 

has been completed and an article 

about this has featured in The Times.  

Designs for a new Holocaust 

memorial at the New Bushey 

Cemetery are being finalised. 

The United Synagogue is expanding 

into the provinces and is in 

negotiations with a number of 

provincial synagogues. At the same 

time, the number of affiliates is 

reducing and we must guard our 

independence at all costs. The Chief 

Rabbi has visited 7 communities in the 

past few months. A new teenage 

Siddur has been written and can now 

be purchased. 

The US has also devised a new 

complaints procedure, details of 

which are being distributed to all 

communities.  In future if someone 

has an issue with the US there is now 

a proper process for it to be dealt with. 

The US is collaborating with the 

Wishing Well charity by providing 

volunteers who act as escorts or 

ambulance drivers so that terminally 

ill people can be taken to their ‘wish’. 

The United Synagogue has been 

granted Core Participant Status in the 

Independent Inquiry into Child Sex 

Abuse. All major religious 

organisations have been asked to 

participate in the inquiry.  Having 

Core Participant Status, the United 

Synagogue will have a key role and be 

allowed access to information from 

witnesses and statements throughout 

the course of the inquiry. The US will 

also make recommendations on how 

to protect our children within the 

community and its settings. The US 

Chief Executive has approached 

Catford and Bromley and Chelsea 

Synagogues, as the two largest affiliate 

Goings On at  the United Synagogue  By Judith and Eddy Arram. 

synagogues, for their comments on the 

US protocol for safeguarding children. 

Two presentations were made at 

Council meetings. One was on how to 

get publicity – of the good kind- for 

your community. The other was an 

interesting insight into the work of the 

Kosher London Beth Din (KLBD). 

Coffee and tea ‘luvvers’ can now enjoy 

Starbucks coffee beans and Twining’s 

tea as they have been awarded KLBD 

recognition. Over 324 companies have 

been audited by KLBD to ensure their 

products are okay to use. Income from 

KLBD is on the increase and a new 

Jewish Food Guide is to be published. 

Finally, the budget was presented. 

Following past complaints by your 

representatives about the lack of 

transparency in the budget 

presentation, each new budget has 

been more transparent and open. The 

only division to increase income is 

Kashrut. The Burial Society’s income 

has been static. Although the overall 

income for the US increased last year 

so did expenditure and only a small 

surplus was achieved at year end. 

So there you have it. That is what has 

been going on at the United 

Synagogue Council meetings. 

The United Synagogue  

is expanding 

A new complaints 

procedure 

Budget is more 

transparent 

Candles and Song at the Friendship Club   
by Rowena Rosenfeld                                                                                    

Members of the community were invited 

to come along to celebrate Chanukah with 

the Club. Reverend Rome entertained us 

with his singing and everyone joined in, 

which created a lovely atmosphere. 

Candles were lit and the tea and 

doughnuts rounded off a special day at the 

Friendship Club. 

We always enjoy celebrating birthdays 

with our members. Maurice Berg was 

joined by members of his family to 

mark his 98th and soon after we 

celebrated Auntie Marie’s 99th 

birthday along with members of her 

family.  

We wish Reverend Rome, his family, 

Friendship Club members and the 

community a very happy and healthy 

kosher Pesach. 
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Rarely in living memory has there been such a sustained period  

of national turmoil in this country. Uniquely, this coincided with 

an upsurge of anti-Jewish racism which has caused huge anxiety 

throughout the Jewish community. Needless to say the end of  

2019 and the beginning of this year has been one in which Board  

of Deputies honorary officers and staff have been working at full 

capacity in order to deal with the issues of concern to Jews in  

the UK. 

The central event in this cycle was the General Election. It 

was the third in the last five years and the Board of Deputies 

had been on high alert for much of the autumn. Within 

weeks we had finalised an updated version of the Jewish 

Manifesto. We wrote to candidates in all constituencies 

around the country asking them to sign up to the Ten 

Commitments, which gave the politicians a distilled version 

of the community’s priorities. Dozens got in touch with the 

Board of Deputies to let us know that they supported the 

commitments in full. 

Running concurrently with the election campaign has been 

the ongoing antisemitism crisis in Labour which became one 

of the key issues for Jewish voters. Following Labour’s 

defeat and the announcement of Jeremy Corbyn resignation 

as leader, the Board of Deputies produced Ten Pledges on 

antisemitism, designed to give a route-map for the new 

party leader to rid the party of the disease of Jew hatred. All 

leadership candidates had signed up to the pledges within 

days although, disgracefully, deputy leadership candidates 

Richard Burgon and Dawn Butler refused to align 

themselves to these basic steps to combat racism. 

The Ten Pledges have become a pivotal part of the campaign 

and have been cited by all the leadership candidates. The 

Board of Deputies is shaping the debate over antisemitism 

and, most importantly, showing the way forward for the 

next leader. We may have harsh words to say about the 

disgraceful lack of action to expel antisemitism from Labour 

but we also have a constructive role to play. 

The Labour antisemitism crisis provided the backdrop to the 

appearance of former Prime Minister Tony Blair at the Board 

of Deputies’ President’s Dinner in November. Mr Blair, in 

conversation with TV journalist Natasha Kaplinsky, told a 

packed audience  “Let me be frank, there is going to be a 

complete battle in the Labour Party because what has 

happened over these past years – particularly over 

antisemitism – is absolutely killing the party.” 

Home Secretary Priti Patel was also a guest at the dinner. 

She said the Board of Deputies was “tireless in educating 

British society about Judaism, building interfaith bridges, 

defending the interests of British Jews, and confronting 

antisemitism in all its awful guises. Your work ranges from 

the level of individual communities and synagogues, right 

to the highest levels of Government, as I well know.” The 

video played to guests that night and which has since been 

released via YouTube, was a departure for the Board of 

Deputies. This was actress Tracy-Anne Oberman’s personal 

reflections on the impact that antisemitism has had on her 

life. Other interviewees, including Rachel Riley, Lord Mann 

and Dame Louise Ellman – also voiced their deeply concern 

about Jew-hatred and why they believe we need to act 

against the racists. 

Amid the turmoil 

of a General 

Election we had 

the happy 

privilege of 

helping with the 

organisation of  

the Prince of 

Wales’ pre-

Chanukah 

reception at 

Buckingham 

Palace. Around 

400 guests were 

invited, with the 

focus on those 

who, through  

their community 

work and 

volunteering 

efforts, make a 

huge contribution  

to their 

communities. In  

his speech, the Prince of Wales commented on his decision 

to hold the reception. He said: “If I may say so, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, I see this as the least I can do to try to repay, in 

some small way, the immense blessings the Jewish people 

have brought to this land and, indeed, to humanity.” 

Board of Deputies - working for our community  

Huge congratulations to the children who took part in HMD 

2020: Dov Paniri, Milly and Jessica Burchell, Asher Falcon, Finn 

Gotkine, Issy and Josh Dixon, Arielle and Melody Lindsey.  

The theme of Stand Together was perfectly illustrated by  

the children from Maccabi and the students at The Young 

Muslim Academy literally standing together to recite a 

poem specially written for the occasion. Well done to all  

of them.  

See page 8 for the full  report 

Congratulations In Order                  

by Debi Alper 

Marie Van Der Zyl - President 
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A new AJWO consultation has revealed 

continued frustration over the gender gap; 

only 23% believe the Jewish community 

has achieved equality. 

March 4 2020 – London, UK: The 

Alliance of Jewish Women and their 

Organisations’ (AJWO) consultation, 

unveiled at their launch event 

yesterday (Monday March 3 2020), 

revealed that 77% of women feel the 

community has not yet reached 

gender equality.  

Undertaken in January and February 

of this year, the AJWO consultation - 

entitled What Do Jewish Women 

Want 2020 - also revealed that 50% of 

Jewish women feel that Jewish 

organisations do not offer women the 

same opportunities as men (vs 17% 

who disagree), and 75% believe 

women are too often represented by 

men in the media. An overwhelming 

95% agreed that we must educate 

Jewish men and boys about equalities.  

More encouragingly, 69% of Jewish 

women consulted believe the 

community has improved on gender 

equality over the past ten years, 

despite the discrepancies that remain. 

Furthermore, the consultation served 

to firmly give the newly reshaped 

AJWO a more clearly defined sense of 

mission and purpose – including in 

tackling the Jewish gender pay gap, 

and ending all male panels. The 

consultation also called for a stronger 

campaigning voice from Jewish 

women in wider society – including 

on climate change, the national 

equality movement and in building 

interfaith relationships. 

100 leading Jewish women heard the 

consultation results at the launch of 

the findings at Chai Cancer Care; 

speakers included Rachel Riley, 

Tamara Finkelstein (permanent 

secretary to the Department for the 

Environment) and past MP and 

campaigner Ruth Smeeth - all of 

whom shared their own experiences of 

being Jewish women and gave their 

personal endorsements on the 

findings.  

With 120 women already committed 

to the AWJO’s work and 20 Jewish 

organisations signed up as members 

including the JLC, Board of Deputies, 

UJIA, United Synagogue and Liberal 

Judaism, the Alliance is committed to 

working with and through its 

members to deliver its aims of being a 

voice for Jewish women both in and 

beyond the community. 

Laura Marks OBE, co-chair of the 

AJWO, said: “Jewish women are 

brave, competent and gamechangers. 

I’m galvanised by the mandate they 

have given us, to go out in the world, 

as Jewish women, to drive social 

change”. 

Judy Silkoff, co-chair of the AJWO 

said “Particularly as an Orthodox 

Jewish woman, I’m very encouraged 

to see so many Orthodox women 

engaging in the discussion about 

really important equality issues, such 

as all male panels and better education 

for men and boys. I’m excited to see 

 

just how much change AJWO has the 

potential to bring about.” 

Ruth Smeeth said, “Women have 

always been the heart and soul of our 

community. The relaunch of AWJO 

provides a new forum for female 

leadership and support to make sure 

that our community is supporting the 

next generation and ensuring that our 

community has strong voices in the 

public debate. It was a privilege to 

speak to such an amazing group of  

women”. 

Women can join at www.ajwo.co.uk 

Editor’s note:  No men? 

 

Alliance of Jewish 

Women and their       

Organisations (AJWO) 

http://www.ajwo.co.uk
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Mazeltov 

Condolences 

On the barmitzvah of Mylo 

 

Danny Harris, life warden of Croydon Shul, along with Jack, 

Samuel and Paul on the loss of Beila, wife and mother, the 

Administrator of Croydon Shul. 

 Sunday 5th July  11.30 am 

 Waltham Abbey 

Stone Consecrations 

 Joseph Cohen-Setton    Thursday 21st May   midday 

      Waltham Abbey 

Carole & Neil Abrahams On the birth of their grandson, 

    Ellis Jozef   

The Asher-Mutongwizo 

family 

Graeme and Jonathan   

Harold Coronel  

Gerry Power  

On the loss of their mother,  

Rita Fraser 

 Sunday 26th April  11.30 am 

 Waltham Abbey 

Betty Benn                     Sunday 24th May  12.30 pm                

    Waltham Abbey                                                    

Michelle, Karen   On the loss of their father,   

and David   Ronald Stiglitz 

We regret to advise on the loss of Leslie Goodman 

When I was little my Dad used to run a stall in Chapel Street 

Market, near The Angel in Islington. Every Sunday without fail 

he’d look at me over the top of his newspaper and say: “If you’ve 

done your homework you can come with me. I could do with a 

hand.”And I believed him. I thought I was indispensable and I love 

him for making me believe that. 

Sunday was like having a party every week. The noise and 

bustle, the colours; I will never forget the colours. Dad sold 

china but the stall next to his had sweets. Every kind of 

sweet imaginable all neatly laid out; liquorice all-sorts, 

toffees, sherbet lemons, chocolate buttons covered with 100s 

and 1000s, marshmallows and, my favourites, flying saucers. 

Who doesn’t remember those?  “They’re a ha’penny each,” 

said Doris every week, “but you can have three for a penny-

farthing.” Can you imagine how wondrous her stall looked 

to a child – and the smell! Just talking about it makes the 

years fall away and my mouth water. Dad used to give me 

tuppence to spend, but it never lasted further than Doris’s 

stall. 

One thing that stands out very clearly in my memory is the 

cold. I’ve no strong recollection of the summer but in the 

winter I had those woollen fingerless gloves. You can’t 

handle china wearing woollen gloves; it drops through your 

fingers. Sometimes my hands were so cold it hurt. Dad used 

to send me along the road for his lunch.  “A hot fried egg 

sandwich and a cup of coffee, there’s a good girl.” Coffee 

was hot milk and a dash, a revolting brew but popular in 

those days. I’d walk back to Dad with the sandwich tucked 

under my elbow and my fingers locked around the mug. I 

think they hurt more as I thawed out, but it was exquisite 

pain. 

“Here, Sweetpea, it’s your lunchtime,” he’d say, handing me 

a ‘tanner,’ a coin worth two and a half pence in today’s 

money. “Get yourself back here by one-thirty, mind.” And 

off I’d go to see what was new this week. There was a 

haberdashery stall nearby and I used to love picking my 

way among the pretty buttons and ribbons. They didn’t 

mind me but they kept a close eye out for thieves. There 

were a lot of light-fingered people roaming the market.  

One stall down was a stall selling material; bales, large 

folded remnants and small scraps; it was a kaleidoscope of 

hues and shapes and patterns. I loved stroking the satins 

and velvets (and still do) – they felt like nothing we ever had 

in our house or would even aspire to. I suspect the two stalls 

were side by side by design, but it never occurred to me 

then. 

My nose led me next to the doughnut vendor. Sunday 

wouldn’t have been Sunday without one; a hot sticky 

doughnut in my grubby fingers I’d walk along to see my 

friend Jack. Jack sold clothes. I mean, he really sold them. 

You’ve see the type, standing on a box behind his display 

holding I don’t know how many jumpers at once. He’d put 

them all down and pick them up again, one at a time. 

“How much do I want for these lovely jumpers? Here, two 

best quality jumpers. Do I want three knicker? Do I want 

two knicker? One knicker? Nah.”  Each time he mentioned a 

price he’d bang his hand down. “Ten bob. Who’ll give me 

ten bob for two jumpers? There you are, Darlin’. Sold to the 

lady in the red coat. How about you, Sweetheart? I’ve got a 

lovely blue dress here to match your eyes.” I never got tired 

of listening to him. How he maintained his patter and kept 

up with his customers I’ll never know. They couldn’t give 

him their money fast enough. 

Moving on I’d get to Jim’s bric-a-brac, only they didn’t call it 

that then. To this day I have a beautiful buckle that I got 

from Jim’s stall. His neighbour sold toys; dolls, games, 

plastic animals, kits to assemble and, as the year drew on, 

boxes of crackers and fairy lights. It was a wonderland to 

me. So it went on and anybody who’s ever been to a London 

street market knows exactly what I mean. Most of all I liked 

to watch my dad. He’d pile six cups, saucers, tea plates, and 

a milk jug and sugar bowl, all on top of one sandwich plate. 

Then he’d hold the lot in the palm of one hand, pointing to it 

with the other. 

“What am I bid for this lot? Lovely blue willow pattern. 

Thirty bob? Twenty-five bob? Give us nineteen and eleven 

and it’s yours,” and, to me, “ Wrap ‘em up for the lady, 

Sweetpea.” I was designated wrapper-upper and I was good 

at it. Everything went in sheets of newspaper, safe because 

Dad taught me how to wrap china so that the pieces didn’t 

bang together and break in the bag. 

Every Sunday I’d go home very dirty, very tired and, with 

my wages, a ‘bob’, in my pocket, very satisfied. Dad’s gone 

now but I still remember. 

Sunday Market c 1955   by Natalie Kleinman 


