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G A Z E T T E

    
C h a n u k a h  2 0 2 1  

 

This is the seventh year in a cycle 

called ‘shmita’. This is not a poor 

piece of cloth but a year when, 

historically, fields should lie fallow as 

mandated in the Torah. In many ways 

Covid has affected our community 

similarly. Hopefully, 2022 will be a 

year of new beginnings. We are 

seeking a new minister to inspire the 

community and it is likely that we 

will have a new management team 

and some new trustees in place, too. 

 

Elsewhere in the Gazette you will 

find a letter from Joe and Jacob 

Kat, who have been youth leaders 

at our Maccabi Club, supported by 

Debi and Greg, for many years. 

Chairman’s Chat  by Joe Burchell— Chairman          

Accompanied on the Inter Faith -Walk 

Due to changes in their 

circumstances they are forced to 

stand down after doing a 

wonderful job running the club 

and various programmes. In 

particular, the Summer Project 

was a major exercise and well 

supported. On behalf of the 

community, especially the 

children, thank you all and best 

wishes for the future. This is an 

opportunity for the parents of 

children who attend to come 

forward to take up the reins. They 

will have the full support of the 

Board and the pleasure of seeing 

their club prosper. 

 

Attendance at Shul on Shabbat is 

improving. Many members of 

South London Synagogue have 

enquired about joining us after 

their Synagogue closes. Some have 

already done so and I am 

delighted to welcome them into 

our community. 

 

Thank you to those of you who 

donated generously to my appeals 

over the Yomtovim. Our small 

community raised approximately 

£1200 for the Afghanistan 

Refugees Crisis Appeal and in 

excess of £5000 to support various 

Jewish charities, both here and in 

Israel, including the Board of 

Deputies and CST 

  

Finally, thank you to those of you 

who have helped to run the 

Synagogue services, Cheder and 

Security since our return after 

lockdown. Without a Minister, our 

lay members have really stepped 

up to the plate (Bima!). 

 

Happy Chanukah. Remember, as  

that one candle that always burns 

bright, I am sure that at Catford 

and Bromley Synagogue our flame 

will soon be burning bright again.  

 

The community was very well represented at the two 

Annual Remembrance Day services in the Borough of 

Lewisham. Chairman Joe, Vice Chairman Joan, and 

Warden Gerald, attended at Lewisham. A wreath was 

laid on behalf of the synagogue at Lewisham War 

Memorial. The Deputy Lord Lieutenant, The Mayor 

and local MP with Council members  and a large 

crowd were in attendance .  

  

Carole Abrahams represented our Synagogue and the 

Board of Deputies at on a walk to the Deptford war 

memorial with the Deputy Mayor, the MP for 

Deptford, Council members and several faith leaders. 

Remembrance Sunday, 14 November 2021 by Paul Stanton & Carole Abrahams 

As part of the service, Carole read the armistice prayer 

written by Chief Rabbi Hertz in 1923. This prayer was 

also read by Gerald at the Lewisham Service. 
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During a 

relatively quiet 

period in the 

Synagogue year 

a sub-committee 

has been 

beavering away 

at the process of 

attracting a new 

Rabbi and 

community 

leader. 

The remit was: (1) to produce an advertisement to be 

placed with Jewish media, get this agreed by the 

Board of Management and then place the advert in the 

Jewish Chronicle (to cover London and UK), the 

Jewish Telegraph (to cover Manchester, Leeds, 

Liverpool and Glasgow) and the Jewish News/Times 

of Israel (to cover the UK and the world); (2) to put 

together a job description; (3) to create an appropriate 

application form and process. On the way, the 

community information leaflet was updated. It was 

astonishing how much complex discussion this 

generated. Many emails were exchanged and many 

hours were spent achieving these tasks but achieved 

they have been. 

 

Advertisements were placed in the various 

newspapers and on-line in mid-November, directing 

applicants to our redesigned web site where they will 

find a full job description. Here they can download a 

Community Information leaflet and application forms.  

 

The sub-committee consisted of Eddy Arram, Carole 

Abrahams and Paul Stanton with valuable input from 

Neil Abrahams, Eric Lindsey and graphic design by 

Pippa Stanton. At the time of writing we wait to see 

the fruits of their labours. 

The Quest for our new Minister  
by Paul Stanton & Carole Abrahams 

Simon Stanley 

Franks was the 

most incredible 

person, a true 

gentleman who 

was loved in 

every aspect of 

his life by all who 

knew him. 

 

He was born in 

West Hartlepool 

in 1924 and grew up in Leeds, before moving to North 

London and finally settling in South London. He was 

well respected by all, both in his professional life as a 

solicitor and in his personal life. 

 

Stanley and his devoted wife Marian became 

prominent members of Catford & Bromley Synagogue 

in the mid-1960s. They soon became well established 

and respected in the community. Stanley was elected 

Vice Chairman and was honoured to fulfil this role 

with enthusiasm and passion for many years. He also 

represented Catford & Bromley on the Board of 

Deputies, taking the concerns of the shul to them and 

reporting back to the Board of Management on 

significant issues. 

 

Stanley was bestowed with the honour of Chatan 

Torah on more than one occasion.  In addition, due to 

his longevity in serving the community, he was 

recognised with the title of Honorary Life Vice 

President and later he became Honorary Life 

President. He was extremely proud to hold each of 

these positions. 

 

In 2007, Stanley celebrated his second barmitzvah at 

Catford and Bromley. He recited his entire Portion 

flawlessly to a packed shul, showing again his 

determination and commitment to the community, as 

well as to his family. To see him standing on the bima 

at the age of 83 set an example to all, and it is also 

worth noting that whilst revising the barmitzvah 

portion he had first recited 70 years earlier, he was 

simultaneously teaching a young barmitzvah boy the 

same verses for his first barmitzvah, determined to 

maintain his legacy for younger generations to come. 

 

In his later years and despite his many ailments, 

Stanley continued going to shul as often as he was 

able and loved attending the Friendship Club and 

Chai Society. He thoroughly enjoyed his weekly 

Honoury Life President,                     

Stanley Franks                                        
by Hilary Pepperman, Jonathan Franks & Naomi Davis 

Continued on page 3 
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lunches at the Friendship Club, as well as the social 

evenings and events that both groups offered. He was 

so well looked after by everyone and, whether in shul 

or the Friendship Club, he was always given his 

‘throne’ to sit on and that added to his enjoyment. 

 

When Stanley set up his own firm of solicitors, Simon 

Franks & Co, in the 1980s, he served and acted for 

many of his friends from Catford & Bromley with 

pride and honour. It is a testament to his popularity 

and reputation within the community that so many 

congregants looked to him for personal advice. 

 

Stanley lived for his family and the family lived for 

him: Jonathan and Sharon, Hilary and Marc, Naomi 

and Paul, grandchildren Melissa, Alexander, 

Francesca and Marc, as well as his extended family of 

Charlotte, James, Oliver and little Aria. He was loved 

so much and he loved his family and was proud of 

them all. 

Stanley’s other passion in life was his love for 

Tottenham Hotspur, which he followed with pride for 

over 80 years.  

Stanley played a significant part in the history of 

Catford & Bromley Synagogue over more than 50 

years and he will be sorely missed by all who knew 

and loved him. 

Stanley Franks -Continued from page 2 

As you know, Joe has been the Youth Leader for nearly 

11 years (is this a record?) and Jacob has been job-

sharing the role since 2016. For all of this time, Debi 

has been doing the lunches and, as it became 

necessary, Greg covered security. As a family, we've 

been committed to keeping club going and hoped to be 

able to do so until such time as someone else could 

take over, as we did with the Cheder. Aware that 

attendance was patchy, we made a big effort in 2019 

to rejuvenate interest by giving the club room a 

makeover (thanks to the wonderful support of Emma 

Morton-Turner) and holding a free lunch for children 

and their families, which was well-received. 

 

Unfortunately, no one could have predicted a global 

pandemic. We both now have rent to pay and Jacob 

started a very demanding new full-time job in early 

September. Greg is working on Sundays and Debi is 

also working seven days a week. This means that, 

even if the pandemic were to end tomorrow (if only!), 

we're sad to say we would no longer be in a position 

to run club.  

 

We are committed to ensuring there will still be a 

Jewish presence at HMD and will liaise with Judith so 

that we can do this under the auspices of the Cheder, 

taking as active a role as she would find helpful. If 

people want a Summer Project next year, the parents 

will need to take responsibility for organising this and 

doing the shopping and lunches etc. Of course, 

someone might be willing to take over as the leader, in 

which case we will facilitate a handover.  

 

We're really sorry that we've been unable to keep Club 

going, as we had always hoped to do. We do believe 

club will start up again, once it's safe to do so and 

arrangements for running sessions have been made. 

Sadly, our role is at an end. We will always be grateful 

to the Trustees and the community for your support 

and hope you understand our decision.  

Catford Maccabi – an end of an era     
by Joe and Jacob Kat (ex) C&B Maccabi Youth Leaders 

It has been a long time since many of us have been in 

contact. It would be nice to hear from each other now 

and again. We hope that all of our members are in 

good health and free of Covid. At the moment, we are 

being very cautious as this virus is still hanging 

around, which is why we still have not been able to 

get together. Three of our members have caught the 

virus and, fortunately, they are recovering. Thank G-d 

they are on the mend.  

 

We hope to restart the club in early Spring, when the 

weather will be warmer and daylight hours longer 

and it will be safer to meet. Ideally, we don’t want to 

be wearing masks and, hopefully, there will not be 

any social distancing. We will be able to enjoy each 

other’s company and challenge each other at 

Rummikub and scrabble again. 

The Friendship Club Will Be          

Here Again       by Paul and Rowena Rosenfeld 

Stanley’s other passion in life was 

his love for Tottenham Hotspur 
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Our Chatanim are Revealed by Joan Goldberg 

The Yom Tovim were very different this year from that which we have all grown to expect. Last year, we were 

unsure if our services would go ahead at all.  This year it was touch and go for many months. We did not know 

how Covid rules would interfere with our services, neither did we know who would be able to attend. In the end, 

we celebrated the New Year very nearly as we would have wished. 

 

On Simchat Torah, there was no celebratory Kiddush to honour our Chatanim and Eshet Chayil. Fortunately, the 

achievement of completing the reading of the Torah from ‘Creation’ to ‘The Death of Moses’ was marked as usual 

during a service in our synagogue. 

 

A big difference this year was how we selected our honourees. The custom at our shul is to invite our members to 

be Chatanim from those who have made a major contribution in some way to our community during the year. In 

many shuls, however, it is the custom to select Chatanim from regular attendees of services. In the circumstances 

in which we found ourselves, it was decided to adopt this practice, with Chatanim invited from among those who 

were attending the Simchat Torah service. 

 

Enter Brian Greenberg - Chatan Torah, Paul Rosenfeld - Chatan Bereshit and Dorothy Lampert - Eshet Chayil. 

Brian was born in Woolwich in 1937. His father 

worked at Woolwich Arsenal at that time. A few 

months later, the family, including Brian’s elder 

brother, moved to Nottingham, where his father had 

been sent to work in a munitions factory. In 1943, his 

father was promoted and was needed in London, so 

back they came to live in Petts Wood. 

 

He was educated in Petts Wood and Bromley schools 

and afterwards served his National Service in the RAF 

for two years. On leaving the forces, he was employed 

by a finance company which was taken over by 

Barclays Bank and so, by default, Brian found himself 

working for the bank. He worked there for his entire 

working life until retirement.  

 

Brian celebrated his barmitzvah at Catford 

Synagogue, when services were still held in a house 

on Catford Hill.  In certain cases, Cheder was 

conducted in various members’ homes if they were 

unable to get to the Shul.  At that time, overflow 

services were held in a hall at Bromley Library during 

the Yom Tovim. 

 

Brian joined Catford & Bromley Synagogue when 

Woolwich Synagogue closed and he immediately 

became a regular member of our congregation. 

Unfortunately, it is more difficult for Brian to attend 

Shul now if the weather is bad.  

 

He missed going to Shul during Lockdown, but 

compensated for this by reading the Sedra and 

Haphtarah each week, in English. He is looking 

forward to welcoming a new Minister to our 

community and, is pleased to see how our lay leaders 

are making sure our services are able to continue week 

after week. 

 

He has been a Chatan twice before, once at Woolwich 

Synagogue, and 17 years ago at Catford, when he 

shared the honour with Simon Schlazer. Brian is 

delighted to have been asked to be Chatan Torah this 

year. 

 

A very sincere mazeltov to Brian on a well deserved 

honour and, a big ‘thank you’ for the support he 

continues to give to our community.   

Paul’s parents met in Birmingham after they both 

escaped the horrors of Nazi Germany. His mother 

managed to take the last train from Germany to 

Britain, where she was given a job as a domestic help. 

His father managed to reach Haifa with help from a 

friend, a non-Jewish doctor. His father joined the Free 

Czech Army In Haifa, and was posted to England by 

the British. 

 

Paul was brought up in the North London Jewish 

community, and celebrated his barmitzvah in St. 

John’s Wood Synagogue with Chief Rabbi Brodie in 

attendance.  Paul was a regular attendee at the 

children’s services there. He went to the Solomon 

Wolfson Preparatory School which is now known as 

Hillel Wolfson, followed by Hasmonean High School. 

 

Paul and Rowena have been members of our 

Synagogue for over 50 years, and have run the 

Friendship Club for the past 12 years.  Paul says the 

Continued on page 5 

Chatan Torah - Brian Greenberg 

Chatan Bereshit - Paul Rosenfeld 
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Club gives its members an opportunity for good social 

interaction as well as friendship.  They have seen the 

Friendship Club thrive and are providing a valuable 

service for all of the Club members.  

 

He fondly remembers when the Shul was a thriving 

hub of activity, and is sad that membership is 

dwindling due to circumstances beyond our control, 

such as Covid and an ageing congregation. 

 

Paul enjoys going to Shul and as a regular attendee 

enjoys the services. He is impressed by the way Simon 

Laiker, Gerald Rose and Sonny Dar are holding the 

services together. It saddens him that, although we 

have many dedicated members, no-one is trying to 

follow in their footsteps. 

 

Paul was a Chatan in 1999, and is aware of how 

difficult circumstances are at this time. He is pleased 

to be selected for this honour once again. 

 

This is a well deserved honour for Paul, we wish him 

a very sincere mazeltov, and a big ‘thank you’ for the 

support he gives to our community.  . 

Mazeltov to Dorothy Lampert, our ‘Woman of Worth’. 

Thank you for keeping us all in touch with the 

synagogue, well informed and general administration 

during this difficult time. 

 

The service on Simchat Torah was a pleasure to attend 

and was beautifully conducted by Simon Laker, 

Sunny Dar and Gerald Rose. The atmosphere in the 

Synagogue was relaxed and enjoyable. Please G-d life 

should be back to normal next year so that we can 

celebrate with our Chatanim as we would wish to. 

 

Paul Rosenfeld—Continued from page 4 

The Board of Management has held its first live 

meeting in nearly two years. Gone are the Zoom 

meetings where we wore pyjama trousers and 

slippers, as you can only be seen from waist up. This 

time we had to dress properly! It was good to see live 

people and there was a buzz in the room. The meeting 

started with a minute’s silence for the tragic losses of 

Judith Arram, Stanley Franks and Joy Springer. All 

had served our community for many years. 

 

Chairman Joe started business by thanking Simon 

Laker , Sunny Dar,  Mendy Schochet , Ian Schlazer 

and  Ben Vos, from the United Synagogue for their 

sterling effort in conducting the Friday night and 

Shabbat services. Thanks were also given to Vic 

Goldberg and Neil Abrahams, who frequently read 

Haphtarah. It was also noted that attendance on 

Friday nights was poor. 

 

The Chair stated that Sutton, Richmond and Romford 

synagogues were looking for ministers as well as us. It 

was crucial that our efforts to appoint a new minister 

were of the highest quality. It was agreed that there 

would be two sub-committees: one to design and 

place the advert as well compiling the job description 

for the minister and the second to act as an interview 

panel. As would be expected, a detailed discussion 

took place in a friendly manner on what the Board 

would require and expect from a new minister. The  

 short list of candidates would have to go before the 

Trustees. 

 

A report was made on the condition of 1,Crantock 

Road (the Minister’s residence). A survey had been 

undertaken which identified that the property was in 

a poor condition. Many of the defects had not been 

notified to the maintenance team, i.e. Colin Rayburn, 

and therefore instead of being dealt with immediately 

had resulted in further deterioration. The estimated 

cost of repair is a huge amount of money. However, 

Colin had already risen to the task and was dealing 

with as many of the defects as he could. 

 

Other subjects raised at the meeting included the Eco 

Synagogue function, which has the Chief Rabbi’s 

backing.  Our representative at The Board of Deputies, 

Carole Abrahams,stated that the President and Chief 

Executive of the BOD had expressed a wish to talk to 

our community . The Finance Rep’ reminded the 

Board that everyone in the community who qualifies 

should complete an up-to-date Gift Aid form as soon 

as possible as it benefits the shul. A report on the 

United Synagogue Council meeting of 18 October was 

presented. Happily, the US is still meeting via Zoom, 

so we can still wear our slippers for that meeting. 

Board of Management Meeting 

24 October, 2021         by Eddy Arram 

Eshet Chayil – Dorothy Lampert 
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Judith Arram —  A Smile That Will Be Missed  by Eddy Arram 

Judith’s love, smile and laughter 

will be missed by her loving 

husband Eddy, sons Richard and 

Ben, daughters-in-law Ruth and 

Alexis, and grandchildren Noah, 

Leor and Charlotte. 

 

Judith was a war baby, born 1944 

in Sunderland.  At 18 months, she 

became very ill and was 

diagnosed with infant paralysis or 

– as it is better known – Polio. The 

disease affected her right arm and 

leg. During her early years, she 

underwent numerous operations 

on her arm to correct it. She 

recalled that when her sister, 

Frances, annoyed her she would 

whack her with her plastered arm. 

Sisterly love!! Not to be deterred 

by the inability to properly use her 

right hand, she learned to write 

with and make her principal hand 

the left one. Judith attended 

Streatham High School and was 

the first to admit that she was not 

very academic.  After school, she 

had a number of jobs, including 

working in her mother’s business, 

Westbury Chemist, her father’s 

estate agency, Westbury, and at 

Hambros Bank. At 17, she took her 

driving test and passed first time. 

But that was not enough and she 

went on to take her advanced 

driving test. On the day of the test 

it was freezing, and she spotted 

that there was black ice at the 

junction where she would have to 

reverse onto a hill. She phoned the 

council and claimed that she had 

seen an old dear slip on the ice 

there and it was dangerous.  Out 

came the gritters, down went the 

grit and Judith took and passed 

the test. 

 

Judith did not relish being a bank 

clerk and was drawn to child 

welfare. She became a mature 

student at Manchester University, 

graduating as a qualified child 

care officer. Her first job was at 

Westminster Council. This was a 

time of major changes and 

amalgamation of departments in 

the social services field and her 

post was changed to social 

worker. Judith wanted to 

specialise in fostering and 

adoption. She was in at the 

beginning of a number of new 

initiatives within social services, 

such as the setting up of 

Lambeth’s fostering and adoption 

team, the launch of Childline and 

the introduction of the emergency 

out-of-hours team for 

Wandsworth. She was one of the 

first out-of-hours social workers to 

obtain a Mental Health Warrant, 

which enabled her to section 

people in an emergency, 

something she would not hesitate 

to remind the family when they 

annoyed her. Although many 

incidents were sad, there was 

always the funny side, which she 

loved to recount, such as the time 

she had to section a woman who 

then started stripping off in the 

ambulance, much to the 

embarrassment of the policeman 

escorting them, who just did not 

know where to look.   

 

After a short time in generic social 

work, she moved back as a 

manager in fostering and adoption 

for a number of local authorities 

and prestigious voluntary 

agencies, such as Coram. She also 

spent a short period lecturing 

students studying social work. 

Towards the end of her career, she 

became an independent social 

worker. Assignments included 

sitting on/chairing panels 

reviewing applicants to either 

foster or adopt.   

 

But not all her employment was as 

a social worker. While the children 

were young, Judith took a 

sabbatical from full time work. 

However, she could not just stay 

at home so she became an Ann 

Summers rep, a job that enabled 

her to use all her skills. She would 

invent funny games for her 

customers to play at her sales 

parties. The only problem she had 

when she gave up that job was 

what to do with the left-over 

stock! 

 

Judith was always involved in 

Jewish communal life and 

belonged to a number of young 

people’s groups in south London, 

becoming a junior leader in the 

JLGB Brixton Company. It was at 

JLGB that she met her husband, 

Eddy, who was a junior leader at 

another company. Their first 

encounter was brief, as Eddy went 

off to Israel as a Mitnadev on a 

Kibbutz and later served in the 

army, and Judith went to 

Manchester to study. On Eddy’s 

return, they reignited their 

acquaintance. Initially they kept 

this quiet to avoid gossip but they 

were eventually outed. They 

remained as a couple for over 50 

years, celebrating their Golden 

Wedding Anniversary in August 

this year. Early in their marriage, 

Judith and Eddy realised that 

there was very little going on for 

young Jewish marrieds in south 

London. Together with their 

friends Sue and Ali Hayman, they 

started the South London Young 

Marrieds (SLYM). Once again, it 

was Judith who made fun things 

happen. She organised a double-

decker bus mystery tour with a 

Continued on page 7 
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 fish and chip dinner. She went 

into every detail, meticulously 

testing the route and finding out 

where the best chippy was on it. 

The tour was a sell out and started 

with everyone having to get off 

the double decker and push start it 

(this was not planned).  

 

Judith relished in organising the 

boys’ barmitvahs, making sure 

that both were funky, fun and 

different. She always took the lead 

in supporting the boys at school 

and at clubs and would be seen on 

the touch line for rugby matches. 

She got everyone up at 4am for the 

6am coach for athletics or 

swimming competitions 

somewhere in England, even if the 

boys’ races took only sixty 

seconds. When Ben went to 

Carmel College, besides cheering 

him and the rowing team at the 

annual Heads of River races she 

also joined the PTA. She helped 

the PTA organise a brilliant candle

-lit concert at Bevis Marks 

Synagogue. Her support for the 

family continued with her 

grandchildren. She was their cheer 

leader at school plays/concerts 

whether they were in Beckenham, 

central London or Hertfordshire. 

Among her proudest moments 

were when her boys graduated 

from university. She would visit 

them regularly at Manchester and 

Leeds, come sun or snow. This 

extended to visiting Ben in Japan 

where he was on university 

exchange, via Australia, where 

Richard was studying. In her 

luggage was a pack of kosher 

processed meat for Ben, who was 

unable to get such delicacies in 

Japan. When she and Eddy landed 

in Australia to see Richard, the 

quarantine dog was in action. 

Judith admired the dog as it 

sniffed around her case, saying, “It 

must smell our dogs at home.” 

Eddy suddenly saw the handler’s 

hi-vis’ jacket and told her to be 

quiet or they would lose Ben’s gift. 

They did not.  

 

Judith loved travelling and, thanks 

to the boys adventures, she and 

Eddy went to many exotic places 

including Japan, Australia and 

Mauritius, where Richard was 

employed as a teacher of  law. 

Here Judith took the plunge and 

went walking on the coral sea bed. 

She was both scared and 

exhilarated by the experience. In 

2012/13 Eddy had the honour of 

being elected Mayor of Croydon. 

Judith became his Mayoress, 

giving him tremendous support in 

carrying out his duties. She met 

the Prince of Wales, Camilla and 

Prince Edward. She accompanied 

Eddy on the annual Mayors trip to 

remember those fallen in the battle 

for Arnhem in Holland. She also 

took charge of his Charity 

Committee, which was huge 

success, mainly due to her 

organisational skills and aim of 

making everything fun. Her first 

event was a teddy bear parachute 

jump in which Croydon Central 

fire station firemen threw teddy 

bears, attached to parachutes, off 

the fire tower. One of the Mayors 

that were present insisted that her 

teddy wear knickers to ensure its 

dignity. The event was tinged with 

sadness as that day Judith’s sister, 

Frances, suddenly died.  

 

It was around this time that Post-

Polio Syndrome started to affect 

Judith.  All her life, Judith was a 

very active, fun and outgoing 

person and this was now catching 

up with her. The muscles and 

nerves damaged by Polio were 

supported by the surrounding 

muscles and nerves but the wear 

and tear of the years was now 

taking its toll. She started using 

walking sticks but as things 

deteriorated had to progress to 

first a mobility scooter and then 

wheelchairs. With the onset of 

Covid and lockdowns, she did not 

get out much and that had a knock

-on effect on her mobility. 

Eventually, even getting into and 

out of her wheelchair was an 

effort. But before she got to that 

stage Judith’s community spirit 

was still active. Following the 

Olympic year, the Mayor of 

London set up Team London. One 

of its tasks was to greet visitors to 

London over the summer period. 

Judith, on her scooter, was based 

at Gatwick Airport and she would 

recount the numerous funny 

incidents that happened. With 

Croydon Voluntary Action (CVA) 

she helped unemployed people to 

get placements with voluntary 

groups to gain work experience. 

When CVA set up the Appropriate 

Adult Volunteer Scheme (AAV) 

she was in on the ground floor. 

She would attend Croydon 

Custody Suite (CCS) to support 

minors or vulnerable adults who 

had been arrested but whose 

parents/carers were unable or 

unwilling to attend. As her 

mobility deteriorated, she became 

the group monitor dealing with 

any problems that an AAV came 

across at the CCS. However, it was 

her own community, Catford & 

Bromley Synagogue, that she 

loved. She was a Board  of 

Management member for over 10 

years as well as the shul’s rep at 

the United Synagogue Council. 

She was appointed a Trustee some 

three years ago. She was at the 

centre of the shul’s highs and 

lows. Her common sense, no-

nonsense but compassionate 

approach plus her wicked humour 

was valued by her colleagues on 

the Board and the Trust. She 

Judith Arram—Continued from page 6 

Continued on page 8 
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wanted to make sure of the good 

management of the shul and that 

it had a strong future. 

 

Just before Yom Kippur, Judith fell 

at home. As a precaution, she was 

taken to hospital. Her family 

thought she would be in and out 

but the doctors discovered that 

she had had a chest infection (not 

Covid) for a very long time and it 

had got a hold of her lungs. This 

was the first that she knew of this. 

Despite all the efforts of the 

doctors, it was too late. Judith 

passed away peacefully on 

Simchat Torah with her husband 

Eddy, sons Richard and Ben and 

daughters-in-law Ruth and Alexis 

by her bedside. Throughout her 

life, Judith would not give in to 

Polio. She made sure that she was 

active and enjoyed visiting 

gardens, plays, concerts and 

exhibitions not to mention 

travelling to six continents. She 

adored her children, 

grandchildren and her animals 

 

Rabbi Mordechai Wollenberg 

presided at her funeral, assisted by 

Rabbi Natan Asmoucha. Judith 

had known Mordechai since he 

was in the Carmel College rowing 

team with Ben. The sun shone on 

the funeral but when we got back 

to the prayer hall the heavens 

opened up. At the end of the 

service the rain just stopped and a 

full rainbow appeared, seeming to 

start at Judith’s grave. Judith’s 

smile, laughter, organisational 

skills, common sense and, above 

all, her humour and kindness will 

be missed by all who knew her 

Judith Arram—Continued from page 7 

This was a strange meeting for me as it was the first time that I had attended 

without Judith. The meeting was again held on Zoom. It started off with a 

D’varTorah which was given by Mordechai Wollenberg, who had officiated at 

Judith’s funeral and made mention of it in his address. 

 

President’s Report 

Condolences were given to me for Judith. Although there has been 

ongoing Covid support from US HQ it is up to every community to set 

their own policies based on their needs. One of the recommendations of 

the 2015 Strategic Review was to set up a Centre for Rabbinic Excellence 

(CRE), which has been done in partnership with the Chief Rabbi’s Office. 

Its aim will be to enable Rabbis/Rebbetzen to have career development 

programmes, improve the quality of ministers, be forward thinking and 

address future needs of the ministry. The next step is to appoint a 

principal.  

Over the High Holydays in excess of 120 households received food parcels 

and 1800 honey cakes were distributed. KLBD is working flat out and 

over 16,000 products are on its data base. Its second virtual cookbook was 

due out during October. The number of funerals has, thank goodness, 

reverted back to the pre-Covid level. The Chief Rabbi is due to attend Cop 

26 in Glasgow. His office has issued an instruction video with FAQ’s 

regarding the new legislation on organ donation. 

 

The Question & Answer Session 

There was confusion over the role of the CRE. The CRE will support 

appointed ministers and assist in their development and improve 

standards. It is not there to teach those undertaking semicha. 

Questions were asked about post-Covid United Synagogue. The US is 

aware that many young families have disengaged with their US 

communities. However, Covid is still an important issue and we must still 

ensure the safety of the vulnerable. The US needs to reach out to young 

people, teenagers, young adults and young families. Plans are being 

created to get people back into the shuls. Interestingly, the problem of the 

missing younger generation is across the board. 

Changes to US Bylaws and Statutes. 

The US has realised that it needs to modernise its bylaws and statues, so it 

has set up a subcommittee to look at three areas: 

•     Review the AGM process 

•     Issues around Zoom 

•    Women to stand as Presidents. 

The last area is one that needs to be welcomed. 

 

Any Other Business 

Condolences were given to the family of Sir David Amess, who was so 

sadly struck down by a terrorist whilst undertaking his democratic duties. 

Sir David was a good friend of Israel and the Jewish people. 

United Synagogue Council Meeting,                         
18 October, 2021                        by Eddy Arram 
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Mazeltov 

Condolences 

Stone Consecrations 

Hanna Bord  on the birth of her granddaughter, 

Aimee, a niece for David  

Brian  

Greenberg 

on the mitzvah of being our 

Chatan Torah 

We regret to advise of the loss of Joy Springer 

 

Picture: Rhona Green—Bromley Reform Synagogue 

Paul Rosenfeld on the mitzvah of being our 

Chatan Berechit 

Dorothy 

Lampert 

on the mitzvah of being our      

Eshet Chayil 

Jacqueline Chodak  

& Andrea Cohen  
on the loss of their mother,         

Rita Chodak 

Eddy Arram  on the loss of his wife, Judith 

Jonathan Franks 

Hilary               

Pepperman & 

Naomi Davis  

on the loss of their father, Stanley 

Eddie Andresier Sunday 12 June 2022        11.30 am     

Waltham Abbey 

Judith Arram Sunday 12 June 2022         2.00 pm      

Waltham Abbey 

Cheder has been 

active as ever, 

organising an 

outdoor activity 

and learning 

event. This 

included a task 

matching 

Hebrew and 

English words 

that looked like 

it had been 

inspired by ‘Pin the tail on the donkey’. Pupils were 

kept busy making their own lulavim and learning 

B’rachot. They also made sure that they fulfilled the 

mitzvah of eating lots of fruit and learned about the 

seven species of Israel. 

 

Cheder by Judith Paniri & Paul Stanton 

Chanukah (Heb: “Dedication”) has many 

spellings and names. It can be called the Feast of 

Dedication, Festival of Lights or Feast of the 

Maccabees, and begins on 25 Kislev (usually in 

December, according to the Gregorian calendar).  

 

Celebrated for eight days, it reaffirms the ideals 

of Judaism and commemorates in particular the 

rededication of the Second Temple of Jerusalem 

by the lighting of candles on each day of the festival.  

 

Although not mentioned in the Tanakh, 

Chanukah came to be widely celebrated and 

remains one of the most popular Jewish religious 

observances. The most important of all its traditions is 

the lighting of the candles every night, in a 

candelabrum - known as a menorah or chanukiah - 

with eight branches plus a holder for the shammash 

(“servant”) candle that is used to light the other eight 

candles. 

 

There are also a number of non-religious customs 

associated with the festival, including songs, 

games and gifts to children. Potato pancakes 

(latkes), doughnuts (sufganiyot), and other treats fried 

in oil, which recall the miracle of the oil, are popular.  

 

Children receive presents and money (Chanukah 

gelt), which often comes in the form of chocolate 

coins wrapped in gold foil.  

 

Card playing is common, as is dreidel, a game 

with a four-sided top called a dreidel             

(Heb: sevivon), which bears the letters nun, 

gimmel, hay and shin, the initials of the words in the 

phrase “nes gadol haya sham,” “a great miracle 

happened there.” In modern Israel the shin has been 

changed for a peh, so as to read “A great miracle 

happened here,” “nes gadol haya po.” 

 

This year, Chanukah runs from 29 November to 6 

December; first night, Sunday 28 November, last 

night, with all eight candles alight, 5 December 

 

Things That You Might Not Know 

About Chanukah    Contributed by Judi Sheffrin 


